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VIV AA 


ORIGINAL PAPERS 


Relating to the 


_ ExXPEDITION to Panama. 


SIR, 


HAVE received yours of the 25th of December, with 
an incloſed without date, ſigned by you, Mr, Guiſe 
and Mr. Trelawney, with your opinions for our hold- 
ing a general council of war, as ſoon as we could, 
upon the receipt of his Grace the Duke of Newcaflle's 
letters. | | 
Capt. Hard delivered me theſe letters on Sunday morn- 
ing the 3d inſtant, as Sir Chalaner Ogle and I were in our 
way to Jamaica, for holding the ſaid general council of 
war, after having firſt made a ſtrong detachment for go- 
ing to cruize off cape Alta Vela, for the ſecurity of the 
tranſports that I found were coming out with ſo weak a 
convoy, as two fifty-gun ſhips and a forty-gun ſhip, with 
tour bombketches ; I know the French have nothing as yet 
in theſe parts to annoy them, but God knows what may 
be at Martinique, 


As we are all agreed in the expediency of holding a. 


general council of war, as ſoon as may be, Sir Chaloner 
Ogle and I will be in Spaniſh Town on the 7th inſtant in 
the evening, for meeting you and Mr. Guiſe at Mr. Tre- 
{lawney's, by nine o'clock on the 8th inftant in the morn- 
ing; and we ſhall take up our quarters at friends houſes, 
that Mr. Trclatwney may have accommodations for you and 


Mr. Gui/e, 
B 1 wiſh 
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T will take care to have Capt. Lea and Lieut, Lotuther to 
attend the council of war for being examined, and deſire 
vou will give orders for Mr. David Campbell's attendance on 
the council, and any one elſe you think proper for giving 
information in the ſeveral projects that have been tranſmitted 
to you, and I have wrote to Mr. Trelawney, to have Mr, 
Hlodęſon to attend us. 

And as I conceive, for drawing up our reaſons for or againſt 
any thing propoſed, it muſt neceſſarily draw our proceed- 
ings into great lengths, I ſhall decline acting any longer as 
ſecretary, but think it abſolutely neceſſary, we ſhould 
have a ſecretary to attend us, to take minutes, and draw 
up our proceedings and reſolutions into form; and as they 
ſhould be kept ſecret, I cannot think of any one ſo pro- 
per for it, as Mr, Attorney General, who is a ſworn 
officer to keep ſecret the councils of the Crown; and I have 
deſired Mr. Trelawney to requeſt that favour of him, 

I was exceedingly ſurprized upon reading Capt. Trevor”s 
letter, that you had prevailed on him to give orders for the 
ſick ſoldiers of the American regiment being received into 
the hoſpital for our ſeamen at Port Royal: in order, I con- 
ceive, that neither he nor I can juſtify, bringing ſuch a 
charge on the navy, and which he may be liable to have 
charged upon his wages. 

Whereas, Sir, you well know, you have an eſtabliſhed 
hoſpital for your army, and much more numerous officers 
and ſurgeons appointed for the care of it, than we have, 
though we have a greater number of men to be taken 
care of; and you have likewiſe the ſtricteſt orders for the 
American regiment to be regarded in every reſpect, as the 
other forces your army is compoſed of, and have the 
large town of King /{:n to provide quarters for them all in: 
Whereas we are ſo ſtraitned in Port Royal, as not to be 
able to procure ſufficient lodgment for our ſick ſeamen, 
And as this is fo inconſiſtent with what his Grace has re- 
commended to us, an amicable union in all things; I muſt 
beg the favour, Sir, you will give immediate orders for the 


ſick American ſoldiers, lent us to man our ſhips, being re- 


ceived into the army hoſpitals, agreeable to his Majeſty's 
orders, whenever they have occation for it, and that you 
will, by Capt. Trevor, let me know where ſuch as have 
immediate occaſion for it may be now ſent accordingly 

from our ſhips come in with us, and coming in, 
I will do all in my power, punctually to comply with 
his Majeſty's inſtruCtions, and hope you will give immediate 
| orders 


( 3] 
orders for removing this ſtumbling- block, that I may 
leave the neceſſary orders behind me in that particular, be- 
fore my going for Spaniſh Town, 
I congratulate you on your late recovery from your fever, 
and with my beit wiſhes for your health I am, 
Boyne, i. P R.yal Harbour, SIR, 


Jie, Ju. 5, 1741. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. Ventiborib. humble ſervant, 
ä E. Vernon. 
SIR, 35 


As I think to comply with his Majeſty's inſtructions, we 
ſhall want an able ſecretary, to take minutes, and 
draw up our proceedings and reſolutions into form, at our 
next general council of war; I have deſired the Gover- 
Nor to requelt that favour of you, as I judged you were 
the propereſt perſon for it, as a ſworn officer to keep the 
ſecrets of the Crown, I take the liberty to requeſt the fa- 
vour of you to undertake it, on the Governor's requeſting 
it of you, which I think very much for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, and ſhall be particularly obliged to you in it. 
I think to take up my quarters with Dr. Fuller, or Dr. 
Stewart the night before, I am, 


Beyte, Jan, 5, 1741, SIR, 
your moſt humble ſervant, 
Matt. Concanen, Eſq; his Majeſty's E. Vernon. 
Attorney General at Jamaica. 
SIR, 


I HAVE the favour of yours by Mr. J/entwerth, and 

believe, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, you will find, Sir, 
that the ſick American ſoldiers on board our ſhips, have 
had an equal attendance and care from our ſurgeons, as 
our ſeamen have, upon the aſſurance you gave me, that 
the ſurgeons ſhould be paid their two-pence a man a month, 
by their officers, for ſuch their care and medicines, which 
are all found at their own expence, 

But when there is occaſion to ſend men to the hoſpital, 
that is quite a diſtinct account, which Mr. Tic&ll is under 
contract with another branch of the navy for, the com- 
miſſioners for ſick and wounded ſeamen; and that is a 
large expence, as it coſts near three ſhillings a man a day. 

And I doubt not, Sir, but you have put your army 
hoſpital under ſome ſuch contract, which you have much 
greater conveniency for at King ton, than we can have in 
the narrow bounds of Port Royal, And as this regiment 
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is directed to be a part of your army, and treated in all 
reſpects as the reſt of the forces, there can certainly be 
no proper charge on that head, but on the account of the 
army hoſpital. | 

But for thoſe Americans already in our hoſpital, by Capt. 
Trevor's miſtake on your aſſurance of repaying our con- 
tractor and ſurgeon for their expences, on their account, 
they may continue there *till their recovery. 

But I beg the favour you would ſend me word before 
noon to morrow, where ſuch ſick Americans, as now want 
being ſent to your hoſpitals, may be ſent, that I may leave 
the proper orders for it, before I go for Spaniſb Town to 
meet you tomorrow evening ; as I apprchend, our council 
of war will take up two days at leaſt, maturely to conſider 
of all the propoſals, and drawing our reſolutions up into 
form. I am, 

Beyne, in Port Royal Harbcur? SIR, 


Jamaica, Jar. 6, 1741. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. Wentworth. humble ſervant, 
5 E. Vernon. 
S1 | 


I T HIS morning received yours, of laſt night, (in an- 
= {wer to mine of yeſterday, ſent you by Mr. Wentworth) 
which was very ſhort of my expectations. 

However, Sir, I herewith ſend you, as you deſire, an 
account of ſuch ſoldiers of the American regiment, as require 
being ſent to the army hoſpitals on ſhore, for their recovery; 
where only properly the expence on that account can be 
legally charged. | 

The hoſpital ſhip I expect in to day, with ſuch as are 
ſent from the ſhips left at ſea to cruize for the protection 
of the expected convoy with the tranſports. 

As you have been fo long in harbour, I could not but con- 
clude, your hoſpitals were regularly eſtabliſhed ; and being 
ſo, two lines ſerve for an order for their being received 
there, which, I beg the favour, you will ſpeedily ſend me, 
for my ſending the neceſſary directions in it, what ſcorbu- 
tick men want ſpeedy relief, from freſh proviſions, and 
the ſmell of the earth in quarters aſhore. I am, 


Beyne, in Port Royal Harbour, SI R, 
Jamaica, Jan. 7, 1741, your moſt obedient 
P. S. Vou will ſee, Sir the humble ſervant, 
number is but twenty for E. Vernon. 
the preſent. 


Hon. Gen. Weztwerth. 


Jan, 


„ 
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Jan. 7, 1741. An account of fick American ſoldiers on 
board his Majeſty's ſhips under-mentioned, that require 
being ſent to the army hoſpitals. 


Boyne — Gibſon, Corporal 
| illiam Chadwick 
Jahn Fear 
John Read 
James Murray — 5 
Cumberland ! —— — 3 
Grafton George Wanſdale, Serjeant 


John Hick 

Adam Hoofman ——— 3 
Lyon — Luke Armſby 

John Daugherty 

James Ranſom 

Fames Lag 

Andrew Hanley 

Barnaby Cane 

Maoris Roach 

Patrick Me Cuen 

John MHiſr—— 9 


Total 20 


By Edward Vernen, Eſq, Vice Admiral of the 
Blue, and Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
ſbips and veſſels in the Vet-Indies. 

V OU are hereby required and directed to uſe all poſſible 
diligence in getting his Majeſty's ſhip under your 
command refitted, and ready for proceeding to ſea, upon 
the arrival of the convoy with the reinforcements, and 
have your ſhip watered and your proviſions completed to 

four months. | 
And you are to take care to ſend your yup a-ſhore, 
and to have it well aired, ſifted and dried, and all that is 
capable of it, put in condition for ſervice, having ordered 
the hiring of a houſe on Muſquetto Point, for the more ſafe 
and commodious doing the ſame, and lodging the perſons to 
be employed in it, to ſecure them from the inclemencies 


of the weather, For, &c. Given on board the Boyne in 


Port Reyal Harbour, Jamaica, this 11th of Fanuary, 1741. 
Vernon. 
To Capt. Watiſen, of the Boyne, 


The 
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| 1 HAVE received yours of this day's date by Lieut. Hodgſon, 


(6 ] 


T he like of the ſame date was iſſued to the Captains of the 


ſhips undermentioned, 


Cumberland Princeſs Reyal } : 
Grafion Scarborough \ Hoſpital-ſhips. 
Lyon 
Defiance Strombolo 
Strafford Vejuvius 3 
Tilbury Vulcan F ire-ſhips. 
Ludlow-Caſtle Phaeton 
Experiment 
Bonetta Sloop 

SIX, 


with an incloſed lift of ſuch officers as you want to ſend 
to England, which I imagined might have been already 
gone, having ſent orders for their having a paſſage home 
in the firſt of the unſheathed ſhips ; and as there are four 
now fitting for the ſea, with all the expedition we are ena- 


| bled to give them, from the few hands we have to do it 


with, which are the Prince Frederick, Prince of Orange, 
Auguſia and Ferſy, I will give orders for thoſe officers paſ- 


ſage in them, as you defire, as ſoon as they are ready; and 


the Briſtol will be to fail as convoy to the merchant ſhips 
ſo that the ſpeedieſt paſſage will be to go by the others, 
whom I intend to make the beſt of their way home, as 


ſoon as they are ready. 


As you have by the account you gave us at the council 
of war, much fewer remaining men fit for ſervice, than 
will be abſolutely wanting to put his Majeſty's ſhips in con- 
dition for ſervice, I apprehend there need not be any of the 
tranſports in the harbour required to go upon ſervice with 
us, which would be a great ſaving to the Crown, in having 
ſuch of them timely diſcharged, as are more than may be 
neceſſary for the accommodation of the officers. 

I know of no particular carpenters impreſſed, though 
probably ſome may be ſo, as has been uſual in this port, 
when his Majeſty's ſervice required it : the uſual cuſtom in 
thoſe caſes being to pay them ten ſhillings a day whilſt de- 
tained, and then return them to where they were taken 
from. Capt. Dent I have heard has picked up ſome in 


that manner, but from whence I know not; and he will 


— — — — 


have done with them, and returned them before this week 
15 Out. ; | 
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His Majeſty's ſhips are ſo greatly reduced in their com- 
plements, that I am in no condition to ſend any of them 
to ſea, without your aſſiſting me with ſoldiers to enable me 
todo it ; but if while they are in port, you have quarters 
on ſhore for them, for training them to a field diſcipline, I 
can have no objection to it, though if it be only to remove 
them into tranſports, I believe, Sir, you will agree with 
me, their officers can train them as well in our ſhips, as 
there: and for their being with us in detachments from 
ſeveral companies, you very well know that is not to be 
attributed- to me, and that I ſhall be much better pleaſed 
with having it otherwiſe. 

The moſt ſhips that I can expect to have at ſea toge- 
ther of the line, will be ten fail, and as thoſe are even 
much weaker than Don Rodrigo de Torrez's ſquadron, be- 
ſides the more powerful ſquadrons, whoſe deſtinations are 
at preſent uncertain ; and as being able to ſupport ourſelves 
at ſea is the only ſecurity an army can have for under- 
taking any enterprize, I am perſuaded, Sir, you will 
agree with me, that the making his Majeſty's fleet as ſtrong 
as we can ought to be the firſt and principal conſideration. 

The Ludbw Caſtle is the ſhip I mentioned to you at 
Spaniſh Tawn, that I deſigned to proceed with your recruit- 
ing officers for North America, and ſhe ſhall be ready to 
proceed with them whenever you deſire it. 

And if you think the Scooner neceſlary to attend Mr, 
Hodgſon with proviſions, I am very far from having any 
objections to it. 

As you have already promited to repay to our contractor 
and ſurgeon the expences accrued from their care of the 
American ſoldiers inadvertently ſent to our hoſpital by Capt. 
Trevor's order, I have fince entertained no other thoughts 
than directing the contractors and ſurgeon to draw out the 
account of that expence to you, as they come to be well 
enough to be diſcharged from the hoſpital. 

I am ſure the beſt time for failing is the ſooneſt that we 
can get ready to fail, delay being the moſt dangerous enemy 
in theſe climates. And for advice from where you wanted it, 
that is happily arrived ever ſince our laſt general meeting, 
and fully ſatisfactory in what it was wanted for, 

The Experiment to go with Lieut. Lowther, and the 
Bonetta with Lieut. Hodgſon, ſhall be ready to fail at the 
time you deſire, with your aſſiſtance of ſuch ſoldiers as 
they may abſolutely ſtand in need of. 


Governor 


181 


Governor Trelawney had a return of his fever on Sunday, 
but I waited on him on Monday morning, when he was 
taking the bark for it; and I deſired he would get all our 
proceedings at our laſt general council of war, fairly en- 
groſſed as ſoon as he could, for our meeting again, to ſet 
our hands to what was then agreed upon, and taking 
maturely into deliberation what might be farther judged 


neceſſary, and I propoſed to him his coming to take his 


quarters with Mr. Dicter, for our holding our next gene- 
ral meeting at Mr. Dicker's houſe, whom I am perſuaded 
will with pleaſure give a convenient room for it, and Mr, 
T relawney very well approved of it, as it would not re- 
move us from the reach of giving all neceſſary orders, and 
promiſed he would, as ſoon as his health permitted it, draw 
up all our proceedings in form, as was deſired. And with 
your approbation ſhould be glad we might meet there. the 
beginning of next week, for I ſhall be taken up in giving 
the neceſſary orders at Port Royal all the reſt of this week, 
after the Court Martial is over to morrow, which I am 
obliged to hold to check the torrent of our deſertions. 

] was concerned to obſerve that two of your ſurgeons 
were going home ; and in the ſcarcity we all labour under 
in that particular, would it not be better to give them en- 
couragement to ſtay with you? I am, | 

Boyne, in Port Royal Harbour, SI R, 
Jamaica, Jan. 12, 174 your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. I/entworth. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon, 
SI R, 


1 HAVE received yours of the 13th by Capt. Cottrell, 
which you had forgot to ſign, but by a poſtſcript to it 
in your own hand- writing, I ſee it came from you. 

It is impoſſible for me, in the low ſtate we are in, of 
wanting artificers of all kinds, to form any certain judg- 
ment, when our two ſeventy gun ſhips, and our two ſixty 
gun ſhips can be ready to go home; to enquire particularly 
into which is one part of my buſineſs at Port Royal, but 
I think it cannot be ſooner than the latter end of this 
month. And I have even a diſcretionary power to detain 
them here, if I ſhould find his Majeſty's ſervice requires 
their continuance, but they appear to me to be in ſo bad a 
condition, that it is of abſolute neceſſity they muſt go home 
for their preſervation. 

By the accounts received, the Toulon ſquadron were at 
fea with five months proviſions, without their particular 
I deſtination 


| 


[ 


| 


| 
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deſtination being known; as likewiſe one of fifteen (ail of 
Spaniſh men of war from Cadiz, the particulars of which 
ſhall communicate to you at our firſt meeting. 

In the low condition of his Majeſty's ſquadron that will 
be remaining in theſe ſeas, I am very clear in my opinion, 
that what is moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, is, that the few 
of his Majeſty's ſhips we have in the harbour ſhould be kept 
in complete condition for ſervice, 

I have never, Sir, given any refuſal to any thing you 
deſire, but have thought it my duty to give my advice in any 
thing where I thought his Majeſty's ſervice particularly in- 
tereſted. 

Sir Chaloner Ogle will, T hear, return from Spaniſh T rn 


to morrow, and I hope to diſpatch my buſineſs at Port 


Royal by Saturday, ſo as to get to ſleep at my houſe at 
Kingſton the ſame night; and will deſire Sir Chaloner Ogle 
to dine with me on Monday, and that evening, if you ap- 
prove of it, we will make you a vilit, to conſider delibe- 
rately what is moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice in the preſent 
Critical conjuncture. 

I could with Mr. Trelawney's health would admit of his 
coming to Mr. Dick-r's ſoon, and heartily wiſh for Mr, 
Guiſe's ſpeedy recovery, for our meeting in a general coun- 
cil, and I think by that time the tranſports will be arrived, 
but if not, you can call whom you pleaſe, to conſider 
calmly his Majeſty's intereſts in our preſent conjuncture; 
for ſhould theſe ſquadrons be intended to join in theſe ſeas, 
we cannot anſwer how ſoon we may have a viſit here, and 
believe ſuch of his Majeſty's ſhips as we can ſhould be kept 
in a conſtant condition for ſervice, which, I am ſure, they 
cannot be without the aſſiſtance of your forces. 

As I write this in a hurry, and hope to fee you fo ſoon, I 
hope you will be ſo good as to excule my not having time 
to be more particular. I am, 

Boyne, in Pert Royal! Harbour, 81 R, 


Jamaica, Jan. 14, 1741 your moſt obedient 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth, humble ſervant, 
Z. Vernon. 
81I R, 


Have received by Capt. Millet, the favour of one of 

yours without date. 

The Experiment, Capt. Dennis, deſigned for going with 
Lieut. /.:wther, is ready for the ſea at any time, wanting 
only a ſupply of men; for which I have already acquainted 
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16 | 
you, that the aſſiſtance of a detachment of thirty ſoldiers 
of the American regiment, or from any other you ſhall 
think proper, will be wanted, and I muſt now deſire you 
will be pleaſed to give orders for accordingly ; and I will 
complete him for the reſt with ſeamen, as well as I can, 
in our low condition, ſo that ſhe can fail at any time deſired. 

I think the ſpeedy aſſembling the council of war is the 
principal point to have our concluſions drawn up and ſigned 
by us, as now we have the ſuccours arrived, as ſuch will 
be an unalterable guide to us all, 

J have already mentioned to you my intention of mak- 
ing you a viſit with Sir Chaloner Ogle to morrow evening, 
if you ſhall be at home, 

And I will write to the Governor to day, to deſire he 
would come to Mr. Dicker”'s as ſoon as ever he can, as I 
think no time ſhould be loſt, for the final concluſions of 


our deliberations ; ſince all ſucceſs in this country depends 


on expedition, and delay has ever proved the moſt fatal 
enemy. 
Kinefton, Jamaica, I am, SI R, 


Jan. 17. 1741, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General /Yentweorth. E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


I Have received your letter of the 16th, and was pleaſed 


to find your Excellency thought you were free trom the 
apprehenſion of the return of your fever ; and you have 
my beſt wiſhes for your ſpeedy recovery. 

As the ſuccours are now arrived, I think the ſpeedy af- 
ſembling the general council of war, to be the point of the 
utmoſt importance to his Majeſty's ſervice, and therefore 
hope your Excellency will come over to Mr. Dicker's as 
ſoon as you can for that purpoſe, not only that what was 
couch'd in minutes may be fairly engroſſed for being ſigned, 
but all other neceſſary points be maturely diſcuſs'd, and our 
deliberations and reſolutions be fairly drawn up and ſigned by 
us, that the execution of them may be ſpeedily entered upon: 
Delay having by the experience of paſt times, as well as 
the preſent, been found to be the molt dangerous enemy 
in theſe ports I am, 


Ki u, Jamaica, SIR, your Excellency's 
Far, 17. 174 moſt obedicnt 3 ſervant, 
His Excel. Gov, Trelawney, E. Vernon. 


SIR, 


( 171 ] 


* SIR, 
| 117 being for his Majeſty's ſervice, and the ſecurity of 

this expedition to have cruizers out both ways, for pro- 
curing the earlieſt intelligence of the motions of his Ma- 
jeſty's enemies, and preventing all ſurprizals from them, I 
have got his Majeſty's ſhips the Strafford and Tilbury both 
ready to proceed to ſea, on ſuch neceſſary ſervices. 

But as in the low condition of his Majeſty's fleet, the 
Strafford is by her laſt return one hundred and five men 
ſhort of compliment, and the T:lbury likewiſe ninety-nine 
men ſhort of her compliment, beſides what they may 
reſpectively be obliged to leave ſick in our hoſpitals; [ 
muſt beg the favour you will be pleaſed to order thoſe 
two ſhips, which will be in ſome ſort our out-guards, to be 
each of them ſupplied with a detachment of fourſcore ſol- 
diers of the American regiment, officers included, or from 
any other you ſhall think proper, and as ſpeedily as you 
can, as they are in all other reſpects ready for the ſea. Iam, 


| Kin ſin, Jon, SIR, | 


23, 1741. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General Wentworth, Z. Vernon. 
S IR, 


] Send you incloſed, as you defired, a copy of the reſolu- 

tions of the general council of war, taken yeſterday even- 
ing; and likewiſe the reſolutions taken the 20th, ſigned 
both of them by Sir Chalaner Ogli and me, and the latter 
of them by Governor Trelawney, as well as us. 

And leſt it might be miſlaid, I have added likewiſe my 
anſwer to what was deſired in the general reſolutions of the 
council of war of your officers. 

And do aſſure you, Sir, it ſhall always be with great 
chearfulneſs and pleaſure, that I ſhall forward every thing 
in my power for acting jointly with you, in putting in ex- 
ecution all reſolutions of the general council of war, agree- 
able to both my duty and inclination. I am, 

Kin:ftin, Jun. 81 R, | 

23, 1741, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

Z. Vernon. 
P. S. The general return of what battalion and company 
cach reſpective detachment is on board our fhips at 
preſent, I ſhall tranſmit to you by Monday night. Capt. 
Trevor and Capt. Lawrence will fend theirs to night, 
of the few on board of them; which I deſire the men 

now applied for may be in addition to, 

R, Hon, General /Yentworth, 

C 2 SIR, 


1 
1 
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SIR, 

AS the latter part of our reſolution yeſterday, for the de- 
taching two hundred ſoldiers to attempt the ſettlement 
of Raten iſland, cannot, in my apprehenſion, be too ſoon 
entered upon ; and as the Experiment and Bonetta ſloop are 
both ready to be employed on that ſervice, to whom I think 
to add a ſhip of greater force too, I wiſh you and Mr. Tre- 
[awney would as ſoon as you can conveniently ſettle all af- 
fairs for their ſetting out, appoint the officers and men for 
that ſervice, and the tranſports to convey them and provi- 
ſions for them, and be commiſſioning the Governor de- 
ſigned for it, and preparing the proper inſtructions for him. 
And if they can engage the baymen to make that iſland 
their place of retreat in the rainy ſeaſons, which lies ſo much 
more commodious for them, than the Muſquetto ſhore, and 
engage the affections of ſome of the Muſguetto men, to come 
and reſide with them, I think it would lay the moſt ſolid 
foundation, not only to ſecure us the logwood trade, but 
opening a new branch of trade into the provinces of Ju- 
cutan and Guatimala, which extends into the Scuth Seas. 
And verily believe, it would be acceptable to his Majeſty, 
his miniſters, and the whole nation, and that all the Ame- 
can forces who have engaged in the ſervice with a view of 
ſettling here would be very weil pleaſed to be ſettled there, 
as ſoon as his Majeſty may have no further occaſion for 

their ſervice otherwiſe. I am, 


Kin. flin, Fan, SI R, 


23, 1741. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General I/entworth, E. Vernon, 
STK | 


2 Have juſt now received the favour of yours of this day 

by Mr. Wentworth, and T will ſend to Sir Chaloner Ogle 
to defire he would be here by ten o'clock to morrow morn- 
ing, as you deſire. | 

| ſend you an incloſed note, for Mr. Trelawney's and your 
conderation, in regard to the three Spaniards therein men- 
tioned, I am, 

Ken, Jan. 8 1 R, 


24, 741. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General Nentuor th, E. Vernon, 
SIR, 


Et oblized to retire to a friend's yeſterday, to have a 
little leiſure to write my letters without interruption, 
2 your 


1. 


43] 


your favour of yeſterday did not come to my hands till 
this morning, 

I will be ſure to give the orders you defire to Capt. Den- 
niſon of the Augu/la, to receive on board Capt. Burton, whom 
you ſay is to be charged with your diſpatches. 

Lieut. Luther told me to day he had not yet laid out 
the full money you had given him, but that could be done 
in a few hours ; but he ſaid, he had not yet received any in- 


ſtructions from you in writing, which, I preſume, you will 


think proper for him; and at any time that he has his 
orders from you, and you will favour me with a line what 


orders you deſire to be given to the Captain of the Expe- 


riment. Capt. Dennis is always ready to fail, and to take 
my ſloop Tender under his convoy with Lieut. Lowther, to 
ſee him ſafe where he would be, and call for him again 
when he thinks proper: and as he is an officer in the King's 
ſervice, he will have none in her but ſeamen in the Crown's 
ſervice from the Boyne, he is Lieut. of; for I can by no 
means think it for his Majeſty's ſervice he ſhould go in a 
merchant ſloop, where he can have no authority, 

I ſend you likewiſe by Capt. Durell, the returns made me 
from all the ſhips now in the harbour, of the number of 
officers and men they have on board of the American regi- 
ment, diſtinguiſhing the battalion and company they re- 
ſpectively belong to. I am, 

King/ on, Jan. 81 R, 


28, 1741, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon, General Wentworth. E. Vernon. 
8 IR, 


] N anſwer to yours of the 28th inſtant, I have to acquaint 

you, that all the ſtores of the Frederich, Capt. Bo/cawen, 
have long been on board the Humpbry, by orders given for it 
in my abſence ; but as I hope the Prince Frederick will finiſh 
her careening this day, ſhe will very ſoon clear her of them. 

I ſend you incloſed an account of the numbers of men 
wanting to complete the ſhips I am preparing to carry to 
ſea with me; but cannot ſend you thole of the ſhips I daily 
expect in, which are the Kent of ſeventy guns, the Mentagu, 
Morceſter, and Rippon of ſixty guns, and Tyger of fifty 
guns, which will bring them to near what I computed 
them at. 

As I go on board the Boyne, as ſoon as the noiſe and dirt 
of caulking is over, which will be about the middle of next 
week, I will from time to time acquaint you with the o_ 
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that are got in order for receiving the ſoldiers, for the tranſ- 
ports being diſcharged, which is a very burthenſom expence 
on the Crown, I am, 
Ring ton, Fan, 8 I R, 
29, 1741. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| E. Vernon. 
P. S. As I had cloſed my letter to you, I received the 
favour of one from you this morning, that occaſions delay, 


for adding ſome anſwer by way of poſtſcript. 


The Experiment 1s ready to fail at any time ; but as Lieut. 
Lotot her is ſent to procure, what you think neceſſary for 
the ſervice of the army, in proceedings entirely under your 
conduct, it appears to me abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould 
have his inſtructions in writing from you; and on ſight of 
them I ſhall conform my orders to Capt. Dennis, for the 
better execution of them, and the Bonetta Capt. Lea ſhall 
be ready to attend Lieut. Hodgſon whenever you deſire it. 
What related to Negroes, I underſtood Mr. Trelawney 
was to be employing himſelf in ſounding the inclinations 
of particulars, to furniſhing them without a law for it. 

As we have referred our final determination to the time 
of our being ready for entering upon action, which I can- 
not but think the moſt prudent reſolution we could have 
taken, I believe it would be prudenteſt in us to confine all 
our preſent views in getting ready for action, and to leave 
deliberation to the time appointed ; for as the ſportſmen 


ſay, it is not good to hunt two hares at once. 


Hon. General Wentworth. E. Vernon. 


SIR, | 
I Have juſt now received yours; and Lieut, Lowther knows 
my ſloop Tender is man'd and victualled, and ready to 
receive him, who will be appointed to command her; ſo 
J apprehend all materially wanting is his inſtructions from 
you in writing, for my ſeeing firſt, properly to form my 
orders to Capt. Dennis that convoys him, and will cruize 


on the coaſt for favouring his execution of them. I am, 


Kingft:n, Jan. 81 R, 


20, 1741. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon, General Wentworth. E. Vernon. 
8 


] Have juſt now received yours of this day, with the in- 
cloſed heads of inſtructions you intend to give Lieut, Lou 
ther, who ſhall to morrow receive my orders for governing 
himmtelt 


1 
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himſelf by ſuch inſtructions as you give him, And T will like- 
wiſe in ſealed orders to Capt. Dennis, to be open'd when he gets 


to ſea, give him his orders to morrow for proceeding to ſea, 


and taking under his protection the loop Tender under Lieut. 
Lowther's command, to convoy him where he deſires, and 
to ſettle a courſe of communication with him and cruize 
in his neighbourhood, for the better executing what he has 
your orders in. 

Lieut, Lowther is to have a long boat to ſhip his goods 
on board the ſloop to morrow, and they ſhall ſail whenever 
he informs me he has received your inſtructions, 

I gave directions to Capt. Boſcawwen yeſterday to clear 
the Humphry as ſoon as poſſible he could, and if ſhe is of 
abſolute neceſſity to be on the expedition, a ſhip may be 
left to convoy her after us, if ſhe ſhould not be ready ſo 
ſoon. I am, 


Kingftin, Jan. SI R, 


31, 1741, your moſt obedient humble ſervant; 
Hon. General J/entwwrth, E. Vernon. 
By, &c: 


V OU are hereby required and directed to take upon you 

the command of my floop Tender, and to acquaint 
Gen, Wenworth you have received my orders for obeying 
and putting in execution ſuch orders and inſtructions as he 
ſhall give you in writing under his hand, 

And as ſoon as you have received your inſtructions in 
writing for your conduct from Gen. V entwerth, you are 
to acquaint Capt. Dennis you are ready to proceed to ſea 
under his convoy, who will have my orders for putting to 
ſea with you as ſoon as the wind will permit ; and when 
you are Without the keys, he will have ſealed orders from 
me to open, and orders to deliver you, for the better ex- 
ecuting what Gen. VHentiuorih deſires, which you are care- 
fully and diligently to conform to. For, &c. Given on 
board the Boyne in Port Royal harbour, Famaica, this 31it 
of 7anuary 1741. 

2 0 E. Hirn. 
To Lieut. Lowther of his Majeſty's ſhip the 

Boyne, appointed to command his Ma- 

jeſty's loop tender the Triton. 


By, &c. 
* O U are hereby required and directed to keep his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip the Eaper nent, under your command, in 
a con- 
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a continued readineſs for putting to ſea whenever Lieut. 
Lowther of the Boyne, whom I have appointed to com- 
mand the Triton ſloop tender on the preſent ſervice, ſhall 
acquaint you he has received General Mentiorth's inſtruc- 
tions in writing for his government. And you are then 
to put to ſea with the ſaid Triton ſloop under your con- 
voy, as ſoon after as the wind and weather will permit you. 
And as ſoon as you are got fairly to ſea without the 
keys of Port Royal, and all ſhore boats diſpatch'd from 
you, you are then to open your ſealed orders you will 
have from me, which you will come for, as ſoon as Lieut. 
Lowther brings you ſuch advice, and to govern yourſelf 
carefully and diligently in the due execution of them. 
For, &c. Given under my hand at Port Royal, Famaica, 
the 2d of February 1741. 

E. Vernon. 


To Capt. Dennis of the Experiment. 


By, &c. 


WW Hereas the principal intention of ſending Lieut. Low- 


ther over to the coaſt of Porto-Bells, in the Triton 


ſloop tender, is at Gen. /entworth's requeſt, for his pro- 


curing ſuch intelligence as he has inſtructions from him for, 
for the better ſecuring the ſucceſs of an intended expe- 


dition. 


You are hereby required and directed to make the beſt of 
your way, with the ſaid ſloop, for getting off the Baſti- 
mentos, or any other adjacent parts, that the ſaid Lieut. 
Lowther ſhall judge moſt expedient, for his procuring his 
intelligence from; and as he is an experienced pilot him- 
ſelf, you will conſult with him on the courſes you are to 
ſteer, for the more early arriving off ſuch part of the coaſt 
as he deſires ; when you are to ſee him ſafe in there accord- 
ingly. And as he and you ſhall judge it adviſeable, you may 


| ſpare him a ſmall detachment of your ſoldiers or ſeamen, 


for the better executing the ſervices he has to perform, 
though probably as he goes under the pretence of a trader, 
the thirteen men (beſides himſelf) he has on board, may 
be ſufficient, if other traders are there likewiſe. 

And whilſt he is in at the Ba/timentes, or elſewhere, 
you will keep the ſea, for cutting off all communication 
between Carthagena and Porto- Belle, and collecting the 
beſt advices you can from ſuch prizes as you ſhall make in 
your ſaid cruize, | 


And 
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And you are to ſettle a particular correſpondence with Lieut. 
Lowther when from time to time, you may call off where he is 
for knowing if ke has ſucceeded in the execution of what Gen. 
Wentworth has ſent him. upon, and on his having done ſo, 
you will receive Lieut, L#wther, and the guides he has pro- 
cured, on board his Majeſty's ſhip Experiment, victualling 
them as your ſhip's company during the time they ſhall con- 
tinue there. And he muſt put into writing all the particu- 
lar intelligences he has procured, agreeable to the inſtruc- 
tions given him by General J/entworth ; as you will all 
thoſe you have procured on your cruize; and then to diſ- 
patch the ſaid ſloop away for Jamaica, with the ſaid intel- 
ligences for Gen, Wentworth and Me, in caſe they might 
arrive here before we ſail, which as I judge to be very im- 
probable, you will take care, on conſulting with Lieut, 
Lowther, to keep cruizing in ſuch ſtations, as we may be 
ſure of not miſſing of you, with Lieut. Lowther, and the 
guides, as that might be of the moſt fatal conſequence to his 
Majeſty 's ſervice, | 

But if from freſh intelligences we ſhould come to alter 
our preſent deſigns, you may be ſure I will ſend a cruizer 


to look out for you, and bring you farther orders where you 


may come to join me : as in all events we ſhall want Lieut. 
Lowther, on whoſe experience and knowledge of theſe party 
I have great dependance; ſo you muſt be ſure not to cruize 
out of the way of my finding you, or any cruizers with my 
orders, as you will anſwer the contrary at your utmoſt 
peril, where ſo much depends upon it, 

All Spaniſb ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are to 
uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, fink, burn, or deſtroy. 

And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, you 
are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spaniards, 
ſhips, perſons, or effects, whenever you ſhall find the fame 
on the ſeas; as you will, all ſhips or veſſels going to ſupply 
his Majeſty's enemies, the Spantards, with contraband ſtores, 
for their being farther proceeded againſt according to law. 

And upon peruſing theſe your ſaid orders and \nitructions, 
you will ſettle your correſpondence, and give your neceſſary 


orders to Lieut. Lowther, for the due execution of them. 


For, &c. Given under my hand at Port Royal, Jamaica, 
the 2d February 1741. 8 
E. Vernon. 


To Capt, Dennis of the Experiment. 
D SIR, 


{ 18 ] 
SIR, 


1 Received your's of the iſt inſt. before my quitting my 

quarters at King ſien; and excuſed my anſwering it 
till to day, as I knew I ſhould be fuller informed for doing 
it from hence, 


I ſend you incloſed a copy of an order from Mr. Vallact, 


of the 2d of November, tor diſcharging the Humphry tranſ- 
port from the ſervice, ſo that you will ſee ſhe was not then 
judged proper to be continued longer in the ſervice, And 
to us of the ſea it cannot but ſeem matter of ſurprize, why 
any other good tranſport not yet diſcharged might not be 
as proper for that ſervice, as well as her, However, I have 
given my orders to Capt, B:/cawen, for having the ſaid 
tranſport cleared of all his ſtores and proviſions as ſoon as 
poſſibly he can, which he thinks may be ten days firſt, but 
J hope it will be in eight, and cannot fee why her failing 
with the firſt of us need tobe abſolutely neceſſary. 

I am come here to ſpend a day or two in giving all neceſ- 
ſary orders, for the diſpatch of every thing in theſe parts, 
and ſhall take up my quarters for good on board the Boyne 
on T hur/day night; which ſhip, and moſt of the others, 
will be fit for the fea by that time. But to avoid that fatal 
enemy, Delay, I propoſe going to ſea myſelf, with ſuch 
ſhips as J have in readineſs, whenever you will inform me 
you are ready to put to ſea with the tranſports, whom, I 
preſume, you have ordered to complete for failing, with 


four months proviſions at leaſt, and if they could carry ſix 


months, it would be the better to be prepared againſt all events; 
and then I propoſe leaving Sir Chaloner Ogle with ſuch men 
of war as may not be ready to proceed with us, to follow 
us, who will take care to bring with him this Humpbry as 
an hoſpital ſhip, if you judge her abſolutely neceſlary for 
that purpoſe. | 

And I ſend you, incloſed likewiſe, an account of the 
numbers of men wanting to complete our ſmall ſquadron, 
to put us in condition for ſervice; as the enemy have, even 
under Admiral Torrez, a ſuperior ſquadron to that of his 
Majeſty's we can carry to ſea, beſides what may be to be 
apprehended if any other ſquadron ſhould come to join him, 
as has been ſurmiſed in the intercepted intelligences ; and 
I am perſuaded, you join with me in thinking, that our be- 
ing matters at ſea is of abſolute neceſſity for the ſecurity of 
any expedition, and preſervation of our trade and this va- 
luable iſland to the Crown. The numbers wanting you 
will ſee, are, including the Americans, above eleven hun- 

| CIR ED dred, 
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dred, and if you judge proper to change them, then the 
whole will be upwards of fourteen hundred men, 

As I ſhall be on board on Thurſday night, I ſhall be in 
the way of giving the neceſſary orders, for their being re- 
ceived on board the reſpeCtive ſhips any day, or time, you 
ſhall judge neceſſary. 

And as to the general council of war, I ſhall be ready 
to make the ſignal for it's being held on board his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Boyne, on Saturday, or any ſubſequent day that you 
deſire, and cannot but think that final reſolution taken as 
near as you can, to the time for their being put in execu- 
tion, to be a very effectual means, for ſecuring the ſucceſs 
of them, But if you think, out of regard to his excellen- 
cy Mr. Trelawney, who is generally indiſpoſed upon the 
ſalt water, it would be a good natured compliment to him 
to meet at his houſe at Spaniſh Town ; I am very ready ta 
agree to that; and if you will ſettle with him the Day for 
our meeting there, Sir Chaloner Ogle and I will come up ta 
meet you there. 

Capt. Dennis has his orders for failing whenever Lieut. 
Lowther acquaints him he has received your inſtructions in 
writing, and he will have my additional orders for his di- 
rections delivered him ſealed, to open when he is without 


the Keys, I am, 
SIR, 


Port Reyal, Jama ica : ; 
Feb. zi, i741, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


E. Vernon. 

P. S. I ſend you likewiſe a liſt of the American officers 

and men, on board the Kent and Montague, which 
with what I have ſent you before, complete the whole. 
Capt. Denniſon, of the Augu/ia, has my orders, as 
you deſire, for receiving Capt. Burton with your dif- 
patches. E. Vernen. 
Hon. Gen. Wentworth, , 
= > 
OUR favour of the 4th inſt, came to my hands 
yeſterday evening, juſt as I was going to leave Port 
Riyal, for coming on board the Boyne. 

And that all may be regularly conducted without any miſ- 
takes, as you deſire, I ſend this by Capt. HJatn, my Cap- 
tain, for regulating with any one you may appoint, the 
day, time, and place, you would have the officers and 
ſoldiers of the American regiment, now on board our ſhips, 
returned to their corps, who can all be ſent up in the cool 
of the morning appointed for it; and the ſame boats can 

D 2 very 


[| 
| 
| 7 


OPS... YET 


weft 


4 
I EST 


—_— T a 


r 
* - 1 _ 
. 2 


0 
; 


( 20 ] 


very conveniently then repair to whatever place you appoint 
for embarking the officers and ſoldiers of the old regiments 
deſigned for the fleet, who can come down with the ſea 
breeze; and if they are to be victualled with us that day, 
then care may be taken, they be not victualled from the 
tranſports that day. But I reckon the embarking the Ame- 
ricans muſt be deferred to a future day, which ſhall be a- 
greeable to whatever day you deſire. 

And as you have undertaken to ſettle with Governor 
Trelawney, the day and place that may be moſt commo- 
dious for him, I am very ready to pay him that compli- 
ment, and whenever you adviſe me where it is, Sir Chaloner 


Ogle and I will give his Excellency a meeting with you 


there, and Mr. Guiſe; and ſhall be glad it may be on Mon- 
day, as I know I can be ready for proceeding on my part 
at any time that you ſhall deſire. | 

Beyne, in Pert Royal harbour, I am, SI R, 


Jamaica. Feb. 5th, 1741, your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. Hentworth. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


* OURS of the gth was brought me laſt night, in 
which you deſire my opinion, what may be proper- 
eſt to be done from time to time, for the diſcharging of 
tranſports and eaſing the great burthen, to the Crown, on 
that head, as the commanding officer of the forces, in port, 
ſhall find to be neceſſary in your abſence, and on account 
of the neceſſity for Mr. Wallace attending your orders. 
This is what he came to aſk my opinion upon before, 
and I then told him, the regular method was, in my ap- 
prehenſion, for him to make an agreement, with a proper 
deputy, that knew how to carefully execute it on as reaſon- 
able terms as he could for the Crown; and to leave him a 
copy of his inſtructions for his government in it, and acting 


under theorders of the commanding officer of the forces in 


port, by orders and appointments from you, and that I 
ſhould leave directions to the commanding officer of the 
ſhips in port for directing the Captains commanding all 
convoys homeward bound, to take particular care of all 
tranſport ſhips that ſhould be deſirous of putting themſelves 
under convoy. 

Publick notice has long ſince been given of the Briſſol being 
to ſail, as one of the convoys, and ſuch diſcharged tranſports 
as neglect taking a convoy, when it is thus tendered them, 
Foricit the benefit of their charter party in that reſpect, in 
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my apprehenſion ; but if you would have the Briſſal delayed 
for a few days, that ſhall be as you defire, but the Augu/ta 
will ſail as our advice boat on Friday, or Saturday morning 
at fartheſt, ſo pray ſend your letters thither in time, 

The letter, you mention to have wrote to me of the 5th 
inſtant, came to my hands by a negroe boy; but finding 
you had miſunderſtood the ſenſe of the Commiſſioners of 
the victualling, in the letter I ſent to you, that I had 
from them ; to ſhew what it was they expected from their 
agents, in the regular expence of the proviſions they ſent 
out, and in which they blamed their agents for their for- 
mer iſſues to your Commiſſary, without regulzr lemands 
being made for them, and order being given tig by ne, 
for their iſſuing them out accordingly; and. 4 this 
letter to you, Sir, was to ſhew you the meth ' f de- 
fired might be purſued, for regularly charging a'' ine pro- 
viſions they ſhould iſſue by proper orders. 

But in yours you ſeem to imagine the wine men uoned 
to be ſent out, was for the uſe of the ſick, and therefore 
defire a quantity might be ordered for your lick ſoldiers. 

Whereas it is very certain, not a drop of their wine 
was ſent out for ſuch ſervices; for the wine furniſhed to 
our ſick ſeamen, is under a contract, from the ſick and 
wounded office with Mr, T:ic+el/, who furniſhes them with 
wine, as well as all other neceſſaries they want, 

And if you had choſen the example they had ſet, to 
have followed, your fick ſoldiers would have been furniſhed 


with wine in the ſame manner by the director of your 
hoſpital, or whomever you had contracted with, to have 


managed that branch, and there are many, not the leaſt 
judicious in this iſland, that think, if you had accepted 


| Mr. Charlton's houſe for a general hoſpital, and put them 


under the management of ſuch a contract, upon your firſt 
arrival from Cuba, that you would have ſaved the lives of 
many hundreds of your ſoldiers, that have died between 
that time and this. 

As I knew I was to fee you at a council of war on the 
8th inſtant, I had omitted anſwering that letter concluding, 
on that occaſion, you would have mentioned it, and ven 
me an occaſion to ſet you right in it; and as you faic 2. 
thing, I concluded, you had obſerved your miſtake, and 
ſo thought it beſt to let it drop in ſilence. 

To prevent the wine ſhips lying at charges upon the 


Crown, for demurrage, it was neceſſary to clear them as 


ſoon as poſſible, as our agents bad no warchouſe-room tor 
I it; 
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it; and above a third of your forces in condition for ſer- 
vice, are now victualled with it, on board of our ſhips. 

And let me deſire the favour of you, when you have had 
a computation made, what men you have to go out on ſer- 
vice, and for what time they have proviſions on board for 
that number, that you will then give orders to your Com- 
miſſary to apply to me for an order on our agents to deli- 
ver him a proportion of proviſions of all ſpecies, for ſuch 
a number of men, ſuch a certain time, as you ſhall think 
neceſſary ; when J ſhall give him an order upon our agents 
to deliver it to him accordingly; which ] take to be the 
regular method the Commiſlioners deſire ſhould be purſued 
in their ſaid letter, | 

Capt. Beſeawen acquaints me, the Humphry tranſport 
will be entirely cleared of his ſtores by Saturday night, and 
of conſequence ready for obſerving all directions you deſign 
to give about her. I am, 


Boyre, in Port Reyal Harbour, 8 I R, 
Temarce, Feb. 10, 1741. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. //entwerth, humble ſervant, 
| E. Vernon, 
By, &c. 


Hereas there is advice from a Dutch trader of ſome 

veſſels being bound from the coaſt of Carraccas, 

laden with arms and ammunition for Carthagena, which 

are ſaid to be going under convoy of ſome privateer {loops 
from St. Domingo. 

You are hereby required and directed immediately on 
your being clear of the keys (when you are to open theſe 
orders) to ſtretch over directly for the main continent, 
keeping your wind for falling in as far to windward as you 
can, and after having made the land plain, you will then 
proceed to take your ſtation off Point Canca, or where you 
Judge propereſt to windward of Carthagena, in regard to 
wind and weather, for intercepting any thing getting 
into Carthagena from to windward, and for keeping them 
under the alarm they arc at preſent faid to be in, of our 
being coming to renew our attacks upon that place, 


And you will continue cruizing on that ſtation for the 


ſpace of forty days, or your ſoouer receiving any. other 
orders from me by the St, Alban;, or any other ſhip I may 
ſend on that ſervice. 

And as there have been reports of ſquadrons coming 
into theſe ſeas, on the diſcovery of any ſuch, either of 
Spaniards, or any other nation, you are immediately to 


make 
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make the beſt of your way for informing me of it, as being 
of the greateſt importance for his Majeſty's ſervice ;, or on 
your being much weakened, by taking any conſiderable 
prize or prizes, you may, in ſuch caſe, ſtretch over with 
them, for ſeeing them ſecure into this port. 

All Spaniſh ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you 
are to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, ſink, burn or 
deſtroy, 

And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, 
perſons, or effects, of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, 
you are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the faid 
Spaniards ſhips, perſons or effects, wherever you ſhall 
meet the ſame on the ſeas, as you will all ſhips and veſſels 
going to ſupply his Majeſty's enemies, the Spaniardi, with 
contraband ſtores, for their being further proceeded againſt 
according to law. For, Sc. Given on board the Beyne, 
in Port Royal Harbour, famaica, Feb. 10, 1741. 


To Capt. Laws of the Greenwich, E. Vernon. 


Sealed and indorſed, 

Scaled orders for Capt. Laws, not to be opened till he 
gets without Port Royal keys, and has diſpatched 
away all ſhore boats, with which he is directed to 
proceed to ſea with all poſſible expedition, 


My Lord Duke, 
Y laſt letters to your Grace were of the 1ſt of Dec. 
from Cumberland Harlour, and of the 1cth of the 
ſame month from off Cape Tiberoon, which are gone home 
by the unſheathed ſeventy gun ſhips, with Capt. Davers ; 
or the two of ſixty guns with Capt. Knowles, and the 
duplicate of my laſt of the th of December accompanies 
this, 

After leaving the hoſpital ſhip to cruize off Cape Dona 
Maria, for putting my letters on board the homeward- 
bound unſheathed ſhips in their way, and leaving the Jer 
to water in Tibereon bay, I made fail to windward, and 
cruized for ſome time off Jaguimel, keeping well to the 
ſouthward, ſo as to lye in the way both of our own ſhips, 
and of any bound to Port Louis, and had the Che/ter 
eruizing to windward of me off Cape Alta Vela, fo that no- 
thing could well paſs me, and we ſpoke with all we ſaw, 
but without meeting any material intelligence; and hav- 
ng cruized about eight or ten leagues ta the mo 
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of Jagquimel, till the 28th of December, I thought proper 
to bear away for my general rendezvous off Cape T ibercon, 
for being in the way to meet advices from Jamaica, and 
collecting my ſhips together there, that had been detached 
on ſeparate ſervices, and ordered the Worceſter in our way 
to look into Port Louis, to fee what ſhips were there, 
And I ſend your Grace incloſed, a copy of Capt. Cleland's 
report, and alſo of Capt. Stevens's report, whom I ſent 
with the letter to the Marquis de Larnage, and to obſerve 
what they were doing at Leegane and Petit Guave, by 
which you will ſee our convoy were in no danger from 
any thing in thoſe ports, but God knows what force they 
may have had at Martinique. 

On Friday, the 1ſt of Jan. I was joined by the Swift ſloop, 
with the favour of your Grace's letters of the 15th and 3 iſt 
of October, that gave me a great pleaſure to hear our Royal 
Maſter was returned in ſafety to England, and finding the 
convoy, with the tranſports, might now ſpeedily be ex- 
pected, and that their convoy was but weak, and as your 
Grace ſeemed under an uncertainty, which way the French 
ſquadrons might be defigned, I determined to leave the 
ſtrongeſt detachment I could, that were in condition for 
the ſea, to cruize for meeting the ſaid convoy off Cape Alta 
Vela, and accordingly ordered the Kent, Capt. Mitchell, of 
ſeventy guns, with the Montague, Worceſter, and York, of 
ſixty guns, and the Sea- Horſe, of twenty guns, to recruit 
their water on Tiberoon bay with all expedition, and then 
proceed to cruize for them off Cape Alta Vela, till the roth 
of February, or their ſooner meeting with them, when he 
was to put himſelf under Capt. Laws's orders, as the ſenior 
officer, and proceed with him to Jamaica; and I detached 
Capt. Cuſack, who joined me at the rendezvous, in the 
Litchfield, a clean ſhip, to take the itation between the 
iſlands of Heneago and Tortuga, Having determined on 
conſulting with Sir Chaloner Ogle, as ſoon as the neceſſary 
orders were diſpatched to theſe ſhips, we would return to 
Jamaica for holding the general council of war, as your 
Grace directs. 

And on the 4th I was joined by the Sheerneſs, Capt. 
Ward, a clean twenty gun ſhip, who brought me a joint 
letter from Mr. W/entworth, Mr. Guiſe, and Governor 
Trelawney, deſiring our coming down for holding the ſaid 
general council of war, which I ſend your Grace incloſed 
a copy of, without date, as it came to me; and having 


given orders to Capt, Ward, with the Swift, Capt. * 
| | well, 
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well, to go and cruize for a fortnight off Crosted Ifand, 
for clearing the windward paſſage of the enemy's privateers, 
I then directed him, to order Capt. Bladws:1! to the Ration 
I found my Lords of the Admiralty had intended him for, 
purſuant to the orders he had from me, and then to return 
and join Capt. Cufack himſelf, for their proceeding farther 
to windward, upon the Ns breaking away, to cruize 
to windward of Port Hrangois and of the Turks Ilands, 
which will, I hope, give the Spaniſb privateers a general 
rummage. 

And I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of a letter 
brought me from Jamaica, from the Marquis de Larnage, 
of the 1oth of Dec. N. S. and copies of my two letters 
of the 5th of Fan. (the day I anchored in this harbour) to 
Mr. I/ntwerth and Governor Trelawney, defiring we 
might meet to hold the general council of war, and to 
have with us reſpectively thoſe under our orders, that might 
be neceſſary to be under examination before us, and re- 
commending our having his Majeſty's Attorney General, 
to take minutes of our proceedings and draw up our re- 
ſolutions, as he is a ſworn officer to keep ſecret the coun- 
cils of the Crown, and a gentleman of very good abilities 
for it. 

And I muſt not omit acquainting your Grace, that no 
one is more Capable, in my apprehenſion, to give his 
Majeſty a clear and diſtinct account of all proceedings on 
the Carthagena expedition, than Capt. Knmawlzs, who is 
gone home in the /Yeymouth, whom I take to know more 
of the executive part of the duty of an enyineer, than any 
we had at Carthagena, except Capt. More, who was 
unfortunately fo early killed there; and to publick zeal 
and good will for his Majeſty's ſervice, I think he mani- 
felted himſelf infinite! ſuperior to them all; and there- 
fore | cannot but recommend him to be introduced to his 
Majeſty, as one capable of giving his Majeſty all the in- 
formation he may deſire. 

Finding, by accounts come out, that ſeveral things 
have been publickly laid to my charge, as negligences in 
my duty, fince the reading over a manuſcript account called 
an impartial one, where I found four points urged againſt 
me: As, to conform to what ſeemed agreeable to your 
Grace, I have, from the Carthagena expedition, dropped 
all correſpondence, but with my Attornies, my wife, and 
brother, I muft beg your Grace will excuſe me in giving a 


ſhort anſwer to thoſe four points in my letter to your Grace. 
| I. The 


E 


I. The firſt charge is, That my want of intelligence 
was very glaring. 

Anſwer. To the falſity of which, I think I may ap- 
pea! to your Grace, from the accounts I have ſent you 
as I think no officer could well have expected to have 
procured better intelligence than I did. 

II. That I had ſuffered Capt. Townſend in the Shrewſbury 
to lay unneceſlarily expoſed to the enemy's fire, for want 
of orders. | 

Anſwer. This Capt. Townſend can manifeſt to be falſe. 
Upon his having his cable cut, before he could let go ano- 
ther anchor, he was fallen ſo far to leeward, that he could 
not, with ſecurity againſt falling upon the lee ſhore, have 
weighed from thence, till the ſea breeze was done; and [ 
agreed with him in judgment, it was beſt to maintain 
his poſt till night, as his fire was a means in good meaſure 
to keep down the fire of the enemy, which he would have 
laid more expoſed to in moving, beſides the danger of 
falling on the lee ſhore, and that it was near night. 

III. That Idid not leave to the reſpective Captains ſeat 
in to batter Boca Chica caſtle, under Commodore Le/toct's 


command, the option of chuſing their own births, but 


that I ſent other Captains or Officers on board of their 
ſhips, to bring them to an anchor, which he ſuppoſes was, 
becauſe they ſhould not come too near, 

Anſwer, Nothing can poſſibly manifeſt the ignorance, 
as well as malice of the af:ertor, as it is certain, the nearer 
a ſhip can come to a fortreſs, ſhe is ſo much the leſs ex- 
poſed to their fire, and her fire can only in ſuch caſes be 
of any effectual ſervice. 

And it is well known, neither Captains nor pilots of 
thoſe ſhips had ever been in Carthagena, or knew any 
thing of the channel, and that the officers I ſent to poſt 
them were, Capt. Rentone, Capt, Forreft, (now Captains 
in his Majeſty's ſervice) and Capt. Macpherſon (now Purſer 
of the Cumberland) all three officers of experience, who 
had been in Carthagena, and were officers both of very 
good judgment and reſolution, and acquitted themſelves in 
it accordingly ; and, I think, I may value myſelf for pro- 
curing and ſecuring them to the publick ſervice by pro- 
motions in it, 

IV. He aflerts Caſtilis Grande to have had but twenty 
four guns mounted, and that the Spaniards diſmounted the 
guns, aud knocked oft the trunnions before they abandon- 


ed it. 
Anſiver. 
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Anſwer. Captain Knowles can inform your Grace of 
the falſeneſs of this aſſertion, there being fifty nine guns 
in that fortreſs, which the Spaniards abandoned in confu- 
fion, and had neither diſmounted the guns, nor knocked 
off the trunnions, but had ſlightly ſpiked up ſome of them. 

And hearing it has been farther induftriouſly ſpread 
about that Mr. Wentworth was precipitated to the attack 
of fort St. Lazar by ſome warm expreſſions of mine at a 
council of war, I muſt beg leave to mention to your Grace 
my ſentiments on that affair, viz, 

The ſecond day after the attack upon fort St. Lazar, I 
went myſelf to view that fort from the Popa, and ſo viſi- 
bly there perceived how eaſily they might have ſucceeded 
in that attempt, in my apprehenſion, as well as how, for 
want of prudent conduct, and a proper diſpoſition, they 
had come fo ill off, 1 could not forbear, on breakfaſting 
with Mr. Wentworth, to tell him, they had, in my opinion, 
failed for want of advancing to aſcend the hill, to the right 
and left, where it was practicable, inſtead of halting at 
the foot of a ſteep part of the hill they could not aſcend. 
And, that when they had pitched on the wrong place, and 
found they could not gain the aſcent there, that their not 
drawing off the men before the day broke upon them, to 
leave them fruitleſsly expoſed to all the enemy's fire, was 
abandoning them a ſacrifice. 

He ſaid then the commanding officers had not obeyed 
his orders, who were directed to carry on the attack to the 
right and left, 

And Mr. Guiſe was preſent when [I ſaid this to him. 

What is certain is, he never carried nor ſent any of the 
officers that were to lead the attack to the Pa, where he 
might have given them his proper directions, and they have 
known how to have executed his orders, to the beſt advan- 
tage, from their own obſervations: and nothing ſeemed to 
have been properly diſpoſed, the granado ſhells, wool- 
packs and ladders, being ſaid to have been in the rear when 
they began their attack, that ſhould properly have been 
diſtributed for it. 

I afterwards took a view of it to the town ſide, from 
the hill above the Jꝙuit's potworks, on Terra Bamba, and 
I think I ſaw plainly how all thoſe intrenchments, with- 
out fort St. Lazar, might eaſily have bern carried by 
aſlault, under a proper diſpoſition made for it, and that, 
though no ſoldier, I could have formed ſuch a diſpoſition ; 
and had they lodged themſelves that night in the enemy's 
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entrenchments, they would have been under cover from all 


dared to expoſe themſelves over the walls to fire upon them, 
ſo they would have had a ſhort and eaſy ſap in a clay-hill, 
to have mined under a corner of the fort, and made a 
breach, if the enemy would have flayed, to have given 
them that trouble, which J do not believe they would have 
done. 

Had J been conſulted upon the attack, I ſhould have 
adviſed a proper diſpoſition being made for it, and ſhould 
have been ready to have given aſſiſtance in it. 

On the 8th of January we met at the general council of 
war, at Governor Tre/;wney's in Spaniſh T own, and neither 
Mr. Wentworth nor Mr. Trelawney approving of what I 
had propoſed, of requeſting Mr. Attorney General to be our 


Secretary on this occaſion, Mr. Trelatoney offered himſelf 


to undertake it, and Mr. Wentworth offered him his aſſi- 
tance in it, which the reſt of us thanked them for. 

And I ſend your Grace incloſed copies of our proceed- 
ings from the copies I took from their minutes of the 8th 
and oth at Spaniſh Town, but being obliged to adjourn, on 


account of Mr. Guiſe being taken ill on the gth, Mr. Tre- 


{awney undertook to draw the proceedings up fair againſt our 
next meeting, on Mr. Guiſe being well enough to attend. 
On Friday the 15th arrived here the convoy with the 
tranſports under the command cf Capt. Laws, and I fend 
your Grace incloſed copies of my letters of the 17th to 
Gen. I/entworth and Governor Trelawney, deſiring our 
ſpeedy reaſſembling. And we met accordingly on the 19th 
at Mr. D:icker's, when I laid before them all, the intelli- 
gence come to my hands, fince our laſt meeting, particu- 
Jarly thoſe from the intercepted letters brought in by Capt. 
Knight of the Sr. Albans; copies of the moſt material of 


which come incloſed to your Grace, as likewiſe of a letter 


from Capt. Laws of the 15th, and you will obſerve the 
extracts are in the minutes of our proceedings, and the 
opinions of {ome of us given upon two queſtions; I moved 
for the counci;'s deliveration, ſigned by ſuch of us as ap- 
proved of, which were executed at our next meeting at 
Mr, /7Zentwsri5's houſe on the zoth. 

On the 2 iit the council of war of General Officers hav- 
ing given an opinion in regard to what was recommended 
to them, that is inſerted, with my anſwer to it, 

And a ſubſcquent meeting being had at Mr, J/entworth's 
requeſt at my houſe, on the 22d I die up thoſe minutes, 
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fire from the town, and thoſe in the fort could not have 
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and your Grace will find four of us concurring in opinion, 
upon the queſtions moved on them, chiefly on the ſugge- 


ſtion of Mr. _ 
But as Mr. Wentworth gave no particular opinion in 


writing then, your Grace will undoubtedly find it in his 
return, of our proceedings with any particulars I may 
have omitted, as that of being Secretary was what I de- 
clined from the beginning, when J very fairly told them, 
I was come determined to concur in any plan Mr. Went- 
worth ſhould of himſelf judge moſt practicable, that no 
objection might ariſe to it, from being of my recommen- 
dation; and that I ſhould to the beſt of my abilities ſup- 
port the execution of any ſcheme Mr. H/entworth approved 
of, as he muſt be ſuppoſed the beſt judge of what they 
could execute by land. 

I have found ſince Lieut. Lowther's ſcheme was delivered 
to Governor Trelawney, at his Excellency's ſolicitation 
and direction, on the 17th of December, ſo that he and 
Mr. Wentworth had a long time to conſider of it, together 
with Mr. Guiſe, before our coming in from the ſea on the 
5th of January, and our meeting on the 8th. And I was 
pleaſed to hear of any ſcheme of their own fixing upon, 
and I fend your Grace a copy of Lieut, Lowther's ſcheme 
incloſed, 

And as by our reſolutions of the 8th, they had deter- 
mined againſt the eldeſt General Officer having a caſting 
vote, I could eaſily conceive every thing muſt be as they 
pleaſed, and therefore thought it for his Majeſty's ſervice to 
leave the chooſing of the expedition to Mr, //entworth's 
judgment, who has now been long in the country, and 
has had all the intelligence I could procure, as well as what 
he has collected himſelf, 

And as 1 lament my ſituation, and have determined to 
limit my applications of favour from the Crown, to the 
ſingle one of having the conduct of the aforementioned ex- 
peditions ſtrictly and publickly enquired into; and know, 
his Majeſty has an experienced officer here in Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, I muſt requeſt the favour of your Grace, that I 
may be ordered hoine, to undergo the ſtricteſt examination 
into my conduct, as I value the preſervation of my own 
character, I thank God, before any worldly honours what- 
ever, and had rather (according to the opinion of the face- 
tious Sancho) go to heaven plain Ned, than diſpoſe of my- 
ſelf the other way for any conſideration : and your Grace 
may be allured, till ſuch orders arrive, no one ſhall for- 
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ward every ſervice for the honour of our Royal Maſter, 
and the due execution of his orders with more care and 
diligence than I will, but under the daily prayers for a 
deliverance from being conjoined to a Gentleman, whoſe 
opinions I have long experienced to be more changeable 
than the moon. But have endeavoured, agreeable to his 
Majeſty's orders, to maintain the moſt civil correſpondence 
with Mr. Wentworth in my power. 

I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of a letter from the 
Marquis de Larnage of the 19th of Fan. N. S. brought 
me hither by Capt. Olivier, whoſe principal buſineſs I am 
perſuaded was to be a ſpy upon our proceedings at this 
juncture, having had his viſits on the like occaſion before; 
and we muſt watch occaſions to repay them in the ſame 
kind, as well as we can, and I now ſend your Grace in- 
cloſed a copy of my letter to the Marquis de Larnage of 
the 27th of January, our ſtile, to guard againſt their 
having any juſt occaſion of complaint. 

Ever ſince our return from Carthagena, all the con- 
veniencies we have, and the additional ones I could con- 
trive, have all been in a manner wholly employed to ca- 
reen and refit the unſheathed ſhips, and enable them to 
ſwim home upon a bottom of tallow, which ſhould be a 
memento never to ſend unſheathed ſhips to thoſe ſeas any 
more: and having found the expedient of a well tallowed 
bottom will do for the preſent, I hope the Jaſt of the 
eleven will be on her way from hence by the 1it of March, 
for till they are gone, we can do little for the remaining 
ſtheathed ſhips. But I have made fhift to get the Stafford 
a clean ſhip to proceed to the ſtation between the Grand 
Camanes and Cape Cortentes ; and have got the Tilbury out 
to ſea for the ſtation of Rio la Hacha, fo that I am watch- 
inz their motion every way, 

I am patching up for the ſea as many ſhips as I can to 
proceed under our two flags, on our next expedition, but 
ſhalMot be able to exceed ten {hips of the line at moſt, 
and am got ready with my own ſhip, with which, and 
what are ready to proceed with me, I am determined to 
fail whenever the General ſays he is ready, though I leave 
Sir Chaloner Ogle to bring the remainder of our force after 
me, but I hope to have all ready as ſoon as they ſhall be 
ready to proceed, But as to detaining the unſheathed 
ſhips on certain advices of any new ſquadrons of the ene- 
mies arriving here, upon adviſing with the builder and all 
our ſea officers, they arc unauimouſly of opinion, they 

muſt 
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muſt not be detained here on any conſideration, as it would 


be their inevitable ruin, as they ſwim home now only on 
tallow. 

I find Capt. Laws paſſed in the night time with his 
convoy between my cruizers and the ſhore, but falling in 
with an hoſpital ſhip that was ſome days behind them, they 
having the news of the convoy being paſt them, Capt. 
Mitchell judged, for expedition ſake, it would be beſt for 
them to put in to wood and water in Tiberoon bay before 
their return, and he came in with his ſhips, and the ſaid 
hoſpital ſhip the 29th of January, the York (one of them) 
having ſprung her foremaſt, 

I muſt beg leave to trouble your Grace with an incloſed 
copy of a letter from Mr. Wentworth to me of the 1ſt 
of February, and of my anſwer to him of the 2d, in con- 
ſequence of which he has defired the general council of war 
to be held on Monday the 8th. And as the ſoldiers to be 
embarked on board the men of war, will (the laſt of 
them) be on board our ſhips by that day, I can put to ſea 


with the greater part of our ſhips the day after our council, 


or whenever Mr. /Yentworth is ready for entring upon the 
execution of what may be determined upon in our ſaid 
meeting. 

On the 4th the Experiment, Capt. Dennis, failed with 
Lieut. Lowther in one of my ſloop Fenders, under the or- 
ders I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of, for Lieut. Lows 
ther's putting in execution, the inſtructions he had from 
Mr. Wentworth, having made Lieut. Lowther a fifth Lieu- 
tenant, in the Boyne, for his being at leiſure to attend any 
ſervices Mr. Wentworth might deſire. 

And I propoſe concluding my letter, with ſending 
your Grace incloſed a copy of the reſolutions of our council 
of war, to be held on AJonday the 8th of February, as I 
hope the Augu/la may be ready to ſail with my letters to 
your Grace by the 12th, 

On the 8th the general council of war was held at the 
Seuth-Sea houſe, in King len, where Mr. Guiſe being taken 
ill before we entered upon buſineſs, Mr. Blakeney was ſent 
for, to ſupply his abſence, and your Grace has incloſed a 
copy of our reſolutions, which I ſerved as Secretary for 
drawing up. 

And I ain haftening to ſea the Greenwich and St. Albans 
for cruizing, one to windward, and the other to leeward of 
Carthagena, for cutting them off from ail communication 
by ſea, and keeping them under their prefent apprehenſions 


of 
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of our being coming to attack them there, which J men- 
tioned to the council of war, I thought of doing, and they 
all approved of it as a prudent meaſure, 

I can now aſſure your Grace that not a moment's delay 
can poſſibly lay at my door, having all preparations on my 
part in ſuch forwardneſs as I can anſwer for ; but the moſt 
ſhips of the line I can depend upon, for keeping in a body, 
on an enemy coming ſuddenly upon us, will be eight 
fail; the two of eighty guns our flags are flying on board of, 
two of ſeventy, and four of ſixty, and ſuch of our cruizers 
as may diſcover them firſt, to bring us advice of them. 

By a letter ſent me by a flag of truce from the Gover- 
nor of St. Jago de Cuba, which your Grace has, incloſed, 
a copy of, *tis probable, Don Rodrigo de Torrez was not 
then ſailed from the Havanna. 

I have not, by this occaſion, leiſure to add any more, 
but to aſſure your Grace, that I ſhall with pleaſure diſcharge 
my duty to the beſt of my judgment, with a ſincere zeal 
and affection for our royal Maſter's ſervice in every inſtance 
that ſhall offer itſelf; for if they come between us and our 
port, with a ſuperior force, we have no way but to fight 
our way back as well as we can. I am, 

Boyne, in Port Royal My Lord Duke, 


obo, Jamaica, your Grace's moſt devoted 
3 and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/tle, E. Vernon. 
| By, &c. 


Hereas the packets you are charged with for his Grace 

the Duke of Newca/tle, his Majeſty's principal Se- 
cretary of ſtate, are of importance to his Majeſty's ſervice, 
Youare hereby required and directed to put to ſea with the 
firſt opportunity of wind, and to make the beſt of your way 
for England, making Spithead the firſt port of your arrival, if 
the wind favour you for it, where immediately on your arrival, 
you are to ſet out poſt yourſelf, for delivering your packets 
of letters to his Grace yourſelf, that you may be at hand to 
give his Grace what further information he may have occa- 
fion to enquire after; and as Mr. Wentworth ſends his let- 
ters to his Grace by an officer of his own, you will take 
care that neither that officer, nor any officer of your own, 
be permitted to carry or ſend any private letters aſhore, till 
two days after your being ſet out poſt, to prevent any pri- 
vate accounts from appearing in publick before his Majeſty 
has had our publick letters laid before him by his _— , 

An 


p 


two Spaniſh ſhips coming from Porto Bello; 
| F 
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And when you have delivered my letters to his Grace, 
and he has diſcharged your further attendance at that time, 
you will then proceed to deliver my letters to the Right Hon. 
Sir Charles Wager, and then thoſe directed to the Secretary 
of the admiralty, writing in to the board for their Lordſhips 
orders for your further proceedings, and will take care to 
forward thoſe ſafely to hand that are directed for all the 
publick offices, | 

All Spaniſb ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you 
are to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, fink, burn, or 
deſtroy. | 

And as to the daring and unauthoriſed attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation, to cover and proteR the ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, you 
are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spaniards 
ſhips, perſons, or effects, wherever you ſhall find the ſame 
on the ſeas, 

But in regard to the importance of the diſpatches, you are 
charged with, you are not to occaſion unneceſſary delays, 
by chaſing out of your way, For which this ſhall be your 
warrant, Given under my hand on board his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Boyne, in Port Royal Harbeur, Jamaica, this 11th 
of February 1741, 


To Capt. Denni/on of the Auguſta. E. Vernon. 


S I R> 
I Have rece:ved your Excellency's letter of the 12th inſt. 

and ſnall appoint the Kent, Capt. Mitchell, to receive 
ow Excelleacy and your retinue, at any time you ſhall de- 

Ire it. 

And if doctor Bec:f:rd deſigns accompanying us, he ſhall 
be very welcome to ſuch accommodations az I can make 
for him on board the B-yne, I am, 

Boyne, in Pet Royal S I R, 


2 your Excellency's moſt 
6. 13th, 1741. obedient humble ſervant. 
His Excellency Gov. Trelawney. E. Vernon, 
By, &c. 


W Hereas there is advice from a Dutch trader, of ſome 

veſſels being bound from the coaſt of Car racca, la- 
den with arms and ammunition for Carthagena, which are 
ſaid to be going under Convoy of ſome Spanyh privateer 
ſloops from St. Deming? ; and there being likewiſe advice of 


Capt. 


* %, 4 2 4 on SK 7 2 : — „ — 2 9 1 
— : a - F . N - 8 * 1 —_ — . 
„„ — — — - * 8 * — — G 
L _—_— — - — — 2 BS Bw - — —_ oo — -* 1 — 


„ 
—_— —_— — — 
— — — — 


— — * 


— 


— 


— 


— 2 
2 
= 


— * 2 A 2 
K * p A g — 
1 1 . * 7 2 3 C — . —— mn 
* - 2. N — * — 
* * - — a > — » - - 
0 — Wu 4s - 
* — 4 0 * — 
* 6— . ↄ - ĩð 2 85 —— —Uö — — * * * 
* A 


Capt. Laws having already my orders, for cruizing to 
windward off Carihageua, for the intercepting any ſhips or 
veſſels getting into Carthagena that way ʒ as your cruizing to 
leeward of it will put you in the way, both of intercepting 
any ſhips or veſſels coming from Porto Bello, or likewiſe 
ſtraitning them of proviſions, and keeping them under the 
alarm, they are at preſent ſaid to be in, of our being coming 
to renew our attacks upon that place : 

You are hereby required and directed, immediately on 
your being clear of the keys of Pert Royal (when you are to 
open theſe orders) to ſtretch over directly for the main con- 
tinent, keeping your wind for falling in as far to windward 
as you can, for your ſpeaking with Capt. Laws, and com- 
municating to him theſe your orders, for your cruizing to 
leeward of Carthagena, as he is to windward, for the reaſons 
abovementioned, and concerting how to join on any intelli- 
gence you may receive, making it neceſſary ; and to ac- 
quaint him it is my advice to you both, you ſhould agree 
to ſhare in prizes taking in the cruize, for carrying on "the 
ſervice with greater harmony. 

And as having the aid of ſome ſince hulks may be of ſer- 
vice to us, in our projected expedition, you will when you 
judge moſt proper for it, endeavour to intercept ſome of 
them, and Keep two of the beſt for ſuch future ſervices ; leav- 
ing you a latitude in the chuſing your ſtation, as ſhall from 
the intelligence you meet with be moſt likely for your in- 
tercepting the trade of the enemy, and cutting off all corre- 
ſpondence with Carthagena ; and probably from ſome trad- 
ing ſloops at the Baru you may learn ſome material intel- 
ligence, for your better government, in the execution of 
theſe my orders for cruizing to leeward of Carthagena, for 
blocking them up that way, and intercepting their trade. 

And you will continue cruizing for the ſervices above- 
mentioned for the ſpace of forty days, or your ſooner re- 
ceiving any other orders from me, by any of my cruizers, 
I may ſend on that ſervice, 

And on intelligence that may make your joining Capt, 
Laws neceſſary, you are carefully to endeavour it. 

And as there have been reports of ſquadrons coming into 
theſe ſeas, on the diſcovery of any ſuch, either of Spani- 
ards or any other nation, you are immediately to make the 
beſt of your way for informing me of it, as being of . 
greateſt importance for his Majeſty's ſervice, 

All Spaniſb ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you 
are to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, fink, burn, or 
deſtcoy. And 
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And as to the daring and unauthoriſed attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, you 
are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spaniards 
ſhips, perſons, or effects, wherever you ſhall find the ſame 
on the ſeas, as you will all ſhips and veſſels going to ſupply 
his Majeſty's enemies, the Spaniards, with contraband 
ſtores, for their being farther proceeded againſt according to 
law. For, &c. Given on board the Boyne, in Port Royal 
Harbour, Jamaica, the 13th of Feb. 1741. 


To Capt. Knight, of the Sr. Albans. 


Sealed and indorſed. | | 
Sealed orders for Capt. Knight of the St. Albans, not 
to be opencd till he gets without the keys, and has 
diſpatched away all ſhore boats with which he is 
directed to proceed to ſea with all poſſible expedition. 


By, &c. b 
Hereas you have here annexed to your orders, a copy 
of the inſtructions given to Lieut, Robert Hodgſon, as 
they were communicated to me, and atteſted to be a true 
copy of them, as he had received them from Gen. //ent- 
worth and Gov. Trelawney. 

You are hereby required and directed, carefully to give 
your beſt aid and affittance, in the due execution of them, 
by proceeding directly for the Muſquetto ſhore, with the 
Margaret tranſport under your convoy, with Lieut, Hedg- 
ſon, and on your arrival there you will concert with him 
the time when he judges you may be ready to proceed to 
the place ſaid to be mentioned in his order, N* 2, that he 
is directed to open on his arrival there. 

And if you find it may be ſome time before he can be 
ready, and there be any trade of the enemies, that you 
judge you can intercept or deſtroy in that neighbourhood, 
without the leaſt hazard of your not being ready to attend 
Lieut. Hodgſon, to proceed to the place appointed; you 
may then endeavour at performing ſuch ſervice. 


E. Vernon. 


5 But if they can ſoon be ready, you are by no means to 
ge think of it, but to take on board his Majeſty's loop Bonetta, 
* Lieut, Hodgſon, and the forty or fifty Indians, as deſired, 

f and proceed with them with all poſſible expedition, to the 
bu place that ſhall be mentioned in the faid order, Nꝰ 2; vic- 
or tualling them as you do your floop's company, during the 


ad - time they ſhall continue on board. 
| 2 All 
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All Spaniſh ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you 
are to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, fink, burn, or 


deſtroy. 

And as to the daring and unauthoriſed attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majelty's enemies the Spaniards, you 
are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spaniards 
ſhips, perſons, or effects, wherever you ſhall find the ſame 
on the ſeas, as you will all ſhips and veſſels going to ſupply 
his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, with contraband ſtores, 
for their being further proceeded againſt according to law. 
For, &c. Given on board the Boyne, in Port Royal Har- 


beur, Jamaica, 13th of Feb. 1741. 
To Capt. Lea, of the Bonetta loop, E. Vernon. 


Sealed and endorſed. 
Sealed orders not to be opencd till he ſhall be got 
without the keys, and have diſpatched away all 
ſhore boats, | 


To Mr. Hodgſon. <> 
V OU are to repair forthwith on board the Margaret 
tranſport, to ſail for the Muſquetto ſhore, under con- 
voy of the man of war that Admiral Vernon ſhall appoint 
for that purpoſe, 

At your arrival there, you are to open the orders, No 2, 
and to deliver Mr, Pitts his commiſſion, and to require his 
aTſtance in getting as many Muſquetto men as you can, 
ready to come away with you immediately, to a place you 
will tnd mentioned in the order. Though the more you 
get the better, yet you have my leave to come away in the 
men of war, as ſoon as you have got forty or fifty, if you 
ond a difficulty in getting more in a reaſonable time. 

The arms, powder, ball, and goods, are left to the diſ- 
poſal and direction of you and Mr. Pitts, in whoſe cuſtody 
vou are to leave the whole, or part, as you ſee occaſion 
when you come away ; only requiring from him, as the 
guncil does from you, an account of the quantities given, 
and reaſons for what you give away. | 

The purpoſe, for which they are to be chiefly given is, 
to engage as many of the Mus uetto men as you or he can 
poſlibly get together, to join the fifty or ſixty that may 
h:ppen to come along with you, at the ſame place mention- 
ed in the order; as likewiſe to engage the affections of the 
[udians in general for the future. 

| I | You 
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You are likewiſe empowered to hire as many white men 
and their negroes as you can agree with, and their periau- 
gau's, and to leave as many handycrafts men, of your de- 
tachment with Mr. Pitts, as he fhall think neceflary for 
the purpoſe. 

You are likewiſe to leave the tranſport under his direc- 
tion, and require him to repair as ſoon as he is ready, with 
the white men, the My/quetto men, and the negroes under 
his command, with all convenient ſpeed to the general ren- 
dezvous. 

You are empowered alſo, to diſtribute the gun-powder 
ſeiſed by you on the ſhore, belonging to Capt. Hayes, a- 
mong the Muſuetto men, and to confiſcate the goods of 
foreigners, and to ſeize all contraband goods, as powder, 
arms, Cc. that are going to be carried to the enemy. 

Feb, 12th, 1741-2, Tho. Wentworth, 
Edw. Trelatuney. 


SIR, 
FT? HE above is a copy of the orders given to me, by 
Gov. Trelawney, and Gen. Wentworth. The Go- 
vernor ordered me to ſhew them to you, and to get ready 
as ſoon as poſſible; I ſhall be ſo to morrow, and humbly 
requeſt a convoy to ſail the next day, or when you think 
proper, if it can be ſpared. I am, Sir, 


Boyne, Feb, 12th. your obliged and 
1741-2. moſt obedient ſervant, 
Vice Admiral Vernon, a copy. Robert Hodgſon, 
SIR, 


] Have this afternoon received your letter of this day's 
date, at Mr. TickelPs, where I came on a viſit to Mr, 
Guiſe, being to lie at Port Royal to night. 

T he iſland floop is under the orders, the gentlemen of the 
iſland pay the hire of her for the proteCtion of their trade, 
and will fail to morrow morning. But as I have bomb- 
ketches and their tenders I have no intention of taking to 
ſea with me, one, or the other ſhall be ready for the ſer- 
vice you delire, at any time you deſire it. 

Halfway-tree, Fb. I am, 81 R, 


15th, 1741. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen. Wentworth, E. Vernon. 
S IR, 


Have received yours this morning by Capt. J/ilmet, and 


as he informs me the detachment you are ſending tor 
Part 
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Port Antonio is of about fifty men, the Thunder Bomb- 
ketch can be very well ready to fail with them to morrow 
morning, or whenever you deſire, and ſhall ſend the de- 
tachment on board for that purpoſe ; for as ſhe is lying 
here ſo much onwards of her way, it would be a great 
loſs of time for her to go to King /ton, and the Captain 
ſhall have orders to victual the detachments both ways. 

I have ordered half a ſcore of the irons to be made, 
part of which are done already, which I think a little 
clumſy ; but having a forge on board, and blackſmiths too, 
as I ſhall carry iron, we can ſoon make more if this pat- 
tern be approved of. | 

The moſt dangerous enemy is delay, and am glad I can 
acquaint you I am ready to proceed with you on any day 
you defire, and can leave ſome of our men of war behind, 
to bring after us whatever may not be ready to proceed 
with us, which I think might be the beſt method of pro- 
ceeding. I am, 

Pert Reyal, Jamaica, 81 

. ene. your moſt obedient 


Hon. Gen. Ventworth. humble ſervant, 
| E. Vernon. 
S I R, 
] RECEIVED yours of this day this evening, and 

Capt. Burnaby of the Thunder bombketch will be at 
your quarters with this letter to morrow morning ; and as 
the detachment is of fifty men only, he will endeavour to 
ſtow the two months proviſions you ſend with them, when- 
ever it comes to him. 

He was ready to have failed this morning if your de- 
tachment had come on board as was expected, and will 
fail as ſoon after their arrival as poſſible, 

Whatever orders Mr. Cathcart may have received from 


me, he will undoubtedly have to produce, for I cannot 
charge my memory with all orders I may have thought 
proper to give, as emergencies made them appear to me to 
be neceſſary. I am, 


Port Reyal, Feb. 81 R, 
17, 1741. Your moſt obedient- 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth, humble ſervant, 


E. Vernon, 


SIR | 
I RECEIVED this day about noon a letter from you, 
dated the 19th inſtant, and ſaid to have incloſed a pa- 
per given to you by Mr, Wallace, the letter was brought 
by 
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by a cockſwain of the Graftor's boat; but though the letter 


_ ſealed, there was no paper incloſed therein of any 
ind. 

I had many maſters of tranſports on board the Boyne laſt 
night, to complain to me of one of the maſters being bar- 
barouſly murdered by a drunken enſign the night before, 
and that if they were not protected from the frequent in- 
ſults of your officers, who treated their men like ſlaves, 
their men in general threatned to leave them. : 

The Coroner's inqueſt can inform you of the fact, 
which well deſerves your conſideration ; and if the tranſ- 
ports boats are perpetually haraſſed in attending upon the 
officers, I cannot ſee how they can be at leiſure to carry 
on the publick ſervice they were hired for; had your 
officers had general orders to have been on board their tranſ- 
ports before the watch was ſet, this murder would pro- 
bably not have been committed by a drunken enſign com- 
ing off at ten at night. I told the maſters it was not 
within my juriſdiction, and that for preventing the like 
for the future they muſt apply to you, and for juſtice to the 
civil Magiſtrate, PET 

If your officers cruel uſage to maſters of tranſports and 
their men be the occaſion of their men deſerting them, 
bringing them under better diſcipline, I apprehend may 
prevent thatz and if you otherwiſe want failors, on your 
procuring a warrant from the Governor for taking up ſtrag- 
gling ſeamen, that prudently executed in Xingſton might 
furniſh you a ſupply in .caſe of neceflity; for you well 
know, from our many repreſentations at councils of war, 
the diſtreſſed condition of his Majelty's ſhips for want of 
ſeamen. | 

And as Capt. Beſcatben acquaints me, he ſhall be ready 
to fail for England on Thurſday next, you will be pleaſed 
to get your letters prepared to go by him. I am, 

Boyne, in Port Royal harbour, SI R, 
Jamie, Feb. 20, 1741 your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. JYentworth, humble ſervant, 
| Z. Vernon. 


CLE: 


| A8 I hope you are near ready for failing, as J have informed 


you I have been long ſince, give me leave to remind 
you, Sir, that at our councils I mentioned my intentions 
of leaving our bombketches and their tenders behind; 
as of m uſe in the projected ſexvices; and I have accord- 
ingly 
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ingly poſted them out of reach of ſurprize, and for the 
defence of this harbour; and you may remember, that as 
the train officers and men belonging to them were come 
out, under the command of Lieut. Chambers, with direc- 
tions to him to receive his orders from me, without any 
notice taken in his orders and inſtructions of M- L--s : 

And as you cannot but have remarked what great pre- 
judices and delays have ariſen to his Majeſty's ſervice, by 
the continual ſottiſhneſs of M—r L—s, I gave it you as 
my opinion, that if you had occaſion to defire, that the 
detachment of the train under his command might be 
joined to the army in this expedition, I thought it would 
be moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, that they ſhould continue 
under the ſeparate command of Lieut. Chambers, which you 
ſeemed to approve of, 

But as from that time to this I have never had any appli- 
cation from you, whether they ſhould be joined to the 
army for this expedition, you will give me leave now to re- 
mind you of it, that if you do defire them, they may be 
ordered on board ſome of the ordnance ſtoreſhips for their 
paſſage, as the veſſels they are now in will not go to ſea, 
and in ſuch caſe I hope you will approve that I ſhould or- 
der Lieut. Chambers to at immediately under your orders, 
and not to be liable to the ſottiſn M—r L—s, which I 
think you will find great advantages in for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, as he ſeems to be both a ſober and diligent officer : 
this, Sir, I believe you will think requires your ſpeedy reſo- 
lution in. 

Your letter of the 22d did not come ſo ſoon to my hands, 
being obliged to make an excurſion, for having a little lei- 
ſure for writing my Letters for England, by Capt. Boſcawen 
without interruption, | 

I fear if your enſign that committed that brutal action be 
not brought to juſtice, it may prove the occaſion of more 
deſertions, and that their cruel treatment was the occaſion 
of it before. 

I muſt beg leave to remind you of a paragraph of the 
agent of tranſports letter to you of the 25th of January, 
where he mentions the ſeamen deteſting to come on board ] 
the tranſports, on account of the ill uſage they receive 
from the forces; which is too apparent a fact, as well as 
the defect of all diſcipline while on board them, through 
which the lives of many of your forces have fallen a 4acri- 
fice to rum and ſottiſnneſs. 


On | 
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On the ſtricteſt enquiry after what men had come into 
the ſervice of his Majeſty on board his ſhips of war, I do 
not find there are above twenty of them, and not one of 
them preſled into the ſervice, but all have come to take 
ſhelter in his Majeſty's ſhips, from the cruel uſage they re- 
ceived on board the tranſports; and had the King's officers 
not received them, they would have been loſt both to the 
Crown's fervice and the tranſports too, and inſtead of 
theſe twenty ſeamen, retired into the Crown's ſervice for 
protection, your agent to the tranſports well knows, 
that to the tranſports and ordnance ſtore-ſhips, I have my- 
ſelf furniſhed a ſupply of above two hundred Spaniſh ſea- 


men, and the memorial you ſent me, is a complaint of the 


deſertion of three of thoſe Spaniſh ſeamen that were thus 
ſupplied by me. 

By the charter party of the tranſports, they were to 
furniſh eight able ſeamen for every hundred tuns, and 
there is no abatement to the Crown for the want of them ; 
and being in port where money can procure them, they 
ſhould be well enabled to do it, by the advantages they 
have had by failing with a number ſhort of their charter 
party, but if they do not procure men, my laſt letter 
points out a method to you, that I think in emergencies 
you may practiſe; and by a regular diſpoſition, and a pro- 
per warrant, may eaſily effect, by ſupplying yourſelf with 
ſufficient numbers of ſtraggling ſeamen there; and you 
know the Juſtices of Peace, and Conſtables, have execut- 
ed ſuch meaſures for recruiting the army in emergencies. 

J am ſorry to obſerve to you, Sir, you ſeem to have a 
pleaſure in laying obſtructions to the ſervice at my door, L 
have now laid before you how groundleſs they are in the 
particular you mentioned; and I promiſe you, Sir, when 
proper time comes for it, I will make it appear to whom 
all the diſappointments to his Majeſty's ſervice in thete parts 
are principally to be attributed in my apprehenſion, with 
much more juſtice, I am, 

Boyne, in Pert Reyal Harb-ur, 81 R, 
Jamaica, Feb. 24, 1741. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. Ventiborth. humble ſervant, 


E. Vernon. 

My Lord Duke, 
MI Y laſt to your Grace was of the 11th inſtant by the 
Auguſta, Capt. Denniſon, duplicate of which accom- 
panies this by the Prince Frederick, Capt. B:ſcawen, whom 
{ thank God, by the help of 5.0 paid tallow bot: 
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we have been able to put in a pretty tight condition-for 
ſwimming home. 

And as Capt. Boſcawen informed me, he ſhould be ready 
for failing on the 26th inſtant, he has his failing orders 
from me, as I was in hopes we ſhould have got to ſea be- 
fore him, having in my laſt acquainted your Grace I was 
then ready to put to ſea, and I have not failed fince, to re- 
mind Mr. Ventworth, that in my apprehenſion, delay was 
the moſt fatal enemy we had to apprehend, which I will 
be careful ſhali never lay at my door, being ready to put to 
ſea on any day that he acquaints me he ſhall be ready, but 
it was not till the 21ſt at night that I had the application 
from the Commiſſary for my orders, for what proviſions 
he ſhould want to be iſſued to kim, which he had the in- 
ſtant he applied for it, and was glad to find it was only 
for bread, he having ſupplied the tranſports with all other 


- ſpecies from his former ſtores ; ſo the ſupplying that, can- 


not take them up much time, 

The principal thing I can have to acquaint your Grace 
with ſince, is the diſpo! n have made, and am making 
of my cruizers, to take all poſſible care againſt our being 
liable to any ſurpriſals, and for being ftrengthened by my 
cruizers on their firſt diſcovery of any ſquadron of his Ma- 
jeſty's enemies the Sauj,ᷣ ds, or others. 

I have diſpatched out (as [ mentioned to your Grace, I 
intended) the Greenwich and St. Albans for cruizing, one 
to windward, and the other to leeward off Carthagena, 
for cutting them off from all communications, and keep- 
ing them under the alarm of our being coming to viſit 
them. And the T:lbyry (J had ſent to cruize off Rio la 
Hacha) being obliged to leave her ſtation through her 
proving extremely leaky, and meeting very bad weather, 
I am detaching the Hen and a clean twenty gun ſhip to 
that ſtation, as the principal for intercepting any ſhips of 
the enemies; and our having the earlieſt information from 
them, of the motions of any of the enemy's ſquadrons to- 
wards us, in which caſe I expect to be joined by them, 
and thoſe off Carthagena. 

The Lite, field and Sheerneſs now cruizing to windward 
off Port Francis, for intercepting the enemy's trade, and 
ſcouring their privateers out of that quarter, whoſe cruize 
is out the firſt of next month; Orders are left for them both 
to refit with all poſſible expedition, the former to return to 
the ſtation to windward off Port Frangois, and the other to 
cruize on the South fide of Hiſpanioia to windward off Port 
Louis, 


($1 


Louis, by whom I ſhall have intelligence of any ſquadron's 
coming into theſe parts. And by the Pembr:4?; prize, 
Capt. /Yatkins, J ſent orders to Capt. Smith of the Eltham 
to ſend me the earlieſt advices of any ſquadron arriving in 
thoſe parts: ſo J hope I have taken the moſt prudent pre- 
cautions for procuring intelligence, and preventing ſur- 
prifals. 

I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of my line of battle, 
in which I have poſted all the abſent ſhips, under orders to 
join me, as well as the preſent, that on any ſudden emer- 
gency, our diſpoſition may be ready formed : of thoſe the 
Strafford's cruize will be out the 15th of March, for whom 
I leave orders to refit, and join me as ſoon as poſſible. The 
Tilbury, through her great crazineſs requires to be careened, 
and have her defects repaired. The Tyger, whoſe cruize 
has been long out, I fear has, either by chafing to leeward, 
or a lee current, been obliged to go through the gulph; and 
if ſo, we may hear of her firſt from the northern 
colonies. 

The Princeſs Louiſa and Cheſter, that are condemned 
for being only fit for a ſummer's paſſage home, I leave 
under orders of getting refitted, to go home convoys to the 
trade, one the latter end of pril, and the other probably 
of May. | 

The Bri/el failed from hence the 2oth, convoy to the 
diſcharged tranſports, and ſuch other trade as were de- 
ſirous of her convoy, being chiefly veſlels for the northern 


colonies. = | 
The Fer/ſey will ſoon be ready to fail for England, de- 


ſigning ſhe ſhall take under her care any other diſchargeda. 


tranſports, that did not get ready for the laſt convoy, And 
the Prince of Orange, now at the whart careening, which is 
the laſt of the unſheathed ſhips, has orders to proceed for 
England, as ſoon as ever ſhe is ready. 

As I apprehend the bombketches to be of no uſe to us, in 
our preſent expedition, I have poſted them with the nar- 
rows, to aſſiſt in the defence of that channel; and have drawn 
ſuch general orders for Capt. Jg, whom | leave to com- 
mand in my abſence, as I conceive to be moſt necellary, 
in caſe of any enemy coming to attack this harbour, and 
I leave an unſheathed fireſhip careening, for an advice- 
boat on any emergency. 

And having juſt made a ſhift to patch up all our ſhips, 
ſor preſent ſervice, we have now drained our ſtore houſes 
of all neceſlary cordage for a refitting, fo are properly on 
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our laſt legs, till a future ſupply; and the unſheathed 
ſhips have ſo employed us, that I have not yet had the op- 
portunity of careening any one of the ſheathed ſhips, that 
came out with Sir Chaloner Ogle, though. they are all in 
great need of it; and your Grace will obſerve, that I am 
not like to have in a body more than eight ſail of the line, 
without being joined by my cruizers, which are, I think, 
ſo poſted, as I may depend on being joined by part of them, 
on any ſquadron of the enemy's moving our way. And my 
former letters have fully informed your Grace, how weak 
we are in point of ſeamen in all our ſhips, though | we 
omitted no reaſonable means of recruiting them hei 
as I could, 
1 ſent your Grace in my laſt a copy of a letter I received 
from the Governor of St. Jago de Cuba, of the 14th in- 
ſtant, their ſtile, ſent hither by Don Miguel Perez, prin- 
cipally, as I conceive, for being a ſpy upon us, and tranſ- 
mit you now a copy of my anſwer to it, of the 17th 
our ſtile, which I have ſent Capt. Stevens to ſea with, and 
a power to treat with that Governor on a cartel, which 
J do not think he has a power to do; my principal view 
being to procure the releaſe of Capt. /Yji/zs, from whom 
I am perſuaded we ſhould receive m-:-rial intelligence; for 
I know, from thoſe priſoners I Iden, he can have none, 
but that the Prince Frederick was © ry leaky ſhip. And 
I hope we ſhall be at ſea before Capt. Stevens can reach 
the harbour of St, Fags, and belicyc his cruizing off their 
port, will be an argument with them, that we are coming 
that way again, | 

And mult not omit mentioning, that I have diſpatched 
the Bouetta to fea, with a tranſport, under her convoy, for 
the Muſquetts ſhore, to aſſiſt in the execution of ſuch or- 
ders, as Mr. JYentworth had given Lieut. Hodgſon, who 
ſailed hence on the 14th of this inftant Feb. ſo that no- 
thing has been omitted, that has been deſired from me, 
tor their procuring the intelligence and aſſiſtance they 
thought they wanted. I ain, 
My Lord Duke, 
your Grace's 

moſt devoted and 
obedient humble ſervant, 


E. Vernon, 


Byte, in Pert Royal Harbour, 
Le | s 0 a - a 
Jj anmaica, Feb. 255 1741. 


H. S. The Sheerneſs has juſt 
ſent in a prize, but her 
people had run her aſhore 
and deſerted her. 


His Grace the Duke of Ne. 


I S IR, 
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| SIR, 


Aking a retreat into the country yeſterday, to com- 
plete my letters for England, the favour of yours of 
he 24th did not come into my Hands till this morning. 

As I am fully ſatisfied the bombketches can be of no 
uſe to us, in our preſent views, I well know how wrong it 

ould be to charge myſelf with the hazard of their ſpring- 
ing their maſts, and proving a great and unneceſſary incum- 
' rance to us. 

And I ſend you incloſed a liſt of the officers and men, 
of the royal Regiment of artillery, that are on board the 
bombketches and their tenders, which detachment is ſent 
out under the command of Lieut. Chambers, with directi- 
ons for him to follow my orders; and as I ſend this letter 
and lift by him, I deſire you will be pleaſed to chuſe out 
ſuch part of them, as you think may be neceflary to be 
joined to the army on this expedition, and to appoint ſuch 
of the ordnance ſtore-ſhips you would have Lieut. Chambers 
and the reſt of them to embark on board, defiring you 
would appoint Lieut. Chambers not to be embarked in the 
ſhip with M. L—s, whoſe ſottiſnneſs and dilatory proceed- 
ings I have ſeen and heard ſo much of, that I think it would 
be moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, if L. Chambers were to 
command this detachment ſeparate from him under your 


immediate orders: however my orders to him, when you 


have choſe out the detachment you would have to go, ſhall 


be to embark on board the ordnance ftore-ſhips you ſhall 


appoint for them, and to obey all ſuch orders as he ſhall re- 


ceive from you; ſo you may put him under M. L—-'s or- 


ders, if you think proper; but as it does not appear to me 
to be for his Majeſty's ſervice ſo to do, I defire to be excuſ- 


ed from giving ſuch Orders myſelf. 


I was glad to hear the enſign had ſurrendered himſelf, 
and taken his trial, and found means to ſoften his evidence 
before they appeared in court, and obtained a favourable 


verdict, 
I never heard that preſſing was allowed by law, but 


cuſtom and uſage has admitted the exerciſe of it, in caſe 


of neceſſity; and when Admiral Hafer was diſtreſſed for 
men, the then Governor of Jamaica took ſeamen up for 


his ſervice by his authority in all parts of the iſland; and 
your officers and men in and about Aigen might eaſily 


and ſucceſsfully ſupport his warrants there, by the hands of 
a Conſtable, the proper civil Magittrate. 


I will 
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T will give orders to diſtribute the officers and foldiers on 
board the Tilbury into the Nippon and York, who are in 
reſent want of their aid, with your approbation; and 
am in all reſpects ready to proceed to ſea with you when 


you deſire it. I am, 
Boyne, in Pet Royal harbour 8 TJ R, 
1 our moſt obedient 
P. S. Lieut. Chambers being humble ſervant, 

ill, it will be Lieut. De/- E, Vernon. 
aguliers that brings you 
this letter. 

Hon. General J/entworti, 


8 
1 Have received yours this morning by the hands of Capt. 

* Hilmit, and whencver you fend me an account into 
which of the ordnance ſtore-ſhips you would have the 
Whole detachment of the royal regiment of artillery, that 
came out under Lieutenant Chambers, to be under my 
orders, embark on board, I will give the neceſſary orders 
in it; and to Lieut. Chambers, for joining the army, and 
acting under your orders. 

I have already mentioned to you, Sir, what was done 
by the Governor of Tamaica, when Admiral Haſier required 
their aſſiſtance; and that the Governor's power and yours 
are full as well juſtified in impreſſing, where his Majeſty's 
ſervice may require it, as mine; and make not the leaſt 
doubt, but with a Juſtice's warrant, prudently ſupported in 
the execution by a Conſtable, you might, in the town of 
King ſlen, pick up, of ſtraggling ſeamen, as many as you can 
deſire; though I think the maſters of tranſports ought of 
themſelves to find them, and they that don't ſhall be pro- 
teſted againſt, 

Another recourſe you have in your power, is borrowing 
men from the ſeveral hoſpital tranſports you leave behind 
you, which, by giving additional wages to ſuch ſeamen, I 
am perſuaded they will be content with ; and you may pay 
for blacks, that they may hire to ſupply their places. 

The ſoldiers on board the Tilbury, as well as thoſe on 
board the Rippen and York, I find, by looking over the 
returns, are all of the American regiment ; ſo that the re- 
moval of them will be agreeable to what you deſire, of 
not intermixing them with other regiments, 


All 
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All but the Ripon and York are ready to fail on any day 
you deſire, and both thoſe ſhips will be ready to follow us 
this day ſev2::night;z and I ſhall order my victuallers to 
come under their convoy to us, and that they take under 
their convoy any of your tranſports, or ftore-thips, that 
may not be ready to fail with you; and Capt. Allen has my 
orders to fall down to Port Royal, whenever you deſire it, 

Mr. Wallace brought me a verbal meſſage from you in 
the beginning of the week, about ſome blocks you deſired 
him to mention to me your wanting, and then I told him, 
they might go to our ſtore-keeper, and look out any thing 
we had that they wanted, and on his giving his receipt, 
or any proper officer, they would have them, and the ſtore- 
keeper ſhould have my order for their delivery, when I 
knew what they were. I am, 


Boyre, in Port Reyal Harbour, 8 I R, : 
Jamaica, F<, 27, 1741, your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen. Wentworth, E. Vernan, 


STIR), 
I Have the favour of your Excellency's letter of this day's 

date, and apprehend, the Negroes employed at the 
hoſpital are principally Carpenters and Bricklayers, that 
belong to the maſter workmen, contracting for the build- 
ing, whom, in this country, your Excellency knows, make 
very high wages for their maſters, to five and ten ſhillings 
a day; and beſides, I have no more power over them, than 
your Excellency, | 

Your Excellency knows, it has been always my opinion, 
that we ought to proceed with all poſſible expedition, with 
ſuch a force as we have; and that I never thought half the 
forces neceſſary, that the General and your Excellency 
did ; and that our moſt fatal enemy to be apprehended w 
delay. | 

Governor Aſcough having both ifſued the proper orders, 
and had them duly put in vigorous execution, for manning 
Mr. Hoſſer's fleet, I cannot conceive why the ſame methods 
might not be put in practice by your Excellency for any 
ſupply Mr. /Yentworth may think he wants for the tranſ- 
ports, which I am perſuaded cannot be conſiderable; and 
that it is in great part owing to the avarice of the maſters, 
and the ill uſage to the ſeamen from the forces; and taking 
that number of ſtraggling ſeamen out of King fon, I am 

fully 
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fully convinced, would be of prejudice to no one honeſt 


man in this iſland, I am, 


cyne, in Port Royal Harbour SIR), 
8 3 Feb. 25. = f your Excellency” 8 
| : - moſt obedient 
His Excellency Gov. Trelawney. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon, 


| By, &c. 
WW Hereas it might be of the moſt dangerous conſequence 
to attempt carrying a large fleet into the ſea at once 
from this harbour through: ſo hazardous a channel; and as 
his Majeſty's ſervice, and the ſeaſon of the year, call for 
our beingat ſea with the utmoſt expedition: * | 

You are hereby required and directed to give orders to 
all your diviſion (but the Vulcan fire-ſhip, who is ordered to 
anchor under the middle for their greater ſecurity of their 
getting out, as the Phaeton fire-ſhip is under Drunken 

an's key) to be ready to proceed to ſea with you, on 
Thurſday the 4th day of this inſt. March; if Gen. Went- 
worth has the firſt diviſion of his tranſports and ſtoreſhips 
ready to proceed with you ; and you will in ſuch caſe keep 
plying up under the Yellows, and lie oft and on there with 
them, till my coming out to join you with the remainder 
of the fleet and tranſports, and ſtoreſhips. And you will 
upon your being got out, give out the incloſed rendezvous, 
in ſealed orders, to all the ſhips of your diviſion, as I ſhall 
deliver ſealed to Major Lewis, for the ſtoreſhips, and to Mr. 
Wallace for the tranſports, the like ſealed rendezvous to 
be iſſued to them, upon their being got out into the ſea 
with them. : 

And you are to give all your Captains notice for their 
greater ſecurity in ſafe getting out, there will be boats ſent 
out to buoy other parts of the channel, as one to lie with a 
jack flying upon her maſt, upon the Turtle Heads, on the 
ftar-board fide of the channel going out; one upon the in- 
ner Portugueze, with a red pendant flying, being on the 
lar-board fide going out; and one with a blue pendant on 
the outer part of one bruſh reef, being on the ſtar-board fide 
going out, being paſt which they will have nothing to fear 
but the three fathom bank, lying to leeward of them, 
which, if from little wind and a ſwell ſetting them to lee- 
ward, they apprchend any danger from, you will direct 
them, taking particular care to anchor 3n time, as they will 

in 
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in other parts of the channel, on the winds failing them; 
and to ſee they keep an anchor clear for running in going 
through this dangerous channel. For, c. Given under 
my hand on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, in Port Roy- 
al Harbour, Famaica, this 2d of March, 1741. 
To Sir Chaloner Ogle, Rear Admiral E. Vernon, 
of the Blue Squadron of his Ma- 
jeſty's fleet. 


SIR, | 

Send you incloſed a copy of my orders to Sir Chalsner 

Ogle, for proceeding to ſea with his diviſion on 'Thurſ- 
day inorning next, if you have your firſt diviſion of tranſ- 
ports and ſtoreſhips ready to proceed with him then; for you 
will ſee by the reaſons given in, that it is not prudent for 
us to attempt going to ſea all in one day. 

As the approaching rainy ſeaſon is every day advancing 
upon us, I am perſuaded you cannot but think with me, 
that our carly getting to ſea is of the utmoſt importance to 
ſecure ſucceſs in this expedition, which ſhould therefore take 
place of all other conſiderations ; as ſuch as cannot be now 
ready to fail with us, can eaſily have proper convoys appoint- 
ed for bringing them after us, which is the method I beg leave 
to recommend to you, and that we may be proceeding with 
the force we have in readineſs with all poſſible expedition; 
as I can ſuggeſt to my ſelf no enemy like to be ſo fatal to 
us as delay. 

If you think any detachment ſhould be haſtened to arrive 
a little before the main body, as ſeems ſuggeſted by Lieut, 
Lowther, I will comply with whatever you may think pro- 
per to deſire in that particular. I am, | 

Boyne, in Port Royal Harbcur, SI R, 


Famaier, Marth 2, 1741. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. IYentworth, humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon, 
. 


1 Have the favour of your's this morning by Mr, Veni- 

worth, but have not yet ſeen Mr. H/allace, whenever I 
do you may be aſſured he ſhall (as he always has) meet all 
facility on my part, in giving him any aſſiſtance in my 
power, - 

Fearing, from your letter, I might have miſtaken Lieut. 
Lowther's ſentiments, I have ſince peruſed my copy of them, 
and find the fourth and fifth articles fully to comprehend 


What I hinted of it, when I wrote to you, vir, that the 
months 
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months of February and March were the moſt favourable 
for executing what he had propoſed to you before my return 
into port, and it was a pleaſure to me to find he had propoſed 
what was ſo well approved of by you and Mr, Trelawney. 

And I conceive his fifth article plainly intimates one part 
to be executed the day before our arrival at the general ren- 
dezvous, which occaſioned my hinting it to you, 

And though I am concerned to find, you think you can- 
not fail before Saturday, I muſt confeſs it gave me much 
more concern for what you mention, that you ſhould not 
think it adviſable to land til! a tranſport of negroes ſhould 
arrive, that was to fail after us, and I hope in God, we 
ſhall ſail under no other reſolution than immediately to at- 
tempt the ſucceſs of what we enterprize, with the force we 
carry with us. I am, | 

Boyne, in Port Riyal Harbour, 8 1 8 

Famaits, March 3, 1741. your moſt obedient 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth, humble .ervant, 
E. Lernen. 

81 


U PON the receipt of the intelligence you ſent me laſt 

night, I could not but judge it of conſequence, to con- 
ſult with Sir Chaloner Ogle upon it this morning ; and as 
we are both of opinion that we ought to endeavour to inter- 
cept thoſe reinforcements, as the principal point for ſecuring 
ſucceſs to the expedition, and that not a moment's time 
ſhould be loſt in ſetting about it: 

We beg the favour, that you will ſend to Mr. Blakeney 
to attend a council of war, to be held on board the Boyne, 
at three o'clock this afternoon, as we have wrote to Gov. 
Trelawney, to detire he will, as we think the ſhips to 
attempt cutting them off from Carthagena ſhould ſail to 
morrow morning, and the ſignal for the general council of 
war will be made at two o'clock this afternoon, We are, 


Boyne, in Port Royal Harbour, 8 1 R, 
Jamaica, Masch 4, 1741, your moſt obedient 
| humble ſervants, 
Hon. Gen. I/entworth. | E. Verner. 
C. Ogle. 
By, &c. 


H I S Majeſty's ſervice having called me out to ſea, pur- 
ſuant to the reſolution of our general council of war 
yeſterday, which you have a copy of incloſed with theſe orders, 
You are hereby required and directed to conform your 
ſelf to the reſolution of the ſaid general council of war, and 
| take 


— — 
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take upon you the charge and command of his Majeſty's 
ſhips appointed to compoſe the ſquadron for our long in- 
tended expedition, and to proceed to ſea with the remainder 
of them, as the ſaid reſolution direfts, whenever General 
Wentworth ſhall let you know he is ready to proceed to ſea 
with his tranſports and ſtoreſhips, 

But in regard to the dangerouſneſs of the channel, you 
will atleaſt diſpoſe them into two diviſions, for your ſafe get- 
ting out, that they may not croud one another aſhore on 
one {ide or other of this dangerous channel. 

And though, Sir, you well remember that I preſſed it up- 
on the Governor, that he ought in my apprehenſion to ex- 
ert himſelf in taking up ſuch a number of ſtraggling ſeamen 
as would be ſufficient to ſupply the maſters of tranſports 
negligence, in the performance of their charter parties, it 
it was not owing to an encouraged wilfulneſs in it, for pre- 
venting their going to ſea, for which I have ordered them 
all to be prote ſted againſt ; and notwithſtanding General 
Mentivorih's refuſal to give any aſſiſtance for procuring ſuch 
ſtraggling ſeamen out of King ton, which would have prov- 
ed rather an advantage to trade than a prejudice to it; yet to 
prevent anyartful defeat to the tranſports being in condition 
to put to ſea, you are through their refuſal to do any thing on 
their parts, togive the aid of a preſs afloat, to ſupply what 
numbers they may abſolutely want more than a draught 
from their remaining hoſpital ſhips, and what priſoners you 
can ſupply them with from the Sheernefs Prize, and a draught 
of ten priſoners from the Prince Frederick will be ſufficient, 
and to ſend ſuch preſſed men, as you judge they ſhall want, 
on board to the General, for his diſtributing them as he 
judges proper, and returning all ſuch as ſhall be impreſled, 
more than it may be found their neceſſities require; and to 
aſſure the parties intereſted a due account (hall be returned 
to the navy board in order for procuring a defaication of 
wages from ſuch mafters of tranſports, for indemnifying 
them in any extraordinary expence they ſhall be put to, to 
ſupply their places. 

Having left orders for all the ſhips that are not to com- 
poſe our preſent ſquadron, you will not be embarraſſed for 
any orders for them, f 

But in regard to the enemy's reinforcement being ſaid to 
be of ſix men of war, you will haſten out to me the 17K, 
to our firſt general rendezvous off Point a Canca, or in 


Playa Grande to morrow if ſhe be ready, 


1 2 And 
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And having ordered the Agent victuallers to ſhip two 
months proviſions on board victuallers hired for that purpoſe, 
you will take to ſea ſuch of them as are loaded and ready to 
fail with you, and to order Capt. Rentone, in the Rippon, 
to bring after you ſuch as ſhall be loaded and ready to fait 
when he does; and you will order the ſaid Agents to get the 
remainder ſhipped and ready to come under convoy of the 
Strafford, or the next ſhip that ſhall be coming purſuant to 
my orders to join us. 

And you will give all ſuch further orders to the agent 
victuallers and ſtore-keepers, as you ſhall judge to be for 
his Majeſty's ſervice, as you will in all other reſpects that 


you judge his Majeſty's ſervice may require it. And you 


will likewiſe, at the requeſt of General /Yentworth, as the 
oldeſt General Officer, convene any council of war, upon 
his repreſenting it to be for his Majeſty's ſervice, calling to 
aſſiſt at it the next ſenior Sea-officer in command to 
ourlelf, 

And in regard that ſurgeons mates may be wanted, you 
will bring to ſea with you in the hoſpital ſhips the ſurge- 
ons mates of the bombketches, and in caſe of neceſſity 
may lend a few men from the bombketches and their ten- 
ders, for the ſervice of the tranſports, obliging the maſters 
to pay them ſuch additional wages, as you judge rea- 
ſonable. 

And you will appoint the rendezvous for Capt. Rentone 
or any ſhips to follow you to be 
and ſupply Capt. Rentone with what Americans he may 
want from the Tilbury, and a lent of ſeamen from the 
Princeſs Louiſa and Cheſter, if further neceſſary. For, &c. 
Given on board the Boyne at ſea, this 5th of March, 


1741. 
E. Vernom 
To Sir Chaloner Ogle, Rear Admiral of the 
Blue Squadron of his Majeſty's fleet. 


My Lord Duke, 

M* laft letter to your Grace was of the 25th of Feb. 

and which I hoped would have been at ſea before 
now, by Capt. Beſcawen of the Prince Frederick; wha 
lays, he ſhall fail to morrow, 

And I hope this letter will get in time to come by him, 
to inform your Grace, that on my receiving, the 3d inflant 
at night, from General H/entwirith, an incloſed letter of 
intelligence, I ſend your Grace herewith a copy of, I next 


morning 
T7 
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morning conſulted Sir Chaloner Ogle upon it, and we both 
judged it of importance, immediately to ſummon a general 
council of war upon it, and your Grace has annexed to that 
letter a copy of our joint letter to General /Yentworth, de- 
firing he would bring Mr. Blakeney with him to a gene- 
ral council of war on board the Boyne, the ſame day ; and 
having ſent the like ſummons to Governor Trelatwney, we 
met accordingly, and your Grace has encloſed a copy of 
the unanimous reſolution of the ſaid general council of 
war; and having ſent Sir Chaloner Ogle, by an officer of 
his (I carried out to ſea with me for that purpoſe) the ne- 
ceſſary orders for his government, I am at ſea, to proceed 


off Carthagena, and act agreeable to the ſaid reſolution, 


having with me now three ſixty gan ſhips, the Fawey, a 
fifth rate, and a fire-ſhip, and I expect to meet ſome of 
my cruizers off Carthagena, and ſhall have the York, ano- 
ther ſixty gun ſhip, following me to morrow. 

I ſhall only at preſent add, whenever matters come to be 
enquired into, as I hope they will, and think they ought ; 
I am perſuaded it will be found, no delay can be laid at 
my door. 

T heartily wiſh the intelligence may be true, and your 
Grace may be aſſured, no endeavours of mine ſhall be 
wanting for ſerving our Royal Maſter with the zeal and 
activity of a faithful ſubject and ſervant, which I ſhall al- 
ways carefully endeavour to approve myſelf, I am, 

My Lord Duke, 


Boyne, at ſea, March your Grace's moſt devoted 
| 5 1741. and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/?/e, E. Vernon. 
SIX, 


1 GOT over into the Playa Grande the 11th in the 
evening, and tacked in ſeven fathom water off Cartha- 
gena town, and ſaw there only one unrigged ſhip, which 
I have been informed was the French regiſter ſhip, that 
paſſed by Capt. Davers and his ſhips, and got into Cartha- 
gena ſoon after our leaving it; the ſame evening 1 was joined 
by Capt. Laws and Capt. Knight, the latter having ſecured 
us two Sinu hulks, as I had ordered him, and ſaved from 
periſhing fix Engliſb ſeamen, overſet in a Spaniſb floop, ta- 
ken by one of our traders, and he got out ſome of her 
cargo, whilſt the weather would permit his lying along- 
fide the wreck. Capt. Knight had anchored at Boca Chica, 
and took from St. 7o/eph's a cable and part of a ſhrowd- 
hawſer, 
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' Hacha 


hawſer, that had, he believes, been fiſhed up from the »!ow | 


ſunken Spaniſh men of war; there were ſeveral men upon 
St. Joſeph's, who all retired, upon his anchoring there, 
and when he ſent aſhore, could not find they had been 
doing any thing to their deſtroyed: forts in thoſe parts, ſo 
thoſe were probably ſeamen and the country people that had 
been fiſhing for what they could get. 
But upon my ſtanding off that night, juſt before the 
time I had ordered them to wear and ſtand in again, 
(through the imprudence of the Lieutenant in carrying the 
main topſail when he ſhould have handed it) we ſprung 
the Boyne's main-maſt, and the carpenter being againſt 
carrying any fail upon it, I could not fetch to anchor ei- 
ther in Playa Grande, or Boca Chica, which I intended 
if I could have fetched it, ſo was forced to bear up for the 
Baru, to ſecure my main-maſt, which by caſing him 
round, we hope we can do, though the ſpring is a very 
great one, and is partly owing to a former wound (the 
ſhot hole when ſhe was in to batter againſt Boca Chica 
Caftle) and I got to an anchor here the 12th at night ; but 
as I ſhall by Monday the 15th at night be fit for the ſea 
again, though it was unneceſſary to ſhift my flag for ſo 
ſhort a time, eſpecially as I cannot learn from my cruizers, 
that there is any appearance of the news Mr. Wentworth 
ſent me, of the ſix Spaniſb men of war coming to convoy 
a reinforcement of four thouſand men having any truth 
in it, and on looking over our cruizers journals, ſince I have 
had leiſure for it, I find Capt. Rentone did not leave his 
ſtation of cruizing to windward off Carthagena till the 
23d of January, Capt. Brodrick continued after him till 
the 8th of February, and Capt. Laws and Capt. Knight 
came on the ſtation by the 2oth of February, fo there was 
only between the 8th and the 2och of February that they 
could have ſlipped by, and I thank God no ſuch ſuc- 
cours or ſupplies have ever arrived; and therefore the 
men of war, and the four thouſand men, appear to me in- 
grafted news, upon the firſt intelligence we met with when 
we were cruizing to windward off Port Louis, of a ſupply 
of arms and ammunition being going for Carthagena in 
four ſhips from the coaſt of Caraccas ; and which by the 
report of one of our traders from Rio /a Hacha of the 
Toth of Fanuary, were to be convoyed by four Spanyh 
privateers from St. Domingo, neither of which, however, 
have yet arrived here. And you know, Sir, we have the 
Lion and Seahorſe beating up for cruizing for them off Nio Ia 
| | Hacha, 
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' Hacha, to windward of Santa Martha, but the breezes 
ie ow ſo very hard, no one can anſwer when they can get 
n bo far to windward till the breezes abate, without the cur- 
„ rent favouring them extraordinarily. 

I ſend this letter for meeting you, in caſe you ſhould 
get on the coaſt before I am in condition to put to ſea 
again, and deſire you will take with you any of the ſhips 
you judge proper, for your proceeding directly. And pray 
fend to General /Yentworth, and acquaint him, that as it 
appeared plainly to you and me by Lieut. Lowther*s pro- 
poſal, that a detachment of fix hundred men were to land 
at Nombre de Dios, the day before our going into Porto- 
Bells; we hope he has made a proper diſpoſition for it, as 
we deſired at our laſt council of war; and if he has, 
pray order a man of war and a fireſhip to convoy thoſe 
tranſports into the Baſimentes, and then to come im- 
mediately and join us in Porta-Bello, where I doubt not but 
I ſhall, at all adventures, arrive as ſoon as you, as you 
move with ſo large a train, if I do not get to fea to 
you you myſelf off Point Canoa, as I hope and believe 

ſhall. 

With my beſt wiſhes for your good health, and long 
enjoyment of it, I am, 


KK & I 


_—  ” CS 4 w 


— te Godoy Sir, your moſt obedient 
the Great Baru, 13th humble ſervant, 
March; 1741. ZE. Vernon, 
Sir Chaloner Ogle. 
By, &c. 


HE Boyne's main- maſt being ſprung at or before two 

o'clock yeſterday morning, having obliged me to bear 
away for the firſt anchoring place, to have it fiſhed and 
ſecured : 

You are hereby required and directed to keep cruizing 
off Playa Grande, or Point Causa, on the Breezes, for 
preventing any ſuccours getting into Carthagena, and look- . 
ing out for Sir Chaloner Ogle with the convoy of tranſports 
and ftore-ſhips, that I am now daily expecting, and on 
meeting him, you will inform him of the accident, and 
deſire him to proceed for my following him with all poſh- 
ble expedition, and in other reſpects referring you to my 
former orders, and the ſealed rendezvous you have had 
from me. 

And the Mintage, N orcgſter, Defiance and HFtuey are 
to continue cruizing with you, under your orders, for the 
2dovementioned ſervices, purſuant to their orders from me 

for 
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for putting themſelves under your command, till your 
meeting Sir Chaloner Ogle, when TI have directed them 
to follow his orders, and you are to come yourſelf to bring 
me immediate advice of it, as I hope in three days to have 
all ſet to rights again. For, Sc. Given under my hand 
on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne at anchor in the 


Grand Baru this 13th of March, 1741. 
E. Vernon. 


To Capt. Laws of the Greenwich. 


By, &c. 

* OU are hereby required and directed to put your 
ſelf under the command of Capt. Laws, in his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip the Greenwich, and to continue cruizing with 
him, for preventing any ſuccours getting into Carthagena, 
and looking out for Sir Chaloner Ogle, you are to join him, 
and follow ſuch orders as he ſhall give you for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, For, &c. Given under my hand, on board his 
Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, at anchor in the Great Baru, the 

13th of March, 1741. | | 
E. Vernon. 


To Capt. Chambers, commander of 


his Majeſty's ſhip the Montagu. 
Cleland of the Worceſter 
The like order to Capt. N Hore of the Defiance ; 
Tucker of the Fowey 


of the 
ſame date. 


My Lord Duke, 

[JPN the hurry I failed in on the 5th of March, pur- 

ſuant to the unanimous reſolution of the council of war 
of the preceding evening, I could not get tranſcribed in 
time to ſend your Grace in my letter of the 5th the long 
order I ſent in to Sir Chaloner Ogle (by Lieut. Simcoe, one 
of his Licutenants, I took out in his tender for that pur- 
poſe) the particulars of which I had mentioned to him af- 
ter the council of war; but having ſo many coming to 
me upon buſineſs that evening, I had no time to write 
the order till next day. 

But I now lay hold of my moſt leiſure time at ſea, to 
have it copied, for coming incloſed in this letter, by the firſt 
opportunity that offers, as probably I may fall in with 
ſome of our trading {loops, to ſend it by in time for it's 


going home by the Prince of Orange, Capt. Stapleton, the 


laſt of the unſheathed ſhips, that had finiſhed her careening 
the day before I ſailed, and was got into à tight condition 
| for 
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for proceeding home, for which he had my orders, as ſoon 
as ever he could get ready. 

And in that ſhip comes Gen. Guiſe, whom (for my 
misfortune, as well as his Majeſty's) his want of health 
obliges to go home; for had he been at Cuba, I am per- 
ſuaded the forces would not have laid there ſo long un- 
active, as I muſt do him the juſtice to ſay he was always 
for puſhing forward every ſervice propoſed with vigour ; 
which is a point abſolutely neceflary in theſe intemperate 
climates, where ſickneſs is ſure to enfeeble you, and ſweep 
off your forces, if you do not bring them to ſpeedy action, 
while they have health and vigour for it. And I believe 
your Grace well remembers, in my early letters, before 
Mr. W/eniwzrth's arrival, that I gave it as my opinion the 
firſt ſix weeks were the prime of their time for action. 

Sir Chaloner's own ſhip the Cumberland, through a fire 
that happened by the badneſs of the brickwork of the fur- 
naces, had her coppers to new hang at that time; and the 
Grafton, one of the ſeventy gun ſhips, being aſſign'd for 
Mr. Wentworth's accommodation, as the Kent, the other 
ſeventy gun ſhip, was for Mr. Trelatuncy's, there was a 
neceſſity for my propoſing to go myſelf; and thoſe damages 
would be repaired in time for Sir Chaloner proceeding with 
Mr. Wentworth, but the loſs of one day might have been 
material, if the advices Mr. Wentworth ſent me ſhould 
prove true, 

On the 11th I got into the Play a Grande off Cartha- 
gena, and was pleaſed to find there was but one ſhip there, 
lying unrigg'd, being ſaid to be the French regitter ſhip, 
that got in there ſoon after my leaving the place laſt ; that 
night had the misfortune to have the Boyne's mainmaſt 
ſprung, which obliging me to get under the Haru, the 
12th to repair the damage as well as we can, I diſpatched 
the Defiance on the 13th to join the ſhips cruizing off Car- 
thagena, with orders for them, till my being ready to put 
to ſea to join them, which I hope to be by Monday the 
15th. And having in my letter to Sir Chaloner Ogle in- 
cluded the intelligence I had met with, as well as the or- 


ders ſent him for his government, in caſe he ſhould pals - 


by before I got back to that ſtation ; I ſend your Grace 
a copy of that letter incloſed, for a full information in both 
particulars, 

One of our traders coming in here the 13th to refit, 
from the damages he has met with at fea, I find in his opi- 


nion, as well as of many others, late y return'd from the 
1 coaſt, 
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coaſt, that Commodore Anſon is believed to be got into the 
South Seas, and is ſaid to have taken to the value of a mil- 
lion and half in treaſure and merchandize; and that he was 
careening his ſhips at an iſland called Puna, near Payta 
in the South Scas, lying between Lima and Panama, I 
hope for our Royal Maſter's honour and ſervice this will 
prove true; and they all give it for a reaſon, why they 
have had little or no trade with the Spaniards. And it 
muſt have been a particular gocd fortune to Mr. Anſon to 
have gained a winter paſſage round Cape Hern, and to have 
left Pizarro at Buenos Ayres, where many Spaniſh letters 
mention him to be put to, as they do that Mr, Anſon had 
periſhe in the ſea, But I hope in God our trader's news 
will prove true ; and that by means of this trading ſloop 
this letter may get to Jamaica in time, for coming to your 
Grace's hands by the Prince of Orange Capt. Stapylton. 

And the ſaid trading ſloop the Ranger, Capt. T hreſher, 
ſays, he ſaw the Experiment, and my ſloop tender with her, 


go into the Baſtimentos the 10th of February ; ſo that Lieut. 


Lavwther will have arrived in good time, for putting in exe- 
cution the orders and inſtructions he had from Mr. J/ent- 
worth, 

I am ſorry to have occaſion to add, that the JYorce/ter 
Captain Cleland diſcovered his foremoſt to be ſprung the 
13th in the evening. I immediately ſent my carpenter to 
view it, who found it to be a dangerous one, ſo he muſt 
get it iſhed here by two anchor ſtocks, before he can 
move from hence; but I ſhall leave him the aſſiſtance of 
my carpenters, as ſoon as I have completed our carpenters 
work. That is the only ſhip I have with me here, and a 
ſmall floop tender, which I have ſent to watch Paſſe Ca- 
walls, and inſpect the entrance of the Matunilla, lying at 
the head of this bay, where they paſs up for going to Mom- 
pos, in the rainy ſeaſons, when they have water for it; 
which may ſerve to encreaſe their alarm of our intending 
our attempts on theſe parts. | 

Juſt before my ſailing Capt. ard in the Sheerneſs brought 
in with him a Span iſh ſettee, bound for La Vera Cruz, with 
between thirty and forty men, and a rich cargo, 

T am glad before I conclude my letter I can acquaint your 
(race, we ſhall have ſecured both the Boyne's and Wor- 
c/ler's ſprung maſts, and that I intend to put to ſea to 
morrow, for joining my ſhips cruizing to windward off 
Carthagena. 

My fovop tender, with my boats, are juſt returned from 

viewing 
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viewing the Matunilla and Paſſs Cavalles ; the boats rowed 
three leagues up the Matunilla, and have brought us down 
four canoes, that will be of great ſervice in our expedition: 
they could come up only with a negroe woman, which 
they releaſed, but could get no other intelligence from her, 
than that was the way the boats paſs'd che: were bound for 
Mamnpss ; fo this excurſion to ſerve may continue them under 


the apprehenſion of having our views to theſe parts, I am, 
My Lord Duke, 


Boyne at anchor under 


the great Baru, 15 your Grace's moſt devoted, 
March, 1741. and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/tle. E. Ver non. 
I. 


4 © O accompany my laſt to you of the 13th inſtant from 

the Baru, I have the pleaſure of writing this from the 
Play a Grande, after having joined all my ſhips here, and 
having, I hope, pretty well ſecured both the Boyne's main- 
maſt and ///rcefter's foremaſt; and as we have had a run 
of moderate weather fince thoſe hard gales, hope you will 
have met a favourable patlage. | 

Finding the currents ſo frequently changing, and the 
weather fo variable, as well as often hazy, and diſcovering 
ſome rocks I was much too near, about three leagues S. W. 
by W. from Point Cana, which I have annexed to this 
letter the bearings of, I judged it the ſafeſt and ſecureſt way 
of preventing any ſuccours getting into Carthagena, to an- 
chor here with the main body ; and have detach'd Capt. 
Laws in the Greenwich, with the Fawey, and my ſloop 
tender, into Boca Chica, and the fireſhip to lay to wind- 
ward of the Boguila; fo they are effectually blocked up by 
ſea, which will keep them under the alarm of our viſit be- 
ing deſign'd to them. 

I ſend you incloſed a copy of the intelligence we have 
procured, by a Dutch thip from Truxills, of Capt. Lea's 
proceedings: but hope the latter part from Europe will not 
prove true, that our worthy friend ſhould ſo raſhly puniſh 
himſelf for offences of others committing. 

You may imagine I impatiently long to fee you, or hear 
from you; and on my cruizers meeting you with this, on 
your ſending him back to adviſe me of your proceedings, 
ou may proceed forward, for loſing no farther time; and 
I hal follow you with all poſſible expedition on the firſt 
advice, and leave a cruizer to pick up and bring ſtragglers 
after us; for I lament the loſs of time, as of mott tatal con- 
lequence to us, 12 With 
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With my beſt wiſhes for our ſpeedy meeting, and for 


your good health. I am, 
Boyne, at anchor in Pliy a Sir, your moſt obedient | 
Grande off Carthagena, humble ſervant, 
March 24, 1741. E. Vernon. 


5 Bearings of the Rocks. 
Little Point Cana N. E. by E. eight miles. 
The great tree in Play a Grande E. S. E. 2 8. 
Sir Chaloner Ogle. 


S 1: 
AFTER congratulating you on ſo fine a day for our 
meeting, I am glad I can acquaint you by intelligence 
from a trader, that Capt. Dennis in the Experiment, and 
Lieut. Lowther with the ſloop, both were ſeen going into 


the Baſtimentos on the 10th of February laſt. 

And I ſend you incloſed a copy of the intelligence I had 
| from a Dutch ſloop, of Capt. Lea in the Bonetta, with Lieut. | 
Fi Hodgſon in the Tranſport, being arrived at the iſland of Ba- | 
El nacca on the firſt day of this month, and having luckily 
1 met with Capt. Pitts there, and others; and by this account, 
bl they will be at the rendezvous aſſign'd them before us. 


I heartily congratulate you on ſuch fair proſpects, and 
hope the rains will keep off, to give a proſperous ſucceſs to 
the expedition. 

They are erecting a ſtrong battery at the Paſtililio, with 
the ruin of Ca/7illio Grande. 

Capt. Laws is in at Buca Chica, when he joins us ſhall 
know farther particulars. 

And J am glad I can add no ſhips or ſuccours are yet ar- 
rived at Carthagena, I am, 


Boyne at ſea off Carthrgena, 81 R, ; f 
March 25, 1742. your moſt obedient 0 
humble ſervant, b 
Hon, Gen, Wentworth. E. Jer non. 0 
| 
By, Ec. 
YO U are hereby required and directed to put to ſea, as 
ſoon as you can after the receipt of theſe orders, brought 8 
you by Capt. Knight, together with the Fey, and my 
loop tender, and to make the beſt of your way after the | 
fleet ior Porto Bully harbour; but if you meet any ſtrag- _ 
gig tran ſports or ſtoreſhips in your way, you will take 
them under your particular care, protection and convoy, 0 
to ſee them fate thither with you, for, Sc. Given on a 
board ! 
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board the Boyne, at ſea off Carthagena, this 25th of March 


1742. 
To Capt. Laws of the Greenwich, E. Vernon. 


By, c. 

* OU are hereby required and directed to put yourſelf 

under the command of Capt. Laws, in his Majeſty's ſhip 
the Greenwich, and to follow ſuch orders as he ſhall give 
you, for his Majeſty's ſervice, in purſuance of the orders he 
has received from me, for, Sc. Given on board the Boyne, 
at ſea off Carthagena, this 25th of March 1742. 
To Capt. Tucker of the Fowey. E. Vernon. 


By, Sc. 
vo are hereby required and directed to make the beſt 
of your way to Baca Chica, the entrance of Cartha- 
gena harbour, and there to deliver Capt, Laws the order 
you have for him, and Capt. Tucker his orders for putting 
himſelf under Capt. Laws's command. 

And you will proceed to cruize off Pointa Cana, for 
picking any ſtraggling tranſports or ſtoreſhips that may fall 
in there; and having cruized there for a week, or being 
ſure you have met with the laſt of them, you will then 
make the beft of your way for joining me in the har- 
bour of Porto Bello. For, &c. Given on board the Boyne, 
at ſea off Carthagena, this 25th of March 1742. 

To Capt. Knight of the Sr. Albans. E. Vernon. 


S IX, 
A8 ſo few of our pilots have ever been in Porto Bells, 
I thought it neceſſary to give out the under mention- 
ed orders for our order of battle in going in; and as my 
own officers and men are the moſt experienced in it, I 
thought it the ſafeſt way to avoid miſtakes to take the lead 
on both tacks myſelf, which I am perſuaded you will ap- 
prove of, and is as follows, I am, 

Bryne at fea, March 81 R, | 

27, 1742. your molt obedient humble ſervant, 

Sir Chalmer Ogle. E. Vernon. 


| By, Oe. 
M Eereas the pilots of the Bone and Cumberland are 
the beſt acquainted with the going into the harbour 
of Porto Bells, J have determined, that Sir Chaloner Ogle 
and I will lead our reſpective diviſions upon our failing in 
line of battle, | 
1 And 
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And you are hereby required and directed carefully to 
follow in the poſt aſſigned you in the line of ba e, with 
this only alteration of our leading: Our reſpectiv viſtone, 
inſiead of being in the center, which on the; & 
caſion I judge moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, and 1 
will, on this occaſion, lead the fleet in with my divi!. +1 on 
either Zack, as the wind offers; and you are to keep a good 
half mile diſtance from each other, for our having room to 
work in, if we cannot lead it in, or to take an anchoring 
birth without confuſion. 

And you are to take particular care to have your ſhip in 
condition for action in all reſpects, in caſe the enemy ſhould 
have erected any new works to diſpute our entrance, For, 
Sc. Given on board the Boyne at fea, this 27th of March, 


7 | Z. Vernon. 
To Capt. Vatſen of the Boyne. 


Memorandum. The fire-ſhips and hoſpital ſhips to keep 
in the rear, and the tranſports and ſtoreſhips to follow 
them 1n. 

The like order, of the ſame date, to 
C. Norris of the Cumberland, C. Pellat of the Vulcan F. S. 


Allen Grafton, Sturton Phaeton ditto. 

Mitchell Kent, Beaver Stromboli dit. 

Cleland Marceſter. Douglas P. Royal H. S. 

Fore Defiance. Swanton Scarborough do 
By, &c. 


AS I ſhall go into the ee of Porto Bells in line of 

battle, as uncertain what preparations the enemy may 
have been making, and have ordered my fireſhips and 
hoſpital ſhips to come next in the rear of us; 

You are hereby required and directed to give orders to 
the reſpective maſters of tranſports under your orders to 
keep in the rear of the fireſhips, and not to croud too 
thick upon each other in coming in, for fear of forcing one 
another aſhore, 

And to keep their lead going, when they come to the 
harbour's mouth, and not to come too near the fouthern 
or lee ſhore, which is foul ground for two cables off, at 
their firſt entrance. For, Sc. Given on board the Boyne 
at ſea this 27th of March, 1742. 


To Mr. Wallace, Agent for tranſports. 


T he like, of the ſame date, to Major Lewis, to give 
orders to the ordnance ſtoreſhips, 
SI R, 


E. Vernon, 
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SIR, 
1 HAVE received your letter of this day, and have de- 

tached the Montague, Capt. Chambers, yeſterday to 
look out for the Exp-riment, and hope ſhe may join us to 
morrow, if ſhe does, I will order the Montague and Ex- 
periment to go into the Baſtimentos with the detachment 
that have your orders for landing at Nombre de Dios, and 
they ſhall to diſtinguiſh them, carry a Jacſ upon their main- 
top gallant maſt head, 

But if we do not meet with them, we muſt not lye in 
the ſea, and I ſhall carry the whole fleet directly into Porto 
Bells, looking on the landing at Nombre de Dis: (in my 
apprehenſion) of no great conſequence, as he ſays in his own 
account. The party landed up the river Caſcalall, have 
but ſix miles to march before they could join the other 
party at Taxa Buena, where the detachment from Nombre 
de Dios was to come, 

And as this armament cannot lye in the ſea (as Bays's 
army) in diſguiſe, it plainly appears to me, if we miſs 
of the Experiment and Lawther at preſent, the ſhorteſt and 
ſecreteſt way of ſecuring that paſs at Taxa Buena, is to 
ſail directly into the harbour, and ſend the troops up the 
river Caſcahall ; and I am now giving out my diſpoſition 
for that, and conceive there can be no occaſion for calling 
a council of war till we are quietly anchored in the har- 
bour of Porto Bello. I am, 

Boznear ſea, March SI R, 

27, 742. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon, General Wentworth, E. Vernon. 


By, Ec. 
VV Hereas the council of war have judged it for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice inviolably to preſerve the clergy, ma- 
giſtracy, and inhabitants of the town of Porto Bells, in 
the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of their perſons and 
properties : 

You are conformably thereto on your being now hereby 
required and directed, to proceed with the detachment 
under your command to take poſſeſſion of the King of 
Spain's cuſtom-houſe at the water-ſide, which the council 
of war look on as the property of the Crown, and to 
mount a guard there regularly, and not to ſuffer any officers 
or men of your detachment to go without the limits of 
your centries, without your particular licenſe, as they muſt 
anſwer for the ſame at their utmolt peril, And you wil 


take 
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take care to prevent all ſurprizals, and to maintain your 
poſt, in caſe the ingratitude or imprudence of any one 
ſhould invite them to act conttary to their duty. 

And if any are inhabiting in the ſaid Contaderia or cuſ- 
tom-houſe, you will aſſign them a part of the houſe for 


their peaceable refidence, but not to ſuffer any thing to be 


removed out of it; and to act under theſe orders till you 
are relieved, and to leave your orders with the officer re- 
lieving you. For, &c. Given on board the Boyne in Ports 
Bello harbour this 29th of March, 1742. | 
To Capt. Grant of Gen. Harriſon's E. Vernon, 
regiment, commanding the de- 
tachment on board of the Boyne, 


| By, Oe. 
Hereas the council of war have judged it for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice inviolably to preſerve the clergy, ma- 
giftracy, and inhabitants of the town of Porto Bello, in 
the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of their perſons and 
properties: 

For the more ſecurely preſerving the ſame to them, you 
are hereby required and directed not to ſuffer any of your 
boats to go on ſhore without an officer, whoſe conduct 
you can be anſwerable for ; and not to continue a ſhore 
after ſun ſet, nor to go to Porto Belly without my leave for 
it. For, Sc. Given on board the Boyne in Porto Bells 
harbour this 2gth of March, 1742. 

To Capt. Watſon Commander of E. Vernon, 
his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne. 
The like to Capt. Cleland of the HPorcefter 


Allen Grafton 

Hare Defiance 

Laws Greenwich 
Rentone Rippon 

Sturton _ Phaeton fire- ſhip 
Bea vor Strombolo ditto 
Com. Officer Dorothy S. tender 
Ditto Elizabeth ditto 
Douglaſs Prin. Royal, H. 8. 


Memorandum. The copy of the above order was given 
the ſame day to vir Chalmner Ogle, to deliver the like to 
the reſpective ſhips of his diviſion. 

By, &c. 
7 OU are hereby required and directed with his Ma- 


jeſty s thip the Experiment, under your command, and 
tlis 
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the ſcooner and two ſloop tenders, of which the Lieutenants 
that command them have received my orders to put them- 
ſelves under your command, immediately to put to i.a with 
them, and to make the belt of your way oft the 11th of 
the river Chagre, where you will come to anchor yourſelf, 
and with the tenders and your boats to go directly into the 
river Chagre, if you find no new batteries erected at the 
entrance for oppoſing your coming in, to endeavour. to 
ſurprize and take a brigantine that is ſaid to be loading of 
cocoa there, and if you find her in any part of the river 
below their new fort at Grotton, you will endeavour to warp 
your tenders up to her, for the taking or deſtroying of her, 
and the half galley they are ſaid to have there likewiſe, 
And after your uſing your beſt endeavours for the per- 
forming the ſervices abovementioned, you will then ply 
up into the bay of Porto de Nass, for which you will have 
a Spaniſh pilot, and a ſketch of a pretty good draught for 
your guidance, and as there is ſaid to be a very ſhort paſ- 
ſage over land, from the bottom of that bay to the for- 
treſs at Grottan, you will go with a ſtrong party to view 
the ſaid land paſſage, if you find it to be a ſhort one, for 
making me a report what fort of a fortification it is, and 
whether cannon cannot paſs that way for attacking it, 
and whether hills or woods do not lye near behind it for 
favouring ſuch an attack, and to obſerve whether there 
be any convenient watering for ſhips in the ſaid bay; and 
having uſed your belt endeavours for executing the fervices 
abovementioned, and made the beſt obtervations on the 
inſpections above directed you, you are to make the beſt 
of your way for returning to join me in this harbour. For, 
Sc. Given on board the Biyne | in Ports Bella harbour this 
zoth of March, 1742. 
To Capt. Dennis of the Experiment. E. Vernon. 


By, Se. 

Y OV are hereby required and directed to put yourſelf 
J under the command of Capt. Deum in his Majefty's 
ſhip the Experiment, and to follow all fuch orders as he 
ſhall give you for his Majeſty's fervice, for the execution 
of the orders he has received from me. For, Sc. Given 
under my hand on board the Boyne in Porta Bella harbour 
this 30th of March, 1742. 

To Lieut, Yen Saunders comm: inding E. Vernon, 

officer of his Majeity's floop tender 


Elizat:t th. 
K The 
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The like order, of the ſame date, to 
Lieut. Gichri/t of his Majeſty's ſloop tender Dorothy: 
Lieut. Brodie of ſcooner * 


My Lord Duke, 
NI Y laſt to your Grace was of the 15th of March 


from the Grand Baru, and by variable currents and 
winds I was prevented getting off Carthagena till the 2 1ſt 
of March, when I happily joined all my ſhips cruizing off 
there. And from the variableneſs and ſtrength of the cur- 
rents, judging it the ſecureſt way of preventing the men- 
tioned ſuccours from getting into Carthagena, I determin- 
ed on remaining at anchor in the Playa Grande with the 
main body, till I heard from Sir Chaloner Ogle, and have 
detached Capt. Laws in the Greenwich, with the Fawey 
and my ſloop tender into Boca Chica, and poſted my fire- 
ſhip juſt to windward of the Boguilla, ſo no ſuccours can 
poſſibly get into Carthagena from the ſea, and I keep a 
cruizer without to look out for Sir Chaloner Ogle and the 
tranſports, who has my letter to Sir Chaloner, to deſire him 
to proceed, on meeting with him, that no longer time may be 
Joſt, and to ſend me advice of his being gone forward, and 
that I ſhould then follow him with all poſſible expedition, 
leaving a cruizer behind to pick up ſtragglers and bring them 
after us, 

[ ſend your Grace incloſed a piece of intelligence, got 
from a Dutch ſloop from T ruxills, one of my cruizers met 
with on his way to Curaſo; by which it appears, the Bonetta 
got to Benacca, and met Capt. Pitts by the iſt of March, as 
the Experiment with Lieut. Luther, had got to his ſtation 
by the 1cth of February, fo what were detired of me have 
arrived in due time, for Ne I orders and inſtructions 
they had from Mr. //entworth, and Gov. Trelawney. And 
I hope, it will clearly appear, 'not the leaſt delay can be at- 
tributed to me, or omiſſion to facilitate every thing in my 
power, for the ſucceſs of the expedition; but cannot but 
a ment the favourable dry ſeaſon that has, and is paſſing a- 
way, as the rainy ſeaſons are fo nearly approaching us. 

Having a few Spaniſh priſoners taken by Capt. Knight, I 
took the opportunity of lending the Viceroy a letter to pro- 
poſe an exchange for them, for having an occaſion likewiſe to 
have obſerved what they were doing at the Paſtilio, where, 
| find, they are erecting a ſtrong battery, with the ruins 
hey bring from Caſtilis Grande, by which, 1 ſee they ne- 
vor intend building any thing at Cutiih Grande, thi, being 
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to protect ſhips in the baſon between that caſtle and the 
town, and as my meſſengers were received by the Viceroy 
in Carthagena, they paſſed cloſe by it, and counted ſixteen 
ambrazures facing Ca/tillp Grande, and the other face of 
the work I take to be towards T exar de Gracias, where our 
forces landed. And your Grace has incloſed copies of my 
ſaid letter to the Viceroy, and of his Excellency's anſwer 
to me, who received them himſelf very civilly; and 
as I thought it might be of future ſervice to his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, 1 determined to oblige him in his requeſt, and you 
have incloſed a copy of my anſwer to the Viceroy's letter. 

On Lady Day in the morning I had the pleaſure to diſ- 
cover the fleet, coming in with the land, and [I put to ſea, 
and joined them that afternoon, and after a ſhort confer- 
ence with Sir Chalmer Ogle, and giving out ſome neceſſary 
orders, made fail on with the whole fleet, that evening, in 
time for drawing them together, and their knowing the 
courſe we were to ſteer for the night. | 

Sir Chaloner Ogle having put the account of his proceed- 
ings, ſince [ left him, in a letter he ſent me in the morning; 
I cannot give your Grace a better account of them, than 
by ſending you incloled a copy of his letter to me of the 
25th of March. 

And he having ſent me, at the ſame time, the letters he 
brought me from Capt. Stevens, of the account of his pro- 
ceedings and obſervations, whilſt he was in the Marre Ca/7le, 
treating on the cartel; I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy 
of his letter to me the 13th of March, and likewiſe of 
the cartel for the exchange of priſoners, and of the Gover- 
nor of St. Tags de Cuba's letter to me of the 16th of Warch, 
N.S. 

And your Grace has alſo incloſed, copies of the letters 
ſent me by Capt. Dennis, of the Experiment, and Lieut. 
Lewther, of the 16th of Fel. 1741; which will fully in- 
form your Grace of their proceedings, and the intelligence 
Lieut. Lowther had procured. 

And as Capt. Laws, and the others riding at Baca Chica 
could not perceive any thing of us, I fent away the ſame 
evening Capt. Kni2ht in the St. Albans, with orders for 
Capt. Laws in the Greemwich, with the Fivey and my 
ſloop tender, immediately to put to fea from thence, and 
follow me to Porto Bello, looking out for, and taking care 
of all ſtragglets that may fall in their way. And Capt. 
Knight has my orders (when he has delivered Capt. Lows 
his) to cruize for a week off Point Canca, for the ſaid ſet- 
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vice of picking up ſtragglers, and convoying them ſafe 


to us afterwards, | 
On Sunday the 28th of March, before noon, I thank 
God, I had as providential a Jandfall, juſt to windward 
of the Ba/timentos (as I intended) as could be deſired; and 
miſſing of the Experiment in that ſtation I had appointed 
for her, and finding I had wind to reach the harbour of 
Porio Bella before night, and having the day before given 
out my order of battle for going in, for leading myſelf on 
both Tacks, as being beſt acquainted there; as ſoon as I was 
pailed the Ba/timentes, without diſcovering the Experiment, 
I made the fignal for line of battle, and puſhed away 
directly for the harbour, and happily got to an anchor there 
before night, and the whole fleet into anchor ground. And 
before night I made the ſignal for our general council of 
war, and kept the deputics from the town, for their having 
the aſſurance of the whole council for their protection, if 
they did nothing on their parts to render them unworthy of 
it, and obſerving on my firſt anchoring, many were flying 
from the town, I diſpatched an officer and an interpreter 
up directly, to deſire they would put themſelves under no 
unjuſt apprehenſion, but continue peaceably in their own 
poſſeſſions, and we ſent their deputies back that evening, 
highly pleaſed with the aſſurances that were given them, 
and detired their company on the next morning to break- 
faſt with me, where they came accordingly ; and I ſend 
your Grace incloſed, a copy of the reſolution of our gene- 
ral council of war, of the 29th of March drawn up and 
ſigned whilſt they were on board, which will inform your 
Grace what we recommended to them, before we diſmiſſed 
them. And as ſoon as the council was ended, I ſent a de- 
tachment of ſourſcore ſoldiers from my ſhip, to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the King's cuſtom houſe, (they call the Conte- 
Arie and TI had the fame evening a viſit from all the clergy, 
who ſcemed all in good humour, and in a firm reliance that 
they might depend on what had been promiſed them ; and 
] fend your Grace inclo{ed a copy of the orders I gave to 
Capt. Grant, of Col. Harriſin's regiment, for his govern- 
ment, and ail officers that were to relieve him ; and I muſt 
icave to the General to acquaint your Grace, what he did 
tartner in conformity to the refolutions of the council of 
War. 
As I was going into the harbour of Porto Bells, the Ex- 
periment came out from under the Savanills keys, and join- 
ed me with Lieut. £wther and the guides he had . 
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fo I ordered him to warp cloſe up to the town that night, 
and my boat brought down to me an empty brigantine, 
that was lying there, which is £ng//þ built, and was lately 
bought from the French. 

As ſoon as the council of war was over, I could not but 
be greatly ſurpriſed at Gov. Trelawney taking me aſide, to 
deſire I would appoint a ſhip immediately to return with 
him to Jamaica, for his getting back in time to meet his 
aſſembly, as it was not deſigned to proceed to Panama, I 
told him as to the proceeding to Panama, that depending on 
the council of war of land officers, I knew nothing yet of 
their reſolutions, as that (he knew) was a matter now re- 
ferred to them; to which he ſaid, that was already reſolv- 
ed on; and I ſaid, I could not know that, but in conſe- 
quence of their reſolutions, when they were regularly com- 
municated to me, and could not ſpare any of the ſhips now 
with me, but he ſhould have the firſt that came in at his 
command, as I expected ſome hourly. 

And the 29th there came in fight the ſhips and ſloop from 
Boca Chica, the floop got into the harbour the 3zoth of 
March in the morning, but the ſhips were obliged (by thick 
weather and rains) to anchor in the night far off in the 
Mig, but by the ſloop I learn they watered their ſhips at 
Boca Chica, and Capt. Laws took in a part of the ruins of 
the fort St. Jeſeph for ballaſt, and Capt. Forre/t ſailed quite 
up the harbour to make his remarks in the ſloop tender. 

And to be forward in every thing on my part, I ſend 
your Grace incloſed a copy of my orders to Capt. Dennis 
in the Experiment, and I am forced to be hurrying in my 
letters to your Grace, that they may be ready to go by 
Capt. Laws, who is ready watered, and ſo can proceed 
whenever Gov. Trelawney deſires it. 

The Experiment having fortunately intercepted a canoa, 
going with letters from Panama, to Carthagena; I ſend 
your Grace a copy of a letter from the Preſident of Pana- 
ma to the Viceroy of Santa Fe, at Carthagena, and from 
what extracts have been collected by my tranſlators, it ap- 
pears Mr. Anſon had providentially gained his paſſage round 
Cape Horn, and that he got to the iſland of St. Juan Fer- 
naudex, where he remained four or five months to recruit 
his men and refit his ſhips ; that he had ſince plundered 
Payta, and taken four or five fail of ſhips between Lima 
and Panama, by which he had got conliderable treaſure, 
and that he went from thence to the iſland of Plata to ca- 
reen; and that five ſhips had come from Lima to Panama 

in 
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in queſt of him, and were put to ſea again in purſuit of 
him. As I gave Gen. I/entworth and Gov, Trelawney a 
part of the intercepted letters, probably their tranſlators 
may have found other material intelligence. And ] hope at 
all events our arrival here will at leaſt be a ſeaſonable diver- 
ſion to their hunting after Commodore Anſon. 

On the zoth in the afternoon, I received from Gen. ent- 
worth the opinion of the council of land officers of the ſame day, 
where Gov. Trelawney appearing to have ſigned it as one, 
T was the leſs ſurpriſed at his being ſo well acquainted with 
it before. And as you ſee now, our general council of war 
is compoſed cf three land officers to two ſea officers, that 
will fully explain to your Grace, what I have mentioned in 
former letters, that I was but a cypher in the general coun- 
cil of war, and therefore judged it moſt for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, to reſolve to ſupport, the beſt I could, any thing 
they ſhould think proper to undertake, hoping they would 
be hearty in purſuing a project of their own propoſing z 
though I cannot ſay, in my own judgment and obſervation, 
Jever thought Mr. J/Yentworth ſincere in it, which, to 
thoſe I could have a confidence in, I very freely expreſſed 
my doubts of. 

On the zoth in the evening, I got to ſea the Experiment 
and the three tenders, under the incloſed orders to Capt. 
Dennis, 

And on the 31ſt in the morning I held the general 
council of war, as Mr. Wentworth deſired, and have an- 
nexed a copy of the reſolution of our council of war, held 


this day, to the unanimous opinion of the council of war 


ot land officers; whom I think would have ſerved his Ma- 
jelty better, in declaring that opinion to Sir CHalaner Ogle, 
(upon their receiving the return from Lieut. Z:wther, who 
had a power from me to call a council of war, at Mr, 
JFrmmuvrth's requeſt, fince great expence and h-zaid might 
have been ſaved tothe Crown, from declaring their minds 
then, when the armament might have returned to Port 
Riyal, inftcad of proceeding to this place on an expedi- 
tion, they ſeem to have come determined not to proceed 
upon, though it was intirely of their own hatching up, 
when Sir Chaloner Ogle and] were at ſea, 

Gov. Trelawney preſſing for ſailing to day, I have not 
time to add more than my lamentation for my ſituation with 


ſuch a yoke-fellow, and that I ſhall nevertheleſs carefully 


have a faithful regard to the honour and intereſt of our 


Royal Maſter, in ſerving him to the belt of my abilities, 
till 
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till I am relieved by his Majeſty's orders, which I ardent- 
ly long for, as I ſee I cannot ſerve him in ſuch cir- 


cumſtances. I am, 
Boyne, in Porto Bello My Lord Duke, 


Harbour, March your Grace's moſt devoted 
„ and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/?le. ZE. Vernon. 
By, Oc. 


Hereas his Excellency Gov. Trelawney has deſired I 
would appoint him a ſhip for his immediate return to 
Jamaica. | 

You are hereby required and directed to receive on 
board his Majeſty's ſhip the Greenwich, under your com- 
mand, his Excellency Gov. Trelawney, and his retinue, 
and William and Richard Beckford, Eſqrs. with their ſer— 
vants, who came as voluntiers to ſerve with his Excellency 
on this expedition, and to give his Excellency and them the 
beſt accommodation you can, and bear them for victuals 
for the time of their pallage, and until your landing them at 
Jamaica, 

And you are afterwards to apply yourſelf to having your 
ſhip cleaned, careened, and fitted for the ſea, and as that 
will occaſion your continuance in port, where you will be 
the eldeſt officer, you will take the command in the har- 
bour upon you, till my return; and as the hurry you fail 
in at his Excellency's requeſt, gives me no time for hav- 
ing orders drawn up for you, you will govern yourſelf by 
acting under the orders prepared now to be ſent to Capt. 
Young, that you will take a copy of, and by ordering him 
to give you a copy of the orders I left with him, for his 
government in my abſence, which you are hereby requir- 
ed and directed carefully to conform to. 

And as you will be charged with packets of importance 
to his Majeſty's ſervice, you are hereby required and di- 
rected to ſend for Capt. Ling of the Cheſter, and deliver 
the ſaid pacquets into his own hands, with the orders you 
have for him to ride poſt with them to his Grace the Duke 
of Newcaſtle, from the firſt port in England he ſhall arrive 
at with his convoy, and you are to direct his renewing his 
notice of failing with the {aid convoy on the 25th of April 
as deſired, and not on any account to delay the failing of 
the ſaid convoy longer than the firſt day of Max at fartheſt. 

And as you will receive a Lieutenant's commiſſion for 
the Gentleman recommended by Sir Chaloner Ogle, as 
lisewiſe 
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likewiſe a gunner's warrant both for the Cheſter, you will 
ſend for them, and have them ſworn before you, before 
you deliver the ſaid commiſſion and warrant to them re- 
ſpectively. 

And as you will have the Veſuvius fireſhip for a clean 
ſhip, if any orders come from England, you will have her 
to ſend them to me by, if they ſhould not come out by a 
ſhip proper to be forwarded with them to me; but as their 
miſcarriage might be of importance to his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, you are hereby directed to open the publick letters, 
and take private copies of them in your own hand only, 
before you forward them to me, | 

And as the hurry I write your order in allows me no 
time for conſidering what might be further neceſſary, that 
muſt be referred to your prudence to ſupply where you find 
it neceflary for his Majeſty's ſervice. | 

And whereas the council of war of land officers have 
given it as their opinion, that it is not conſiſtent with his 
Majeſty's ſervice to proceed on the intended enterprize, 
and that it ſhould be therefore laid aſide; you are there- 
fore hereby required and directed, on meeting with Capt. 
Rentone of the Nippon, coming hither with a convoy of 
tranſports, to acquaint him therewith, and to give him 
orders to ply up with his ſaid convoy as far as Point Canca 
or the Arenas, if the weather be favourable for it, and 
then to direct them to make the belt of their way to Port 
Royal harbour, and then to cruize himſelf to windward 
of Carthagena, or anchor in the Playa Grande, for inter- 
cepting any thing going into Carthagena, till I ſhall come 
up to join him in that ſtation ; and you will ſtop in the 
harbour all that were under orders for coming to join me 
here. For, &c, Given on board the Boyne in Porto 
Belts harbour this 3 1ſt of March 1742. 


To Capt. Laws of the Greenwich. E. Vernon. 


By, &c. 

As there are ſome reports of the Spaniſb ſquadron at the 
Havanna, intending to come through the gulph for 
Hiſpaniola, which may be for joining other ſquadrons that 
may be expected from Hurope, either of Spain or France, 
the continuance of whoſe friendſhip ſeems growing very 

doubtful: 
our ſpeedy return to your ſtation of cruizing to wind- 
ward of Port Francois, is become of the utmoſt impor— 
tance to his Majeſty's ſervice for the preſervation of the 
fleet 
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fleet and forces, and the iſland of Jamaica too, as my 
having the earlieſt information of their motions may be 
of the utmoſt conſequence for the preſervation of the 
whole. 

You are therefore hereby required and directed, if theſe 
orders ſhould find you not failed from Port AR:yal harbour, 
not to loſe a moment's time in proceeding to ſea in execu- 
tion of theſe and my former orders, and carefully watching 
to procure the earlieſt and beſt intelligence in your power; 
and on certain advices of the arrival of either Spanih or 
French ſquadron in thoſe parts, you will make the beſt of 
your way for bringing me information of it in the har- 
bour of Porto Bell,; and as this point of intelligence is to 
be your principal view, and may be of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to his Majeſty's ſervice, you are careſully to attend 
to it at your peril, And as your former orders limited 
your cruize to the firſt of HA, I now judge it for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice to enlarge it to the 2oth of May, or your 
ſooner meeting intelligence for my information. For, 
Sc. Given on board the Boyne in Porto Pell; harbour this 
31ſt of March, 1742. 

To Capt. Cu/ack of the Litchfield. E. Vernan, 


By, &c. 

IN addition to the general orders firſt given out by me 

to Capt. Grant, and made the general rule for the con- 
duct of all ſucceeding Captains that command the guard in 
purſuance of the reſolution of the general council of war, 
for preſerving inviolably to the magiſtrates, clergy, and 
inhabitants of the town of Porta Bells, an entire freedom 
for their perſons and properties, as long as they ſhall con- 
tinue to act under a grateful ſenſe of our Royal Maſter's 
clemency towards them : 

As ſome cauſes of complaint have heen given to them 
by thoſe commanding the detached guard without the 
town, to prevent the like for the future : 

You are to give orders to the officer that commands 
that advanced guard lying jutt without the town, upon the 
Panama road, to ſuffer every inhabitant and their ſervants 
freely to bring into the town whatever they will, and to 
paſs themſelves or their ſervants for fetching from their 
plantations the ſupplies they ſtaud in need ot. But you are 
to take care not to permit any beaft of burthen to go out 
of the town, or any burthens to b: carried out of the town 
without a particular licenſe for it from me, or Gen. //ont- 

T, Wirth, 
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worth, in which caſe you are to keep ſuch licenſes for your 
juſtification in having done ſo. For, Sc. Given on 
board the Boyne in Porto Bells harbour this 2d of April, 
1742. E. Vernon. 
To Capt. Charles Ripping ton commanding 
the detachment fent from the Ke this 
day, to be left for a ſtandivg order to the 
reſpective Captains that command the 
guard at the cuſtom-houſe as they relieve 
cach other. 


By, Sc. 

\ 7 Hereas the bearer, Cot Hall, commanding one of 

the trading floops from Jamaica, has contracted with 
ſome of the inhabitants of Ports Bells for one hundred 
ſeroons of cocoa, which being a trade prohibited by the 
Spaniards, for which they would bc liable to ſevere penal- 
ties, makes it neceſiary they ſhould deliver ic to Capt. Hall 
in the night : 

As the encouragement of ſuch private trade with the 
Spaniards is much for the intereſt of his Majeſty's king- 
doms, and conformable to my orders : 

You are hereby required and directed to permit the faid 


hundred ſeroons of cocoa to be privately ſhipped or! to 


night by the ſaid Capt. Hall. and in his boats, and from 

ſuch part as he ſhall judge moſt convenient. For, Sc. 

Given on board the Boyne in Porto Bells harbour this 2d 

of April, 1742. 

To Capt. Ripfpinoton commanding the E. Vernon. 
detachment from the Kent. 


S 1 R, 

481 knew it to be of conſequence to his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, and of great utility to the general benefit of the 
trade of the kingdom, I have made it a conitant rule, ſince 
my command in thete ſeas, to cultivate a friendly corre- 
ſpundence between his Majeſty's ſubjects and the Spariard's 
in the Indies, for preſerving their good will in carrying on 
a clandeſtine trade with cach other, 

And the Magiſtrates of Ports Bells having expreſſed to me 
the ſtreights they were in for ſeveral ſpec ies of proviſions, 
for cultivating that good correſpondence, I propoſed to them 
exchanging, for freſh piovifions, ſuch ſpecies of the King's 
proviſions as they ſtood molt in need of, and was bringing 
them to a fricndly agreement about it, when a rough el 
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ſage brought from you to them, demanding peremptorily 
a ſupply of proviſions, put the magiſtracy under a great 
conſternation, which on the firſt advice of I ſent my Capt. 
and Lieut. Lowther, who had been treating with them 
about the exchanges, to give you an account of, and I was 
glad to find by their report, you had not given your mel- 
ſengers authority to make a demand in that rough manner ; 
but as I take it to be of conſequence to his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, I cannot but recommend it to you to prevent any il! 
impreſſions from the imprudent liberty your metlengers 
have taken contrary to your orders, I am, 
Boyne, in Pert. Bell; Harbour, 8 I R, 
April, 1742. your moſt obedient 

Hon, Gen. Wentworth. humble ſervant, 

E. Vernon, 


SIR, 
A® our laſt general council of war of the 3 1ſt of March, 


have referred it to us, to put the ſaid general reſolu- 
tion in execution in . ſuch manner as we ſhould think 
moſt adviſable: 

We have met and conſidered of it, and judge the ſafeſt 
and prudenteſt manner of doing it, to be ſending them 
out by detachments ; and as the Fawey is now wooded and 
watered for proceeding with the firſt detachment : 

We defire you will be pleaſed to give your orders to the 
proper officers, having the direction of the tranſports and 
ſtoreſhips under you, to prepare a detachment of them to 
be ready to fail under convoy of the Hui on Monday 
morning next, or if they cannot get a detachment ready 
for failing then, to let us know when they can get them 
ready, that no time may be loſt in ſpeedily putting in exe- 
cution the reſolution of the ſaid general council of war of 
the 31ſt of March, 1742. 

And as ſeveral negroes are upon the Crown's pay for 
the ſervice of this expedition, we cannot but give it 
you as our advice, that it would be proper to diſtribute 
ſuch of them as have been practiſed in boats or ſloops 
on board ſuch tranſports or ſtoreſhips, as may be weakly 
handed, and, for their encouragement, to have the malters 
that want their aſſiſtance obliged to pay them additional 
wages for ſuch their ſervice, by which the Crown itſelt 
will be a gainer, in ſome reſpect, by ſaving the victualling 
of the ſaid Blacks, who muſt be victualled for the time of 
ſuch their ſervice, by the reſpective maſters of the trant- 
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ports and ſtoreſhips, that ſtand in need of their aſſiſtance, 
We are, 
Bryne, in Porto Bello Ilarbeur, Sir your moſt obedient 
Abr l 3, 1742. humble ſervants, 
Hon. General //entworth. E. Vernon. 


| C. Ogle. 
S I R, | 


] Have received your letter by Col. Leighton, and was 
much ſurprized you could have thought a report, one 
Gentleman ſhould not expect to have been true of ano- 
ther, from a French ſervant of yours, that I ſhould ſend 
directions to the Magiſtrates, not to permit any proviſion 
to be fold to you, ſhould have gained ſuch a credit with you, 
as to think it deſerving of ſending two Aid de Camps to 
me, to know if it was true, and, by your Frenchman's own 
account, I think it plainly appeared to me, he had told you 
what was falſc and without foundation; and I aſſure you, 

I ſhould never have been capable of crediting ſuch a report 
from a ſervant, in prejudice to any one; and finding you 
had done ſo, put me fo much out of temper, that I might 
ſay, this was a very imprudent conduct on your part, and 
to have added, that to your inexperience, injudiciouſneſs, 
and unſteady temper, was principally owing, his Majeſty's 


affairs having proſpered ſo ill in theſe parts; which I think 


better to repeat, and give under my hand, than to their 
being liable to any miſrepreſentations. 

[ aſſure you, Sir, I have neither bought any proviſions, 
nor ſent to market to buy any, ſince I have been here, or 
intend to do ſo, this preſent exchange of proviſions ariſing, 
as I mentioned to you before, from the magiſtrates and in- 
habitants mentioning to me the diſtreſs they were in for 
proviſions, mentioning flower, rice, and ſalt meat; upon 
which I told them, I could not ſell the Crown's proviſions, 
but I would propoſe it to them as an expedient, that might 
equally ſerve them, that if they would ſupply ſuch a quan- 
tity of hops, or black cattle, as they thought they could 
conveniently ſpare, they ſhould be repaid in the ſpecies of 
proviſion they deſired; and I appointed perſons to regulate 
the prices each were to be valued at; ſo this was ra- 
ther a favour done them, at their requeſt, than any demand 
on my part. 

] will have none of the proviſions for my own table, 
but it is placed to the Crown's account, to replace the ſtores, 
order to be iflued from the ſhips in repayment; I ordered 
two of the hogs for your diſpoſal yeſterday, and one of _ 
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black cattle ſhall be ſent to your diſpoſal, when they come 
off; and I cannot but think it would be much for his 
Majeſty's ſervice, that you ſhould order the officers in the 
tranſports not to be ſending to demand proviſions, as I 
think it of great conſequence to his Majeſty's ſubjects, to 
cultivate a good underſtanding with thoſe, who have always 
had a willingneſs to encourage a private trade with us, 

I hope I ſhall always live under a juſt ſenſe of every 
Gentleman's acting towards me, and am ſorry I have been 
more unſucceſsful in preſerving a good correſpondence with 
you, than any Gentleman I ever had to act with before. 


I am, 
Boyne, in P:rt2 Pella Harbour, Sir, your moſt obedient 
April 4, 1742. humble ſervant, 
Hon, Gen. Fentw:rth. E. Vernon. 
By. &c. 


V OU are hereby required and directed immediately to 

make the ſignal, for all maſters of merchant men, and 
to acquaint all maſters of tranſports and ſtoreſhips, that 
you ſhall be ready to put to ſea to morrow morning to 
convoy ſuch tranſports and ftoreſhips that ſhall have got 
themſelves in condition to proceed with you, if vou ſhall 
find by Mr. Wallace, agent of the tranſports, a number of 
them will then be ready to proceed with you, and you will 
acquaint the ſaid maſters of tranſports and ftore!!.ips that 
you will govern yourſelf in all ſignals neceflary to be made 
by you, wh: they are under your convoy, by the ſame 
ſignals as were delivered to them by Sir Chaloner Ogle, on 
their firſt co 111g out, which they are to be very careful to 
obſerve accorc ily, which you will iſſue an order for un- 
der your hand to all ſuch as ſhall give in their names to 
you, as deſigning to fail under your convoy, in the an- 
nexed form, and you are carefully to convoy them up ſafe- 
ly as high as Point Canca, or the trenas, if the weather 
be moderate for it, and in your ſaid orders you will add, 
that upon your having thus ſeen them in ſafety beyond Car- 
thagena, or as high as Point Cauca, or the Arenas, you will 
then make them the ſignal for their ſtretching off and puſhing 
over for Jamaica, as they will be out of danger of any 
enemy, and have only to guard againſt falling in on the 
back of Pedro ſhoals, if they ſhould mee: a lee current, 
which they will have their obſervation, their lead, and a 
good look out, for their preſervation againſt, as on the 
windward part there is ſoundings, a good way off ; which 
ſignal for their leaving you may be a jack hoiſted at your 
1 main 


[ $6 ] 


main top gallant maſt, with a gun, and after having ſeen 
them ſo far to windward as Pont Canoa, or the Arenas, 
and made them the ſignal as aforeſaid, you will look out 
for Capt. Rentone in the Nippon, off Point Cana, or in 
the Playa Grande, and, putting yourſelf under his com- 
mand, to cruize under his orders, till my coming up to 
join you, and you will deliver him the orders you have for 
him from me. For, Sc. Given on board the Boyne in 
Porto- Bells Harbour, April 4, 1742. E. Vernon, 
To Capt. Tucker of the Fawey, 


By, &c. 
HE council of war of land officers having given it as 
their unanimous opinion, that it is not conſiſtent with 
his Majeſty's ſervice, to proceed in the intended expediti- 
on, and that therefore it ſhould be laid aſide : 

The firſt detachment of tranſports and ſtoreſhips is ſent 
to ſea under the convoy of Capt. Tucker in the Foawey, who 
has my orders for convoying them beyond Carthagena, and 
as high up as Point Canoa, or the Arenas, it the winds be 
moderate enough to permit it, and then to make them 
the ſignal for ſtretching over for Jamaica, and after- 
wards himſelf to look out for you, and put himſelf under 
your command, 

And you are to continue cruizing off Carthagena till I 
ſhall come up to join you, for intercepting any thing get- 
ting into that harbour, and keeping a watchful eye on the 
motions of any ſquadrons of his Majeſty's enemies the Spa- 
niards, or others; and, in cafe of diſcovering of them, you 
are, with the ſhips under your command, to endeavour to 
join me, in my paſſage, and give me the carlieſt advice. 

And as no one better knovs the track we muſt be com- 
ing in, I leave it to your prudence, to take the courſe you 
judge propereſt for falling in our way, recommending it 
to you, not to be running to leeward in the night, unleſs 
preſſed to it by the enemy. For, &c, Given under my 
hand on board the Boyne in Perts-Bulls Harbour, this 4th 


of April, 1742. E. Vernon. 
To Capt. Rentone, 3 of his 
Majeſty's ſhip the Rippon. 
By, &c. 


| \ * Hereas it is in our preſent circumſtances of the 3 


Importance to his Majetty's ſervice, to keep the 
few of the King's ſhips we have now in a body, in com— 
plete 
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plete condition for ſervice, as we may be expecting a ſupe- 
rior force of the enemy's to obſtruct our return; and as 
the ſecurity of his Majeſty's iſland of Zamaica, and all our 
national trade in theſe parts, depends upon our being able 
to ſupport ourſelves againſt the attack of any enemy at- 
tempting to obſtruct our paſſage: 

And as in ſuch circumſtances no ſeamen can be ſpared 
from his Majeſty's hips, in their very low condition in 
that reſpect, and as there are numbers of Blacks hired for 
the ſervice of this expedition, the principal remaining part 
of which is. to conduct the tranſports and ſtore-ſhips ſafe 
back to Jamaica 8 

You are therefore hereby required and directed to ſupply 
all tranſports and ſtorcſhips, that may ſtand in need of 
men, with ſuch part of the faid Blacks, as may be moſt 
proper for their ſervice, and not to let the ſaid Black tranſ- 
ports and ſtoreſhips fail, till you have draughted from them 
all the Blacks that may be required for that purpoſe; and 
as this is of the utmoſt importance to his Majeſty's ſervice, 
you are not to fail in the due execution of it, as you will 
anſwer to the contrary at your peril ; and you will appoint 
the wages the maiters are to pay for the ſervice of the ſaid 
negroes, they require, which can be ſtopped out of their 
pay, if they omit performing their promiſe, by your tranſ- 
mitting proper accounts of it to the Navy-Board. For. &c. 
Given under my hand on board the Boyne in Porto Bella 
Hur bury 1742. E. Fernan, 
To Mr. //allace, his Majeſty's agent 

for tranſports. 


By, Oc. 
AS the magiſtrates, inhabitants and neighbours of Porto 
Bell) hive had recourſe to the clemency of his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty, my Royal Maſter, for being continued 
under the fame protection they formerly enjoyed, with aſ- 
ſurance of their readineſs to ſubmit themſelves to any or- 
ders J ſhould give them: 

As they are now, as they requeſted, under the protecti- 
on and orders of my Royal Matter : 

And knowing it to be for the mutual advantage of the 
ſubſects of both Monarchies, to have a free intercourſe of 
trade and commerce with each other, for what they may 
mutually ſtand in need of ; 

I do hereby order and direct you to publiſh in the tow 
of Porto Bells, that a mutual intercourſe of trade and com- 


Merce 
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merce be freely exerciſed between the inhabitants and neigh- 
bours of Porto Bells, and the ſubjects of his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, for the time they continue under protection of the 
arms of his Britannic Majeſty, for the mutual advantage of 
each other; free from all duties, and exempted from all 
nalty whatſoever, ſtrictly commanding every one not to 
intermeddle in giving the leaſt interruption to it at their 
peril, For, &c. Given under my hand and ſeal on board 
his Majeſty's ſhip the Zoyne, in Porto Bells Harbzur, this 
7th of April 1742. 
To the Alcalde and Corrigidore of E. Vernon, 
the city of Porto Bello. 


By, &c. 

* OU are hereby required and directed, immediately to 
make the ſignal for all maſters of merchant men, and 

to acquaint all maſters of tranſports and ſtoreſhips, that 
you ſhall be ready to put to ſea to morrow morning to 
convoy ſuch tranſports and ſtoreſhips that ſhall have got 
themſelves in condition to proceed with you, and you will 
acquaint the ſaid maſters of tranſports and ſtoreſhips that 
you will govern yourſelf in all ſignals neceſſary to be made 
by you, whilſt they are under your convoy, by the ſame 
ſignals as were delivered to them by Sir Chaloner Ogle on 
their firſt coming out, which they are to be very careful to 
obſerve accordingly, which you will iſſue an order for un- 
der your hand to all ſuch as ſhall give in their names to 
you, as deſigning to fail under your convoy, in the annex- 
ed form, and you are carefully to convoy them up as high 
as Point Cana or the Arenas if the weather be moderate for 
it, and in your ſaid orders you will add, that upon your 
having thus ſeen them in ſaſety beyond Carthagena, and as 
high as Point Cana or the Arenas, you will then make them 
the ſignal for their ſtretching off and puſhing over for Fa- 
maica, as they will be out of danger of any enemy, and have 
only to guard againit falling in on the back of Pedro ſhoals, 
if they thouid meet a lee current, which they will have 
their obſervation, their lead and a good look out for their 
preſervation againſt, as on the windward part there is ſound- 
ings a good way oft; which ſignal for their leaving you 
may be a jack hoiſted at your main top gallant matt with a 
gun, and after hau ing ſcen them fo far to windward as Point 
Cana or the Arenas and made them the ſignal as aforeſaid, 
you will then continue under the orders you have already 
received from me, by the Fawey of the 4th inſtant, for the 
ſervice 
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ſervices therein mentioned and to look out for the Firvey 
whoſe Capt. has my orders to put himſelf under your com- 
mand, and to take him under your orders and command 
accordingly, and if you come up with him and his conyoy, 
before he reaches Carthagena, you will take charge of the 
whole convoy under your care. For, &-, Given under 
my hand on board the Boyne in Ports Bells harbour this 
8th of April 1742. 
To Capt. Rentone of the Rippen. E. Ve: non. 


SIR, 
1 Have lent the firſt Lieut, of the Boyne, Mr. Taylzr, to 

inform you of what paſſed laſt night, and this morning, 
in regard to the conduct and behaviour of Mr. Balfaur an 
officer of the Train; the officer, that was unon duty in the 
firſt watch laſt night, ſhould have accompanied him, but 
that he is abſent upon duty: And as Lieut, Taylor has heard 
his report from him, and was an eye and ear witneſs of his 
inſolent anſwers to me, this morning, and diſobedience to 
my orders, he can fully relate the whole to you, which 
put me under a neceſſity to order the boat's crew to bring 
the madman on board, fince he refuſed to obey my com- 
mands. 

And as he has been employing himſelf in retarding the 
King's ſervice, by preventing the ſhips {ailing and can have 
no duty till his return to Jamaica, arid having had his 
court martial for his inſolent behaviour and ditobedience 
to command; if you approve of it, he may take his paſlage 
in this ſhip, for example ſake, or in any other you may 
think proper, being fully perſuaded, you will judge with 
me, he ought to continue under arreſt, till he has had his 
court martial. I am, 

Byrne, in Verte Hella harbour, Sx R, 

Ari g, . your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. Ventworith. humble ſervant, 
| E. Vernon. 

Memorandum. Lieut. Taylor carried with him the two 
following cer tiſicates ſigned as under, and left them with 
the General. 

J heſe are to certify, that this morning about halt paſt 
ſeven, being Friday the gth of April, I heard Admiral 
Vernon call to the Breth's boat, with Major 34/f2ur in her, 
to go aboard his fa! {aip and get ner under fail ; the (aid 
Major taking no notice, the Admiral repeated it again in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, letting him know, that he was Admiral 

M Pernan, 
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75 inen, who ſpoke to him; anſwer was made, that I am 

1ajor Ba//our, and will go aboard the General; the Admiral 
. to him again, and ordered him on his peril to come 
aboard here, which he refuſed, letting the Admiral know, 
he cared not a farthing for his proceedings. 

Boyne, in Pesto Bell; harbour, | Policarpus Taylor. 

Avilg, 1742. 

Theſe are to certify, that we heard the Admiral call to 
Major Balfour to come aboard, which he refuſed, and ſaid 
he cared not a farthing for him. 

Joyre, in Fete Bell; harbour, ohn Dodge, 


Sprudg, 1742. Arch. Mac Null. 


Tranſlation of an order ſent to the Alcaldes and Juſtices, 
of the city of Porto Bello in Spanijh. 


"Ons Clerk carpenter, aged 42, of a low ſtature, brown 
complexion, down look, had on a cap and blue jacket, 
and two negroe ſeamen, having deſerted from the Britiſh 
ſquadron under my command, as likewiſe the three ſoldiers 
for whom 1 gave my order yeſterday ; and as thoſe perſons 
who receive favours ought always to be ready to demon- 
ſtrate a gr ratctul return, "I do hereby command you, im- 
mediately to tolicit the recovery of all the ſaid deſerters, 
and when found to deliver them to the Captain of the guard. 
Boyne, in Porto Bella harbour, April 9, 1742. 
To the Alcaldes and Juſtices of E. Vernon, 
the city of Porto Bells, 


By, &c. 
W Hereas it might be a great retardment, to the pro- 
ceedings of "the ſquadron in a body with all conve- 
nient ſpeed before Car thay gend, where an enemy may molt 
probably be poſting themſelves for rhe meeting with us in 
our return; * the ſquadron may on ſuch an incident be 
ready for entering on action: 

You are hereby required and directed to take under your 
particular care and convoy the two remaining tranſports 
and the two victuallers, and to kcep us company with them, 
if you find they can keep with us, and to repcat my fignais 
while you do fo, or otherwiſe to continue with them, un- 


der ſuch a fail as they can keep c« ompany with you, 41 nd 
you Will to morrow morning make the ſignal for all maſters 
of ſuch tranſports and victuallers; and to acquaint them th 

7 ' 21 7 - ! 
you ihall put to ſca with them on /Zedne/day morning the 


i4th of Api, two acquaint the ſaid mailers of tranſports 
4 that 
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that you will govern yourſelf in all ſignals neceſſary to be 
made by you, whilft they are under your convoy, by the 
ſame ſignals as were delivered them by Sir Chalner Og!: - 
And to the victuallers you will give the printed flicet ſig— 
nals, delivered you with the orders, which they are to be 
very careful to obſerve accordingly, which you will iſſue 
an order for under your hand to the maſters of the fuld two 
tranſports, and two victuallers, in the annexed form; and 
you are carefully to convoy them up as high as Paint Cana, 
or the Arenas, if the weather be moderate, when you will 
make them the ſignal for ſtretching off, and puſhing over 
for Jamaica, as they will then be out of danger of any enc- 
my, and have only to guard againſt falling in on the back 
of Pedro ſhoals, if they ſhould meet a lee current ; which 
they will have their obſervation, their lead, and a good 
look out to preſerve themſelves againſt, as on the wind. 
ward parts there is ſoundings a good way off; which ſig- 
nal for their ſtretching oft may be your jack hoiſted at your 
main top gallant maſt with a gun: but in- cafe you ſhould 
neither meet me nor any orders by any of my cruizers, be- 
fore your getting ſo far to windward, you may ſtretch off 
with them for Jamaica yourtelf, giving them notice they 
are not to expect your falling to leeward with them. 

And in caſe of your meeting in your way any tranſports 
or ſtoreſhips that may have fallen to leeward, from the 
two former convoys fail'd from hence, you are likewiſe 
hereby required to take them under your care, protection 
and convoy, and on your arrival at Port Ryya! you may 
expect my orders for your further proceedings. For, Sc. 
Given under my hand on board the Boyne in Parte Bells 
harbour, this 12th of Ap 1742. 

To Capt. Knight of the St. Allaus. E. Vernon. 


By, Se. 

W Hereas his Excellency Governor Trelawney has com- 
mitted to the care of Capt. Smze, and Robert Crury, 
an Indian boy, to be landed at the Sambalas, and ſundry 
goods for the Indians; and that he is to touch at Cale4>- 
nia, to endeavour to prevail with ſome Iudlan that ſpeaks 

Spaniſh or French, to come back with him to Famaica : 
As the regaining a friendſhip with the ſaid /z4/ans may 
be of ſervice to the kingdom in point of trade, and of great 
ſervice to the Crown, if, by any means, the faid [ruins 
could be prevailed upon to athit his Majetty's forces in driv- 
M 2 ing 
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ing the Spaniards out of the Iſthmus of Darien, either by 
aflurances that the ſaid country ſhould be put into their 
irce poſſeſſion, and they ſupported in the government of it, 
or otherwiſe as ſhall appear moſt agreeable to them; you 
will particularly take care to cultivate a friendſhip with the 
Indians near the river Mandinga, as they might be of great 
ſervice as guides in any future expedition. 

And you are therefore hereby required and directed to 
take under your convoy and protection the Endeavour loop 
Capt. Sicc, and give him all needful affiftance in the juſt 
and due performances of the ſervices aforementioned, tak- 
ing particular care to be ſat sſied, that the preſents ſent by 
Governor Trelawney be all prudently applied to the ſervi- 
ces above mentioned. And as the Iudians by Maudinga 
river may be moſt ſerviceable, you will make your beginning 
in trying what can be done with them, and then proceed 
towards Caledonia ; and I tend Licut. Letother in the Triton 
ſNoop to be under your command and orders, and aſſiſting 
to you in the ſervices aforementioned. And you will like- 
wile receive on board, and victual as your ſhip's company, 
till your return to Port Riyal, Mr. Innes, who is deſirous 
of being afſiſting to you in this ſervice, and may be mate- 
rially ſerviceable in drawing draughts of the harbours and 
channels you may have occaſion to paſs through; and having 
executed theſe orders to the beſt of your judgment for his 
Majeſty's ſervice, 

You weill then make the beſt of your way for Port Royal 
harbour in Fami, where you may expect my orders for 
your further proceedings. For, &c, Given under my 
hand on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne in Porto Bello 
harbour, 13th of April 1742. 

To Capt. Dennis of the Experiment, E. Vernon. 


By, Ec. 
* * Hereas Capt. Dennis in the Experiment has my orders 
to proceed immediately to fea, taking under his con- 
voy and protection the Endeavour floop Capt. mee, who 
has, with Kz:bert Cragg, committed to his care by his Ex- 
cellency Gov. Trelawney, the execution of ſome important 
{crvices with the Indians to cultivate their friendſhip, which 
may be of ſervice to our trade, and great ſervice to the 
Crown : 
You are hereby required and directed to accompany him 
't his Majeſty's loop tender the Tr1tn, and put yourſelf 
under 
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under his command, and to obey all ſuch orders as he ſhall 

give you from time to time for his Majeſty's ſervice, aſſiſt- 

ing him as far as you can in the aforementioned ſervices. 

For, Sc. Given under my hand on board his Majeſty's 

ſhip the Boyne in Ports Hells harbour, this 13th of April 1742. 

To Lieut. Lowther commanding his E. Vernon. 
Majeſty's ſloop tender the Ir iton. 


SIX, 
* HIS veſſel is diſpatched by Capt. Young to me, with 
ſome private letters, that ar: come for me and Sir Cha- 
lancer Ogle, by merchant cn, 

I find, they bring the rews of Str Robert TYValprie having 
reſigned all his cmployments, and being created Earl of 
Orford. 

Thoſe of the old miniſtry, that are to continue in the 
new miniſtry, are ſaid to be my Lord Chancellor, the 
Duke of Newcaj/t/:, and my Lord NM ilmington, who is to 
be at the head of the I reaſury, and Mr. Sandys Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. . 

As [ ſhall think it of conſequence to his Majeſty's ſervice, 
to diſpatch the Ye/uvins fireſhip to England, as foon as I 
arrive in port, 1 deſire you will be pleated, Sir, to have 
your letters in readineſs to go by her, on our arrival. 

I congratulate you on the favourable paſſage we have 
met hitherto, which, I hope, God's good providence will 
continue to us. I am, 

Boyne at tea, fr, dI R, 

21, 1741. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
ZE. Vernon. 
P. S. I ſend you incloſed, a news paper from Cars, that 
was ſent me by the Gentleman. who forwarded the 
letters, | 
Hon, General JYentworth. 


By, Sc. 
W Hereas it does not appear by your account that all 
your convoy have yet ſtretched over for 'Famazca: 

You are hereby required and directed, to make the 
Plaza Grande, before Carihagena, your ftar'on for anchor- 
ing a'nights, to be ſei of keeping your ſtation, and to 
ſtretch off and on in the day time, for meeting with the 
ſaid miſſing tranſports, and ſtoreſhips, both tor their pro- 
tection, and giving them the proper orders, for ſtrecch- 
ing over for Jamaica; and you are to continue on the fd 
er vice 
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ſervice for ten days, and then taking under your care ſuch 
of them, as may be remaining with you; you will then 
make the beſt of your way for Port Royal harbour, for re- 
cciving my further orders, governing yourſelf in other 
particulars by the directions in my former orders. For, 
Sc. Given under my hand on board the Boyne at ſea, off 


Point Can ca, this 24th of April, 1742. 
E. Vernon, 
To Capt. Tucker of the Fawey, 


My Lord Duke, 
NIN Y laſt letter to your Grace was of the 31ſt of March 
| from Port» Bollé harbour: And on the 1ſt day of 

April in the morning, Col. 7re/awney, Governor of Jamai- 
ca, ſailed for Jamaica, in the Greenwich, Capt. Laws, by 
whom I ſent my letters for your Grace, to go home by 
the Chefler, a duplicate of which will accompany this 
letter, 

On the ziſt at night, after I had cloſed my letter to your 
Grace, I received from Mr. /Yentworth a paper, you have 
incl a copy of, entitled, reaſons for laying aſide the at- 
tempt on Panama; amongſt which, he alledges for one, 
the failing of cutting off the Governor of Porto Bello, from 
retiring for Panama. As I well knew there was more pro- 
bability of doing it, by having ſent a detachment up the ri- 
ver Caſcaball, than the idle one he and Mr. Trelawney had 
adopted for their rule of faith, before my return into Port 
Kcal harbour, I vent next morning myſelf above a mile 
and a half up the river Caſcaball, where his party might have 
been in three hours after our anchoring ; but when I adviſed 
him to it, he ſaid it was impoſſible to make a diſpoſition for 
the detachment going away that night; but I ſaw no dif- 
ficulty in it. And on the back of the ſaid reaſons I have 
annexed the repurts and opinions of the officers I carried 
with me. 

And that, at all events, his Majeſty may not want ſome 
information how his affairs have ſucceeded ſo ill in theſe 
parts, I cannot but ſay that, in my judgment, it has been 
principally owing to the inexperience, injudiciouſneſs, and 
unſteadincſs of Gez. I/entworth, of which, if I live to 
come home, I think I can ſufficiently explain the parti- 
culars to his Majeſty, whenever required, 

I ſend your Grace likewiſe incloſed, a copy of a letter 
from Sir CG. Ogle to me here, of the 3ſt of March, 
by which your Glace will ſee, Sir Chaloner adviſed _ 

| ra 
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ral Lentiborth to have a council of war called, upon the 
receipt of Lieut. Lwwuther's opinion ſent to him, when there 
was time for his returning to Jamaica, if he did not chuſe 
to proceed; but he would proceed, though it plainly ap- 
pears to me, he had reſolved againſt landing, before he en- 
tered the harbour of Ports Bello. And many of his officers 
have at times thrown out, that the Vet Indies was no 
country for an army to make war in, though hs Majeſty's 
orders ſent them out for that purpoſe, 

There being ſome little miſapprehenſions, in the exe- 
cution of the firſt orders I had given to Capt. Grant, 
by thoſe that ſucceeded him upon duty, in Parte Bells; 
I added an explanatory order, for the advanced guard, di- 
rected to Capt, Rrppengton, and all that ſucceeded upon 
duty, of the 2d of April, which your Grace has incloſed 
a copy of, 

And I ſend you likewiſe incloſed, a copy of a joint letter 
from me and Sir Chaloner Ogle, to Gen. Wentworth, to let 
him know our opinion was for their proceeding in their re- 
turn, by detachments, as faſt as they could be got ready, 
and that the Fawey was ready to fail with the firſt detach- 


ment of tranſports and ſtoreſhips. that ſhould be ready, which 


we recommended might be Monday the 5th of April. 

On Tueſday the 6th day of April, Capt. Tucker in the 
F:wey put to fea, with the firit detachment of tranſports and 
ſtoreſhips, conſiſting of twenty five fail, with a favourable 
windward current; and the ſame evening Capt. Rentone join- 
ed me here in the Rippen, with four fail of tranſports and 
— and two victuallers, which are all that were miſl- 

„but the Banelta, a traniport that loſt her main maſt, 
ns has long been in tow and under convoy of the Terk, 
having been ſcen together off Coc/2e, thirty leagues to lee- 
ward of this port, by one of our trading oops, who lays, 
they were then ſteering weſtward, by the mil-infurmation 
of a Dutch trader, and the ignorance of their own pilot. 
but, | hope, t = ey oon found their miſtake, and that it will 
not be long before I thall ſee them. 

By the — rs Capt. Rentone brought me from Capt. 
Young, (who commands in the harbour) and his own report, 
the conduct of ſome maſters of tranſports and ſtoreſhips 
nas appeared ſo contrzry to his Majeſty's intereſt, and the 
ſervice they were hired for, that I thought it my duty to 
tran{mit a copy of their accounts of it to your Grace, as 
I thall to the navy board, that it may be enquired into 
what it aroſe from, bc:ore they ate paid, which comes in- 
cloſed. On 
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On the 7th of April I was joined here by the St. Albans, 
Capt. Knight, from her week's cruize off Point Cana, 
without meeting with any thing. 

On the 8th of April Capt. Dennis returned from his 
expedition to the Chagre and Porto de Naos, having an- 
chored off the Chagre, the 3iſt of March, and got into the 
river with the three tenders that evening, and made prizes of 
a ſloop, a ſchooner, and a bongo, lying within the mouth 
of the river, which they had great difficulty to enter, or 
ride there, by the rapidity of the ſtream, running down at 
the rate of three or four miles an hour, and bringing down 
great logs of wood and trees, that obliged them to haul 
cloſe to the banks; they took in the bongo about fourteen 
hundred pieces of eight, and in a hut by the ſloop (being 
deſigned for her cargo) on her being going to careen, four 
hundred and twenty ſerons of cocoa. The wind blow- 
ing right into the river, they could not put to ſea till Sa- 
turday the 3d of April, when he went with his flotilla into 
Porto de Naos, and landed with forty men, and follow- 
ed a path they found three miles and a half, but their 
guide finding himſelf then quite at a loſs, they returned 
without being able to find a way to the fort at Grotton ; 
and after having ſounded and ſurveyed that bay, he weigh- 
ed from thence on Wedneſday morning the 7th of April, 
and anchored here with his flotilla and three prizes the 8th. 

After Capt. Dennis's leaving Chagre, Capt. Renton? firſt 
falling in with Chagre with his convoy of tranſports on 
the 5th (the day before he came in here) ſaw the village of 
Cbagre all in flames, which, I ſuppoſe, was occaſioned by 
their judging him to be coming with a detachment of 
tranſports to land men and make a lodgment there, to pre- 
vent which, I imagine, the Spaniſb ſoldiers had orders to 
burn it. 

By what J hear, our coming here has been providen- 
tially of ſervice to Commodore Anſin, it being ſaid, it has 
occaſioned their recalling to Panama the five ſhips that 


| were ſaid to be ſailed from thence in queſt of him. 


And as a brigantine and three floops of our Jamaica 
traders have put in here to take the advantage of trading 
at the town under our protection, as I thought it might 
be of advantage to them, and of ſervice to the inhabitants 
of the town trading with them, I iſſued an order for pub- 
liſhing a free trade for the time they continued under his 
Majetty's protection, which I ſend your Grace incloſed a 


copy of, 
l And 
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And finding amongſt the letters taken by Capt. Dennis 
in the Chagre, one of the zoth of March, N. S. that 
gives account of ſeveral particulars relating to Commodore 
Anſon, I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of the tranſla- 
tion of it, and hope our being here will prove a provi- 
dential ſecurity to him, if what I hear is true, that it has 
alrea4y occaſioned their ſending for their five ſhips back to 
Panama, 

Four new f1x-pounder pieces of cannon having been 
diſcovered near the Farneſan battery, I immediately ſent 
a party with ſledge mauls, who knocked off the trunnions 
of them, and drove them into the muzzles, and ſpiked 
up the touch holes 

On the 9th of April J got to fea the remainder of the 
tranſports and fireſhips under convoy of Capt. Rentone in 
the Rippor, with a favourable windward current for them. 

And Lieut. Lowther having brought me intelligence, 
that they had ſome new carriages that were concealed in 
the very houſe I had been in up the river of Caſcahall, on 
the roth of April, by break of day I detached my own 
Capt. (Watſn) with the Captains Dennis, Douglaſs, and 
Forreſt, to command the detachment of canoos and boats, 
I ſent with them up the river of Caſcaball, and as the ca- 
noos only could get up ſo high as the houſe, the pinnaces lay 
for landing to ſupport them, a little below them ; they found 
the intelligence true, and made a bonfire of ten new car- 
riages they found there, four of which were 1eady ironed, 
and they found the new iron for the other fix, which they 
brought away with them, and no one ventured to moleſt 
them. 

The ſame day came in here Capt. Cotes in the 7ork, 
with the only mifling tranſport the Honetta, that had loft 
her mainmaſt, and having loſt their way, I find they had 
been as far to leeward as the Scuda ds Firagua; but I thank 
God they found their way to Porto Hie at laſt, and we 
ſhall ſoon refit the tranſport with a jurymait, and have 
her ready for the ſea again. 

I had likewiſe the 10th in the evening a viſit from one 
juſt come from Panama, having, as he ſaid, been eight 
days in his journey by the badneſs of the road; I asked 
him, if the five Span ſhips were at Panama when he 
came away? He ſaid, they were, and that the day before 
they had received advice that Admiral Harfe was got to 
Callao with his ſhips, and that he was coming for Panama ; 
but I will not anſwer for it, but he might be feat to bring 

N me 
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me this latter intelligence, though there is no improba- 
bility 1n it, | 

On the 11th having advice from Lieut. Lowther of the 
place they generally cut their timber at being Punta Gorda, 
between Ports Bells and Porto de Naos, I ſent a detach- 
ment of three tenders under command of Capt. Forre/t, 
with Lieut, Lowther, to deſtroy any ready cut timber they 
might have had there, but they found only the carpenters 
working-ſhed, and houſes, and the chips of their work, as 
probably the carriages we defiroyed were made there; ſo 
fetting their huts on fire, they returned here; where I 
have ſince been joined by a tranſport that was thought to 
be returned to Port Rca, having loſt company with Sir 
Chalmer Ogle ever ſince the 20th of March; and by the 
Defiance that was drove up by the eaſtern current, ſo I 
have gathered all my flock together. 

And having got the Boneita tranſport fixed with a jury- 
maſt, and refitted by the boatſwain and carpenter of the 
Boyne, and the hands I ſent with them, the two tranſ- 
ports are put under convoy of the St. Albans, Capt. Knight, 
together with the two victuallers. 

And Capt. Dennis in the Experiment I diſpatch to ſea, 
with Lieut, Lowther in one of my ſloop tenders, under the 
orders I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of, for endea- 
vouring to regain the friendſhip of the Indians, made a 
ſacrifice of by the treachery of this Capt. Smee, whom 
Governor 7relawney tent his preſents by, for he ſeized of 
them on board his floop, and fold them for ſlaves at Fa- 
maica; but my officers will watch him ſo cloſely, that he 
will not dare to play any tricks now ; and though I fear he 
is far from an honeſt man, it is certain he is a very good 
pilot; and I knew Capt. Dennis's diligence and experi- 
enced ſcamanſhip will make us ſome good pilots on this 
occaſion for any future ſervices this way ; for I am of opi- 
nion with the prelident of Panama, that on being fur- 
niſhed with gocd guides, the moving for attacking Panama 
ſhould begin at the river Mandinga ; and by all that I 
can hear they have been doing, I think they have becn 
lzbouring at their deſtruction, rather than their defence. 

My convoys detached, I ſhall move up for Caribagena 
in a body with our two flags, eight ſail of the line of bat- 
Lie (two of cighty guns, two of ſeventy guns, and four of 
ſixty) with thiee fuetkips, and the two hoſpital ſhips ; and 
J have Capt. Kentone in a fixty gun ſhip to windward of 
me, and Capt. Knight in a fifty gun ſhip coming aſter me 
With the rear of tlie tranſports, And 
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And having detached all my convoys before me, and 
ſeen the trading ſloops out too, I put to ſea my ſelf from 
Porto Bellh harbour the 14th of April, having a fa- 
vourable day, for getting all my ſhips well out into the ſea 
before night, 

I have already mentioned to your Grace, my having ap- 
pointed Lieut. Lowther, a fifth Lieutenant to the Boyne, 
that he might be at hand for attending all ſervices, either 
of the fleet or army, as he might be wanted for, and am 
perſuaded, your Grace will approve of what I have done, 
as moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, as I doubt not but my 
Lords of the Admiralty will too; but as it is one above the 
eſtabliſhed rules of the navy, Iam doubtful but their Lord- 
ſhips may think it may require an order of council, for their 
approving of it, which, I am perſuaded, if it ſhould be 
thought neceſſary, your Grace will think it very juſt, he 
ſhould be approved and paid accordingly ; for as he neither 
wants experience, judgment, nor reſolution, fo I think he 
has an hearty good will to ſerve his Majeſty faithfully and 
diligently, 

I came up with Capt. Knight and his convoy, in my 
way up, and on the 19th in the evening made the iſland 
Fuerta, on the eaſtern fide of the gulph of Darien; and 
on the 23d got off Carthagena, and ſaw all was as I had 
left it there, and ſaw the new works they were making at 
the Paſtili, 

On the 24th I was joined by the Rippzn and Fawey off 
Point Cana; Capt. Rentine informed me, he had ſeen all 
his convoy as far to windward as they deſired, and they 
were ſtretched over for Jamaica. And Capt. Tucker in- 
formed me, he had convoyed fourteen of the heavieſt 
ſailors of his convoy as high as the Arenas, and they were 
ſtretched over for Fumaica ; and that ten fail went away 
from him to windward, ſoon after his getting out of Ports 
Bella; and as we met no one of them in our way, I con- 
clude they got to Jamaica firit of any, with the breach 
of their orders for keeping with their convoy, But left 
any might be crippled and behind, by any accident, I left 
the Fawey under orders for cruizing for ten days off Car- 
thagena, to be in the way for picking up any that might 
be diſabled. | 

On the 25th I was joined by the Lyon and Seahorſe (my 
windward cruizers) who had chaſed aſhore to windward of 
Santa Martha, a ſloop laden with ammunition, and pro- 
viſions for Carthagena ; but as ws had run her on a _ 
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of rocks, they could ſave but little out of her; and having 
done that, they ſet her on fire and burnt her. 

And on the ſaid 25th diſcovering a brigantine, that came 
pretty near us, by the hazy weather, ſteering for Cartha- 
gena ; I detached the Rippen and Seahorſe in chaſe of her, 
and hope they may have come up with her, as I believe, it 
they do, I ſhall have the lateſt advices from France by her, 
as we judge her to be a brigantine employed in the trade 
of ſupplying Carthagena with ammunition, proviſions, and 
intelligence. And the Fawey will have a chance for her, 
if ſhe eſcapes them. 

Being now ſtretching over for Jamaica, and in no 
likelihood of meeting any more intelligence in our paſſage, 
J chule to cloſe my letter to your Grace now, that it may 
be in a readineſs to go by the Chefter, if I ſhould happily 
fall in far enough to windward for reaching Port Royal 
harbour, before ſhe be failed, or meeting with her at ſea; 
but if not, I ſhall forward it immediately on my arrival, 
by the YVe/uvius fireſhip, I have lying clean in the harbour, 
for that purpoſe; having, by my letter to Mr. Wentworth 
of the 21ſt inſtant, defired he would have his letters in 
a readineſs for going by the ſame occaſion, I am, 

My Lord Duke, 


B:yn- at fea, Apr. 27, 


1742, in Jatitude your Grace's moſt devoted 
14 deg. and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newcaftle, E. Vernon, 


P. S. On the 3cth of April in the evening, I made 
the keys upon Pedrs ſhoals, falling in upon them into ten 
fathom water, between the keys and Portland rock, hav- 
ing then with me Sir Cha!:ner Ogle, and all the ſhips and 
veilels that failed with us from Porto Bella; and thoſe alſo 
that ſailed before us under Capt. Knight's convoy, and the 
cruizers that joined me, except the Fawey, detached to 
cruize for ten days off Carthagena, and the Seahorſe, that 
continued her chaſe after the brigantine, 

And as I know I muſt have a hurry of buſineſs on my 
hands, on my coming in with, a crazy ſquadron, full of 
complaints, I judge it expedient to ſeal up my letters now, 
to have leiſure to attend them, and to leave to a freſh let- 
ter the informing your Grace of all neceſſary occurrences, 
upon my arrival in port; of which, I hope the favour of 
hearing from your Grace will be one, your laſt being of 
the 3: it of C4ber. 


Beyne, off of P. dis ſhoals, E. Vernon, 
May 1, 1742. 
My 
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My Lord Duke, 
MY laſt to your Grace was of the 3oth of April, which 
VI this accompanies, to inform your Grace, that after 
ſtruggling for two or three days to weather Pedro ſhoals, 
I found myſelf obliged by the lee current to bear away, 
and croſs over the leewardmoſt part of thoſe ſhoals, and 
on the 5th of May got over to Jamaica, falling in a little 
to leeward of Point Pedro, having then with me Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle and the whole ſquadron of his Majeſty's ſhips, 
the victuallers, and ſome of the tranſports ; but we found 
the leeward current {till ſtrong againſt us; ſo that it was 
the 11th before I could beat up as high as Alligator Pond; 
but finding I could get anchor ground a little to windward 
of the Re, that lies off there, and the weather looking 
dirty to ſeaward, I made the ſignal, and anchored there 
with my diviſion that evening. But Sir Chaloner being to 
leeward of that ſhoal, kept the ſea with his diviſion, and 
loſing ground that night, bore up for Bluefields next day. 
I continued at anchor till the 13th in the morning, when 
the weather breaking up, I weighed and anchored again 
that evening off Round Hill, and weighed from thence the 
14th, and anchored again the 15th in J/ithyword Bay, 
_— Mr. Wentworth choſe to land and go for Spaniſb 
own, 

And in J/ithywoodd Bay I met Capt. Herbert with one 
hundred and ninety two of his officers and ſhips company 
in' a prize ſloop, having loſt his Majeſty's ſhip Tyger on 
the ſhoals of Tortuga keys, on the coaſt of Florida, on the 
13th day of January laſt ; which makes it neceſſary I 
ſhould ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of my orders to 
Capt. Herbert, which, you will find, were for his cruizing 


between Cape Cortentes and the Camanes; ſo that it was to 


his breach of his orders this misfortune owes its origin, in 
carrying the ſhip to a flation of his own chuſing, near 
an hundred leagues from that I appointed him; and I ſhould 
never have thought of ſending a ſhip to cruize in that 
ſtation whilſt I knew the Spanjh ſquadron under Don 
Rodrigo de Torrez was at the Havanna, the Tortuga being 
but little to leeward of that port. 

I fend your Grace likewiſe a piece of intelligence from 
his Lieutenants examination of the priſoners they took off 
Cape Coricutes; by which it appears, that the Span 
ſquadron was at the Havanna the 28th of Decem'er : and 
by a parley they had with the officers of a Span; ſloop, 
in the latter end of Feb. laſt (whom, I believe, thought 
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they would have ſurrendered to them) they acquainted them, 
the Span; ſquadron was ſtill at the Havanna. But very 
probably they put to ſea ſoon after they had advice of my 
being ſailed for the main continent; as, to be ſure, part 
of their view in continuing at the Havanna, was covering 
La Vera Cruz, 

Capt. Herbert loſt his ſhip on his new choſen ſtation the 
night of the very day he firſt arrived there, being the 1 3th 
of Jen. laſt, where he ſaved all his people on one of the 
Tortuga keys, raiſed batteries for ſecuring themſelves there, 
and mounted 28 of his cannon on them, ſaved moſt of 
their proviſions for their ſubſiſtence, and many ſtores, and 


was obliged to continue there above two months, till it 


pleaſed God's good providence to favour them, in the taking 
a ſloop by their boats thirty leagues from them on the Florida 
ſhore, by which, and a ſchooner, he was enabled to come 
away with all his people, after having rendered the guns 
unſerviceable, and burnt and deſtroyed all the ſtores they 
could not bring away with them. 

I have complaints from Capt. Herbert, deſiring a court 
martial againſt his Lieutenant of marines, for mutinous 
proceedings ; ; and againſt his ſecond and third Lieutenants, 
for not doing their duty in boat ſervice againſt a Span/v 
privateer, he ſent them to attack, by which they failed of 
ſucceſs; and when I get to Port Royal, ſhall hold a court 
martial for enquiring into theſe proceedings. 

On the 15th of May I weighed from J/:thywod, and 
had on the 17th got ſo well up with Portland, and well 
to the ſouthward of it, that if the breeze had come at 
eaſt, or to the ſouthward of it, I had a fair proſpect for wea- 
thering Portland, and getting into Port Royal; but the 
wind came up at N. E. and blew a mere fret of wind, 
with continual heavy rains, and by night, it being extreme 
thick weather, obliged me to make the fignal, and lye 
to under a mainſail all night, which by next day morning 
had drove us near as far to leeward as Point Pedro; and 
continuing to blow hard, and look very greaſy to wind- 
ward, I judged it moſt prudent to bear away for Bluefields, 
whilſt I had it in my power, left I ſhould be driven to 
leeward of the iſland, and accordingly anchored there with 
all my diviſion on the 18th; and the York, of Sir Chaloner 
Ogle's diviſion, came in after me, as have done the victual- 
lers and ſeveral tranſports; and this morning I fee Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle and his ſhips (that failed from hence the 15th) 
a little to leeward, plying up to come in here; and — 
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has proved a true Saturday's moon to us; much bad wea- 
ther and many crols accidents, 

I found here in a floop the remainder of Capt, Herbert's 
officers and ſhip's company, ſo, I thank God, they are all 
come ſafe, which will be a very ſeaſonable recruit to us. 
And I think it a very happy providence, that this adverſe 
wind and weather did not take us on the main continent, 
where ſuch a diſperſion might have been fatal to many of 
the tranſports. 

J have had one of my tenders in at Pert Rayal, that 
came back to me at W/ithywzd, by which I learnt the 
Fowey, Seahorſe, and Experiment, with Lieut, Lowther, 
were all arrived in port ; and that Capt. Dennis had brought 
ſome Indians over with him, but I have yet no letter from 
him. 

But thinking it of conſequence, to haſten my letters by ex- 
preſs to your Grace, for his Majeſty's information, for 
fear of farther delays in getting up with the ſquadron, I 
ſend my letters for your Grace by land for Part Royal, 
with orders for the Veſuvius fireſhip putting to ſea with 
them immediately, and the Captain's waiting on Mr. ent- 
worth for his letters, who has had long notice from me 
for having them ready. 

Sir Chaloner Ogle in the Cumberland, with the Kent, 
Montague, and St. Albans, are anchored here this evening; 
and his fireſhip and the two hoſpital ſhips are in fight 
without. 

As I can recruit our water here quickeſt, I am doing 
that, and waiting the end of this boiſterous moon, for a 
more favourable paſſage to Port Royal; where I ſend all 
neceſſary orders, by the expreſs that goes with this letter, 
to be proceeded with directly by the Veſuvius fireſnip, that 
lies ready clean for that purpoſe. I am, 

Boyne, at Blueftelis, My Lord Duke, 


Bay 19, 1742. your Grace's moſt devoted 
and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Nee. E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


N Monday morning the 17th I was got about eight 
leagues ſouth from Portland, and had the breeze came 

in to the ſouthward of the eaſt, had a proſpect ot weather- 
ing all, and fetching into Port R, but inſtead ot that, 
it proving a very hard gale of un at N. E. with conti- 
nued heavy rains, and very thics weather, I was eb'iged 
Ly 
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to bring to under a mainſail all night, which by next 
morning had drove me near as far to Jeeward as Point 
Pedro; and the gale continuing, and looking black and 
dirty to windward, I bore away for anchoring here before 
night, leſt another night might have drove me to leeward 
of it; and as the weather continues unpromiſing, I have 
ſent my firſt Lieut, Mr. Taylor with my diſpatches for 
England, and Capt. Temſon his orders for proceeding im- 
mediately to ſea with them, as their getting early home is 
of importance for his Majeſty's ſervice. 

And you are hereby required and directed to ſupply Capt. 
Tomſon with ſufficient ſeamen for navigating him home, 
completing him to his complement from the Princeſs 
Louiſa, if ſhe has more than her loweſt complement, which 
is two hundred and forty, that would be moſt agrecable to 
the men, as the Princeſs Louiſa will go a thorough convoy 
to England, at any time the merchants ſhall deſire it in 
next month; and when you know the time they deſire 
it, you will direct Capt. Young to put up publick notices at 
the three towns of the time of his failing, as is uſual on 
like occaſions ; and if there be not ſufficient men above that 
number in the Princeſs Louiſa, you will ſupply it from 
late impreſt men, or otherwiſe as your prudence ſhall ſug- 
geſt to you to be molt for his Majeſty's ſervice. 

And to provide againſt contingencies, Licut. Taylor car- 
ries with him an order to command the Veſuvius fireſhip, 
in caſe of Capt. Tom/or's death, or inability to proceed by 
ſickneſs; and ſhould a Lieutenant or any warrant officer 
be wanting, you will ſend to proceed in their room any 
Lieutenant whoſe want of health or buſineſs may require 
his defire to go home in her, and the like of any war- 
rant officer deſiring the ſame, letting them know in ſuch 
caſe I will ſend their commiſſions cr warrants after them, 
and you will direct a ſurvey, in caſe it be of a warrant 
officer. | 
And you are likewiſe to direct the Foawey and Experiment 
both to be preparing for the careen by the Alders ey hulk, 
and to be getting your own ſhip and the Tilbur completely 
watered and victualled for four months, that you may be 
ready for proceeding to ſea, ſoon after my arrival in port. 

And as vou mention the merchants having applied to 
you for a convoy for ſeeing their trade ſafe through the 
windward paſiage, I ſend you incloſed an order for Capt. 
Durell proceeding to ſea convoy to them on any day 


they ſhall defire, but you may let them know, they may 
have 
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have the Princeſs Louiſa for a thorough convoy to England, 
ſoon after my arrival in port, if they will pleaſe to wait 
for that; and as this Saturday's moon is almoſt at an end, 
I hope it will not be long firſt. 

Pray forward the completing the wharf at the Aldernty 
hulk, and the other ſmall ones for taking guns and ſtores 
on ſhore, as fait as may be, as they will be moſt wanted for 
preſent uſe. 

As will the ſhed that is framing to be ſet up without 
the yard, for repairing of our boats, which ſhould be well 
ſtrengthened with beams for laying a floor on it, for put- 
ting ſmall ſtores in ſecurity under the roof, and lodging 
men that have the care of them; where there are three or 
four abreaſt, as in the yards, they will be a mutual ſupport 
to each other, and will all be wanting. 

And pray deſire Mr. Hinde to forward the hoſpital all he 
can. If the Deptford ſtoreſhip be on the other ſide the Nar- 
rows, I would have her continue there, having in view to 
poſt her at the Rock River, for lightening ſhips of their 
guns, that want caulking, and new ſheathing a few ſtrakes 
under the wales, and cannot be careened. I am, 

"e, at Blu-felili 81 R, 
N ** os f your moſt humble ſervant, 
| E. Vernon. 
Capt. Laws of the Greenwich, 


By, &c. 
you are hereby required and directed to keep a mile 
a head of his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, by night and 
by day, till our making the iſland of Famaica, and to keep 
your lead going in the night; and when you diſcover any 
thing, either by eye or ſoundings, that you may judge it 
neceſſary to tack from, you will immediately make the 
tacking ſignal, and tack from it, which I will take care to 
repeat. Given under my hand on board the Boyne at fea 
the 28th of April, 1742. E. Vernon. 
To Capt. Rentone of the Nippon. 


By, Oc. 

\ Hereas it is of importance to his Majeſty's ſervice, 

that the ſeveral packets you have now ſent you for 

his Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State, ſhould come 

lpecdily to hand, for his Majelty's iniormation : 

And as you have been already ordered to complete your 
victualling for four months, for 124 your voyage, I have 
now 
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now ſent orders to Capt. Laws, to furniſh you with ſuch.a 
ſupply of ſeamen as ſhall be wanting: | 

On being ſupplied with which, you are hereby required 
and directed to put to fea with all poſſible expedition; and 
to make the beſt of your way for the firſt port in the chan- 
ne] of England you can moſt conveniently reach; from 
whence you will ſet out poſt for delivering the packets for 
his Majeſty's Secretary of State into his own hands, being the 
principal view of your voyage, and after delivering them, and 
waiting till he ſhall think proper to permit you to proceed 
to deliver my letters to the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, and 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty, you will then forward 
the letters to the other publick boards, and apply to their 
Lordſhips for their orders for your further proceedings. 

And though TI have no publick letters later than the 3 1ſt 

of Odtober, yet if you ſhould find his Grace the Duke of 
Netocaſtle promoted to the viceroyalty of [reland, (as is 
reported) and another Secretary of ſtate appointed in his 
place, you are in ſuch caſe to deliver your letters directed to 
his Grace the Duke of Newca/?le, to the ſaid Secretary of 
State ſucceeding his Grace in that important truſt ; and you 
will do the like with thoſe directed to the Right Hon. Sir 
Charles Wager, in caſe there ſhould have been any change 
at that board. 
And you areimmediately on the receipt of theſe your or- 
ders, to give advice to Gen. Venttworth of the time you 
propoſe to ſail, and that you have orders to take care of any 
letters he ſends you, or to receive on board and victual any 
officer and his ſervants that he may chuſe to ſend them by ; 
but you are not todelay your ſailing when you are ready. 

And you are to give receipts for me, to my Lieut. or 
the commanding ofhcer for the packets that you will receive 
from him, 

And you are to uſe all poſſible diligence in the execution 
of theſe orders, as you will anſwer the contrary at your 
peril. For, &c. Given on board the Boyne, at anchor off 
Bluefields this 19th of May, 1742. 


To Capt. Tomſon, commander of his E. Vernon. 
Majeſty's fireſnip the Veſuvius. 


By, &c: 

W Hereas the late lee current and blowing weather have 
diſperſed the tranſports and ſtoreſhips : 

Leſt there ſhould be any yet to leeward of us, you are 

hereby required and directed with his Majeſty's ſhip the &.. 

8 Albans, 
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Albans, under your command, together with the Elizabeth 
ſloop tender, of which the Lieutenant has orders to put him- 
ſelf under your command, to continue at anchor here, for 
four days after my being ſailed away to morrow (as I intend) 
to give convoy, protection, and aſſiſtance to all ſuch tranſports 
and ſtoreſhips, as may come in here and ſtand in need of it. 

And as many put in off Black River, you will anchor of 
there, and give your orders to all you find there, for making 
the beſt of their way to Port Rzyal harbour, as they will 
anſwer at their peril for what his Majeſty's ſervice ſhall ſuf- 
fer through their negligence or delay, an] you will do the 
like at /ithywoad. | 

And as there are ſaid to be many ſeamen ſeduced to deſert 
the tranſports, by the maſters of merchant ſhips, loading at 
Black River, you will ſtrictly ſearch ſuch merchant ſhips, 
both for ſuch as have deſerted his Majeſty's ſervice here, and 
thoſe that deſerted from the ſaid tranſports ; and to defire 
the magiſtrates to iſſue their warrants for apprehending our 
deſerters, aſſuring them the rewards tor all apprehended, 
and delivered to you, ſhall be paid agreeable to former ad- 
vertiſement, 

And you will then proceed to Port Royal harbour for the 
receiving my orders for your further proceedings; in all 
things elſe, referring you to the directions in my former or- 
ders; for which this ſhall be your warrant, Given under 
my hand on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, at Blue- 
fields, this 23d of May, 1742. E. Vernon. 
To Capt. Knight of the St. Albans. 


SIR, 
1 Believe the uncertainty we are in for gaining our paſſage 

to Port Royal, will engage you to think me in the right 
in the reſolution I have taken, to proceed thither by land, 
to prevent any inconveniencies ariſing to his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice through my abſence. 

And heartily wiſhing for the pleaſure of meeting you 

ſpeedily in Port Royal, I am, 

Boyne, off of Milt River, Sir, your moſt obedient 
Jamaica, June 16th, humble ſervant, 
1742. E. Vernon. 

Sir Chaloner Ogle. 
P. S. If Capt. Knight brings you this be pleaſed to let 
him make the beſt of his way; becauſe he is intended 
to clean by the Alderney hulk, . J. 
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| By, Oc. 
V Hercas the very has 21 obſtruQion we have met 
with, to our return to Port Royal, from a long conti- 
nu ceward current,renders my preſence there the more ne- 
ceſſary, for giving proper orders to the ſhips there, ſeveral of 
Which muſt now be cleancd and refitted for the fea, which 
making my preſent abſence of prejudice to his Majeſty's 
ſervice, and having determined me to undertake the jour- 
ney by land, from the firſt port of the iſland we can reach: 
You are hereby required and directed to take the com- 
mand of all the ſhips of our ſquadron, as you ſhall meet 
with them, and make the beſt of your way to Port Royal 
harbour with them, for our getting them refitted and re- 
victualled, for ſuch further ſervices as we may ſpeedily ex- 
pect his Majeſty's orders for; all the ſhips being under the 
like orders for the preſent, if you ſhould not happen to meet 
with them, ſo that this need be no retardment to your pro- 
ceeding with all poſſible expedition with thoſe you ſhall meet 
with in vour way. For, Oc. Given on board the Boyne, 
off of Milt idr, Jamai a, this 16th of Jun, 1742. 
To Sir Cfaloner gie, Rear Admiral of the E. Vernon, 
bluc ſquadron of his ** flect. 


By, Sc. 
* 7 Hereas you are furniſhed with the moſt experienced 


pilot, and may not meet a convenient opportunity for 


POE the letters and orders you have from me for Sir 
Ch.l-ner Oęie, and will be the eldeſt Captain of my divi- 
fion. now Capt. Cotterell has his ſeparate orders for making 
the beſt of his way for coming to careen his ſhip next at 
the wharf; as my abſence will be no longer than till your 
arrival at Port Royal harbour: 

You are hereby required and directed to continue making 
the ſignals, and proceeding with my diviſion, with all poſſible 
expedition to Port Reyal harbour, where his Majeſty's ſervice 
requires my going by land for giving the neceſſary orders 
to the ſhips there: But on Sir Chalaner Ogle's coming up 
with you, you will obey his orders. For, &c, Given on 
board the Boyne, off of Mil: River, Jamaica, this 16th of 
June, 1742. 

Jo Capt. Malſen, of the Boyne, E. Vernon. 


2 '& BM | 
i E very uncommon obflruftions J have met with to 


my return with he ſquadron of his Majelty's ſhips to 
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Port Royal, from fo long continued a leeward current, has 
forced me to take recourſe to a land paſſage to Port Royal, 
leſt his Majeſty's ſervice ſhould ſufter through my abſence, 

But as I have not any thing to inform you of, but our 
ſhips being much ſhattered in ſtruggling againſt theſe lee ward 
currents and ftrong breezes, and that I know my preſence 
is ſpeedily wanted at Pert Royal, I leave this letter to ac- 
quaint you of 17 paſſing through for Part Rozal, where I 
ſhall be proud of -your commands, I am, 


8 76 : SIR, your Excellency's 
1 / R 
91h, 1742 moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
His Excel. Gov. Trelawney. E. J ernan. 
SIR, 


] Have your Excellency's letter of the 19th inft. delivered 

me at Spaniſh Town in my way hither, with the ſeven 
papers and two letters ſent to you by Lieut. Fo4e/on, which 
| bave directed copies to be taken of, and ſhall then return 
them to your Excellency. 

I ſee by theſe letters, Lieut. Zodgfon has but twelve men 
with him, ſo that there can be no apprehenſions but his 
Muſquettsy Majeſty or Capt. Pitts can ſufficiently ſupply 
them with proviſions as long as he has your Excellency's 
orders for continuing with them, and as to what your Ex- 
cellency mentions, if there was occaſion for ſending them 
proviſions it would be improper to do it, by the ſhip that 
car's the Caledonian Indians back again, as the way of 
going to the one is directly out of the way of going to 
the other 

he ſettling of Ratar and is the ſubſiſting reſolution of 
a gener council of war now, though it was laid aſide for the 
ſcheme of Mr.  :nt:vort2's and your Excellency's appro- 
bation, 

I hope we ſha! all learn our Royal & ſter's pleaſure by the 
Man of war ſpeedily to be expected, but ſhould ſhe not ar- 
rive before Sir Chalter Ogle's coming into port, I think 
we ſhould hold a general council of war immediately after 
his arrival, to conſider of what is next to be done for his 
Majeſty's ſervice ; and I fend your Excellency inclofed a co- 
py of our ſentiments upon what was produced to us, and ſaid 
to be an order from Mir. Hubert. 

[ have had the Iain brought over by Capt. Dennis with 
me, and have aflured them, the fame {hip ſhould be ready 
to return with them on any day they defire, but they chuſe 
to have fix days to provide themſelves with ſuch things 

4 5 


7 1401 
as ſhould be uſeſul to them, and I intend Lieut. Lowther in 
a {loop ſhall accompany them likewiſe, 

As by the papers you ſent me, it appears his uſquette 
Majeſty was determined againſt any expedition towards the 
Chagre till after Chriſimas next; and that what Lieut. 
Hodgſen is now gone to aſſiſt him upon, is a compliment to 
him on an expedition of his own projecting, I am clearly 
in Lieut. Hodgfen's ſentiments, that they have not merited 
any pay, nor do believe that they expect any, for having 
only expreſſed their apprchenſions from your being coming 
amongſt them; and Lieut. Hodg/on you ſee, thinks none 
but Mr. Pitts had any inclination of proceeding on what 
you had propoſed, which his being laid up with the ſciatica 
had diſabled him from likewiſe. 

Your Excellency knows I have never entertained any 
favourable opinion either of Capt. Lea's capacity or vera- 
city; and that I have expreſſed myſelf before you ſurprized, 
that our worthy friend Sir Charles Wager ſhould have been 
deceived into a good opinion of him ; and whenever any 
complaints are regularly convey'd to me, and a proſecutor 
appears to deſire a court martial on him, I am ſure I ſhall 
never refuſe it, But your Excellency, who is a much bet- 
ter judge than I can pretend to be of the rule of evidence 
in courts of juſtice, know very well that Lieut. Hodg/on's 
narratives of what other people told him, is no evidence at 
all in a court of juſtice, I am 

Pere Royal, Fane your Excellency's 


22, 1742. moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Governor Trelawney, Z. Vernon. 
S . 


] Have received your letter of the 19th inſtant, with the 

incloſed copies of letters from ycu to Mr. Blakeney and 
Gen. Wentworth, of the 13th and 31ſt of May; 

And entirely approve of your applying to Gen. I/ent- 
- worth as you propoſe for a further reduction, having always 
thought there were more tranſports retained in ſervice than 
were neceſſary, and lamented it as a heavy and unneceſſar 
expence to the Crown; and I think it the more ſo, wn 
know the King's ſhips will always fland in want of part of 
the forces to enable them to be in any condition for ſervice 
in theſe ſeas. I am, 


Port Peyal, June SI R, 
. your very humble ſervant, 
Mr. Wallace Agent for the tranſports. E. Vernon, 


SIR, 
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SIR, 


J Hough we have no publick letters by the arrival of the 

Adventure, yet we are perſuaded you will join with 
us in thinking it is expedient, that the general council of 
war ſhould aſſemble, to conſider of what can be done for 
his Majeſty's ſervice, fo as to be able to ſend ſome accounts 
home by the Princeſs Lauiſa Capt, Young, whom the mer- 
chants have now defired may have the day of her failing 
prolonged to Thurſday the firſt day of July. 

And as Governor T7 »«awney is generally a little diſorder'd 
on board a ſhip, we have aſſured him of our readineſs to 
go to hold the general council of war at his houſe at Spaniſb 
Town on Monday morning next if he defires it; which we 
are perſuaded of your readineſs to oblige him in, and to bring 
Mr. Blakeney with you. But we have added, it it was in- 
different to his Excellency, that the ſignal for the general 
council of war would be made on board the Boyne on Mon- 
day morning at eight o'clock, being the 28th inſtant. 
When we receive the Governor's anſwer we will adviſe you 
of it. We are, 

Boyne, in Port Royal harbour, SI R, 


Jamaica, June ab, 1742. | your moſt obedient 
| humble ſervants, 
Hon. Gen. Ventworth. E. Vernon. 
C. Ogle. 
SIR, 


J Hough we have no publick letters by the arrival of the 

Adventure, yet we are perſuaded you will join with us 
in thinking it is expedient, that the general council of war 
ſhould aſſemble, to conſider of what can be done for his 
Majeſty's ſervice, ſo as to be able to ſend ſome accounts 
home by the Princeſs Louiſa, Capt. Young, whom the mer- 
Chants have now deſired may have the day of her failing 
prolonged to I hurſday next. 

And as I know your Excellency is generally a little dit- 
ordered on board a ſhip, Sir Chaloner Ogle and I are very 
ready to oblige you in coming up to Spaniſh Town on Mon- 
day morning next, for holding the general council of war 
at your houſe, which we adviſed Gen. Wentwsrth of to 
day, as we doubt not he will approve of it; or ſhould it 
be indifferent to you, the ſignal for the general council of 
war ſhall be made by eight o'clock on Monday morning 
next, on board the Boyne, and my boats ſhall attend you 
at the hour you appoint. 


I have 
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T have juſt now received the favour of your Excellency's ; 
letter of yeſterday, with advice of Sir Chaloner Ogle's com- 
miſſion and mine being in your Excellency's hands, which 
we will take the opportunity of qualifying ourſelves for be- 
fore you at this meeting, We are, 


£ bl 
Beyre, in Port Reyal harbour, Sir, your Excellency 8 


Jamaica, June 26, 1742. moſt obedient 
humble ſervants, 
Gov. Trelawney, E. Vernon, 
C. Ogle. 
S-1:.R, 


1 Received laſt night a letter from Mr. Trelawney, that he 

would be in the way to mcet us at a council of war in 
his houſe at Spaniſb Town on Monday next, ſo you will 
be pleaſed to bring Mr. Blateney with you, and Sir Chal- 
ner Ogle and I will endeavour to be there by nine o'clock 
in the morning. 

I will not fail to enquire into what you mention about 
the Experiment ; I know Capt. Dennis to be a good natured 
officer, and hope there has been no juſt occaſion given for 
any to complain, which I ſhall not fail to redreſs if I find 
there has. I am, 


Boyne, in Pot Royal harbour, 8 1 R, 
e eee bank your moſt obedient 
Hon. General I/ntworth. humble ſervant, 


E. Vernon. 

My Lord Duke, 
MY laſt to your Grace was of the 19th of May from 
Bluefields, which I diſpatch'd Lieut. Taylor up with 
by land, with orders to Capt. Tomſn of the I gſuvius fire- 
ſhip (that ] had lying clean in Port Royal harbour) imme- 
diately to proceed to ſea with, and loſe no time for ſpeedily 
conveying the ſame to your Grace's hands; ; and by a ſhip 
that met him at ſea off the weſt end of Jamaica, I have 
ſince learnt, that finding the lee current fo ſtrong againſt 
him, he had judged it the moſt expeditious way to bear 
away for going through the gulph; and if he has eſcaped 
falling into the hands of any of the Spaniſh ſquadron from the 
Havanna, I doubt not but they will come ſafe to your Grace. 
The duplicates of thoſe letters went home by ſome mer- 
chant ſhip of the Seahorſe's convoy; having at the ſame 
time ſent Capt. Durell orders for convoying ſuch of the 
trade through the windward pallage, as were too impatient 
to wait for the th orough convoy thele leiters go by, which 
is appointed t fail the 28th of this inſtant Tune. And 
Capt, 


+ 
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Capt. Young of the Princeſs Louiſa, together with this let- 
ter, will bring your Grace the duplicate of my laſt from 
Bluefields of the 19th of May. 


After ſupplying my ſhips with all the proviſions I had 


with me in the two victuallers, (who had fortunately kept 
me company) and recruited our water, I put to ſea on the 
29th of May to beat up for this port, but {till found the cur- 
rent very ſtrong againſt us, ſo as even to have been driven 
to leeward of the iſland ; but having by the 17th of Zune 
got into anchor ground off Round Hill, to leeward of i- 
thywoed, for fear his Majeſty's ſervice might ſuffer for want 
of my preſence in this harbour, leaving the neceſlary or- 
ders behind me for Sir Chaloner Ogle, and to all for pro- 
cceding to this port with all poſſible expedition, I went in 
my boat to Vithywood, and proceeded by land to Part 
Royal, where I arrived the zoth in the morning, and found 
the Montague, Worceſter, and Strombols fireſhip here; the 
Lion got in the 21ſt, and on the 23d arrived here my ſhip 
the Boyne, with the Grafton, Rippon, York, Defiance, and 
the hoſpital ſhips, But Sir Chaloner Oale with the Cumber- 
land, Kent, St. Albans, and two fireſhips, are not yet in 
ſight. But this ſtruggling againſt a ſtrong lee current and 
fiery breezes, has brought all my ſhips into a terrible ſhatter 
ed condition, which makes me impaticntly long for the ar- 
rival of the convoy with the ſtoreſhips, to be furniſhed with 
the neceſſary ſtores for refitting them as well as we can 
with ſuch conveniencies as we have for it, | 

I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of the intelligence I 


I had from Capt. ard, who was appointed to cruize to 


windward of Port Louis, by which it appears no French 
ſquadron was arrived in the latter end of April. And you 
have likewiſe incloſed a copy of Capt. 8/evens's intelligence 
from Carthagena of the 5th inſtant, of what they are do- 
ing in thoſe parts, where they have been of late very ſick- 
ly; and likewiſe of the intelligence he had by a Spaniſb 
ſloop he took coming in for Boca Chica whilſt he was there, 
who mentions the Spani/b ſquadron being (till ſaid to be at 
the Havanna, on her coming from St. Fagos de Cubs. 
And that is likewiſe confirmed by our traders from the 
South Keys ; of which I expect more particulars, on the re- 
turn of Capt. Brederick of the Shore am, duily expected from 
thoſe parts. 

The Litchfi:14 appointed to cruize to windward off Port 
Frangeis, could never get into her Ration, for the lee cur- 
rent and ſtrong breezes that have returned her thattered 
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into port. I have now four clean ſhips ready to ſend to 
ſea, but having advice the Adventure and convoy may be 
daily expected, I am defirous of ſeeing what orders I may 
receive from your Grace before I ſend them to ſea, But 
the merchants applying for the thorough convoy failing 
on Monday the 28th inſtant, as I have aſſured them of 
my readineſs to oblige them in what they defire, I am ob- 
liged to haſten the concluſion of this letter to go by her. 

And having at Bluefields had brought to me by Colonel 
Leighton, a paper purporting an order for putting the 
troops into quarters in ſeveral parts of the ifland, which 
he deſired my approbation of, I conſulted Sir Chalomer 
Ogle upon it, and we gave him our opinion, annexed to 
the order he produced to us, which I ſend your Grace 
likewiſe incloſed a copy of; and the difficulty we have had 
to collect the King's ſhips together into this port is the 
ſtrongeſt evidence againſt diſperſing the troops, from 
whence I appiehend no one good conſequence was to be 
expected. | 

I ſend your Grace alſo incloſed a copy of the abſtract of 
the proceedings of Capt. Dennis and Lieut. Lowther at 
Caledonia, and I am upon ſending them both back thither 
with the ſaid Indians according to the promiſe made them. 
Theſe Iadiaus ſeem an innocent inoffenſive people, but do 
not promiſe for being of a very enterpriſing genius; how- 
ever there may be much advantage from cultivating their 
friendſhip, as they can cut off the free communication by 
land from Carthagena to Porto Bello, and may be good 
guides on any future expeditions, and very aſſiſting for 
procuring ſubſiſtence to undertaking any enterprize in thoſe 
parts. 

I thank God, the Adventure, Capt. Draper, got ſafe 
here with his convoy of ftoreſhips and victuallers on the 
24th, which is a moſt ſeaſonable relief, to enable us to 
ſet about repairing our ſhattered ſhips. But it was a moſt 
ſenſible mortification to me, to be diſappointed of the favour 
of a line from your Grace, it being ſo long ago as the 31ſt 
of October ſince J had that favour laſt, However, to the 
beſt of my judgment and ability, I ſhall, continue my ut- 
moſt zeal and diligence for his Majeſty's ſervice, till I am 
relieved from the diſagreeable ſituation I am in here. 

The St. Al ans and the fireſhip of my diviſion came in 
the 23d and 24th, and Sir Chaloner Ogle in the Cumber- 
land, with the Kent on the 25th, upon which Sir Chaloner 
Ogle joined with me in letters to Gen, Ada” and 

ov. 


ko) 


Gov. Trelawney, to deſire we may meet at a general coun- 
cil of war, to take into deliberation what is proper to be 
done for his Majeſty's ſervice, on Monday the 28th of 
une. And as the merchants have deſired the convoy be- 
ing delayed to the iſt of July, I hope to ſend your Grace 
incloſed a copy of the reſolutions of that council of war, 
On Monday the 28th of June we all met at Governor 
Trelawrney's houſe in Spaniſh Tawn, and I ſend your Grace 
incloſed a copy of the refolutions and deliberations of the 
ſaid general council of war. And I will take care, on 
my part, to be getting my ſhips in condition for the ſea 
with all the expedition the means we have for eſtecting it 
will admit of, and ſhall have my cruizers out to ſupply all 
the windward ſtations within three or four days. I am, 
Boyne, in Pert R. yal My Lord Duke, 


harbour, Jamaica, your Grace's moſt devoted 
Jane 30. 1742. and obedient humble ſcrvant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/le, E. Fern. 
My Lord, 


H AVING during the time of my being in command 

here, communicated to the premier in the commiſſion 
of the Admiralty (as being of his Majeſty's moſt honoura- 
ble privy council and in the fecret of affairs) a particular 
narrative of all occurrences from time to time, I do my- 
ſelf the honour now of beginning to give your Lordſhip in- 
formation of all my proceedings in like manner. And 
permit me from the high eſteem I ever had for your Lord- 
ſhip, to congratulate you on your advancement to this 
high truſt, on the due execution of which the proſperity 
of his Majeitv's kingdoms fo much depends; for which 
your Lordſhip's ſincere zeal is well known, as well as your 
great abilities. 

And there will accompany this the duplicate of my laſt 
letters to Sir Charles Nager of the 19th of May from 
Bluefields, my information of the changes at the Admiralty 
board being only from what I have ſeen of them in the 
Gazette and other publick papers, and private letters, hav- 
ing had no publick letters or orders later than the 3 1ſt of 
October laſt, | 

Hoyne, in Pest Royal My Lord, | 
harbour, Jamaica, your Lordſhip's moſt 
June 30, 1742. obedient humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon; 
Right Hon, the Earl of Vinc helga. 
| 1 S IX, 
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S 1 

* H E hurry J have been in for getting my letters read 

to go by the laſt convoy (having ſo many publicl 
offices to correſpond with) prevented my ſending you ſooner 
a copy of the reſolutions of our laſt general council of war 
of the 28th of June, which now comes incloſed. 

Capt. Laws (who is going to cruize to windward with 
three fail under his command, for procuring us the earlieſt 
advices and intelligence of the enemy's motions) acquaint- 
ing me he wants the aid of forty ſoldiers for his own ſhip, 
twenty for the Adventure, and ten for the Spy, I deſire you 
will be pleaſed to let him be ſupplied with them, and give 
him your orders where to have his ſupply from the troops on 
ſhore, or thoſe on board our ſhips, as he will be the bearer 
of this letter, and is to ſail on Sunday next. I am, 

Boyne, in Port Royal harbour, SI R, F 


aum ng. your moſt obedient 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon, 
31 


1 HAVE recei ed your letter of this day's date by Capt. 
Laws, and a copy of the reſolution of the laſt council 
of war of the 28th of June, which you mention, was 
incloſed in the letter he delivered you from me. 

As to the Americans, if you will be pleaſed to give me 
only a day's notice when and where you would have them 
ſent, I will give directions, that your deſire in that parti- 
cular ſhall be complied with punctually. I am, 

Beyne, in Pert Royal harbour, SI 5 


Jamaica, Fuly a, 1742. your moſt obedient 
Hon. General Wentworth. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon. 
By, &c, 


WH his Majeſty's ſhip the Experiment under your 

command is now cleaned and refitted for the ſea, 
you are hereby required and directed to complete your pro- 
viſions to four months with all poſſible expedition for pro- 
ceeding directly to ſea, together with the Triton ſloop un- 
der the command of Lieut, Lerother of the Boyne, who 
has my orders to put himſelf under your command, and 
to obſerve your orders, 

And you are to receive on board your ſhip the Indians 
brought by you from the harbour of Caledonia, together 
with fuch preſents as have already been made them, and 
likewiſe to receive the two hundred firclocks and ammu- 

nition 
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nition proportionable, that Gen. Wentworth will give or- 
ders for your being furniſhed with, and on board your 
ſhip, or the ſloop, the produce of two hundred pounds in 
merchandize or liquors, as Lieut, Loawther will have orders 
for employing it. The faid arms, ammunition, mer- 
chandize, and liquors, being deſigned to be employed in 
preſents to the Indians, upon ſuch terms and under ſuch 
ſtipulations as ſhall be judged by you and Lieut. Zowther to 
be for his Majeſty's honour and ſervice, and the commer- 
cial intereſt of his Majeſty's trading ſubjects, by engaging 
them to intercept all packets of letters coming or going 
between Carthagena, Panama, or Porto Bello, for deli- 
vering them to our cruizers when called for, and to encou- 
rage them in forming confederacies to attempt the ſame. 

And on their entring into any treaty with you, and 
giving hoſtages for the due performance of it, you are 
hereby empowered to diſpoſe of all or any part of ſuch 
arms, ammunition, and preſents, to the ſaid Indians. in 
ſuch manner as you and Lieut. Lowther ſhall judge expe- 
dient for the honour and ſervice of the Crown, and com- 
mercial intereft of his Majeſty's ſubjects, agreeable to the 
terms of any treaty you ſhall make with them for the pur- 
poſe aforementioned. 

And after having landed the Indians there, and conclud- 
ed with the King, or Chief, or Chiefs, of any neighbour- 
ing Indians, that ſhall come to treat with you ſuch rea- 
ſonable treaty as any of them may be deſirous to enter into 
as aforementioned, and made all neceflary remarks in re- 
gard to the pilotage of thoſe harbours, and the communi- 
cation within the keys to the channel going out by Sambla's 
Peint, you will then, according to ſuch intelligences as you 
ſhall meet with, proceed to cruize upon his Majeſty's ene- 
mies where you ſhall judge moſt probable to annoy them, 
from the river Chagre to Paint Cance, apprehending after 
you have been off the river Chagre and looked into Porto 
Bello, that the moſt probable ſtation for ſucceſs will be 
cruizing off Carthagena town, as by lying off there you will 
ſooner ſee any thing coming from the ſea, than they can 
diſcover you ; but in the execution of theſe orders you 
may regulate yourſelf for cruizing within the limits, ac- 
cording to the advices you may receive. 

And you may continue cruizing in the execution of theſe 
orders tothe tenth day of September next, unleſs taking any 
conſiderable prize or veſſel of force ſhould render it neceſ- 
Liry for you to come over with her yourſelf ; but as you 

| have 


Well 


have but one Lieut, whoſe principal duty is in the preſer- 
vation of his Majeſty's ſhip, I can by no means approve he 
ſhould be ſent from the ſhip only where great numbers of 
men are neceſſary to be detached for bringing over ſecurely 
any veſſel of force; but before your ſending away any 
prize, you are carefully to conform to your general orders, 
to ſecure the hatches, and prevent all manner of embez- 
zlement. 

All Spaniſh ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are 
to uſe your utmoſt endeavours tc take, fink, burn, or de- 
ſtroy. | 


And as to the daring and unauthoriſed attempts of the 


ſubjects of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, 
you are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spa- 
mard's ſhips, perſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies 
the Spamards, wherever you ſhall meet with them on the 
ſeas, as you will all thips or veſſels going to ſupply his Ma- 
jeſty's enemies the Spaniards with contraband ſtores. For, 
Sc. Given on board the Boyne in Port Royal harbour, Ja- 
meica this zd of 'Fuly, 1742. 

To Capt. Dennis of the Experiment. E. Vernon. 


| By, Sc. 

7 are hereby required and directed to take upon 
Y you the command of the Triton floop tender for the 
preſent cruize and {ervice enjoined in Capt. Dennis's or- 
ders, and to put ycurielt under his command, and carefully 
to obey his orders agreeable to the general orders he has 
received from me, and to aid and affift him with your 
council and advice, in all points neceſſary for cultivating 
the friendſhip of the Caledinia Indians, agreeable to the 
inſtructions he has for that purpoſe from me, or what fur- 
ther you may receive from Gen. J/entworth or Gov. Tre- 
tawney, For, &c. Given on board the Boyne in Port Royal 
harbour, Jamaica this 3d day of July, 1742. 

To Lieut. Lowther of the Boyne, ap- E. Vernon. 
pointed to command the Triton 
' loop tender for this preſent cruize. 


By, Oc. 
WW Hereas by my former order to you at Porto Bells on 
the 13th of April laſt, you were ordered to Cal 
domia for cultivating the friendſhip of the neighbouring 
Ingizns, in puriuance of which you brought over to Ja- 
Midas 
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waica with you four of the ſaid Caledmia Indians, upon 
aſſurances of returning them to their country again, which 
you are now under orders for doing, and may in purſuance 
of your inſtructions have others of the ſaid Indians to bring 
with you to Jamaica, as hoſtages for the performance of 
ſuch ſtipulation as they may enter into a treaty with you 
upon : 

You are hereby required and directed to continue to cul- 
tivate their friendſhip in a very civil treatment to them, 
and to give orders to your purſer for the victualling of 
theſe yuu have already brought with you from thence to 
Jamaica, until your return of them to Caledonia, as like- 
wiſe all ſuch as ſhall return with you as hoſtages, or others, 
bearing them on a diſtinct liſt as Caledonian Indians, for 
being victualled as you do your ſhip's company, for culti- 
vating the friendſhip of the ſaid Indians agreeable to your 
inſtructions, For, &c. Given on board the Boyne in Pari 
Reyal harbour, Jamaica this 6th of 7uly, 1742. 

To Capt, Dennis of the Experiment, E. Vernon. 


SIR, 

1 HAVE received this morning by the hands of Mr. 

Wallace, your letter of yeſterday, owning the receipt 
of the copy of the reſolution of laſt council of war ſent 
to you by Capt. Laws, 

And I ſend you now incloſed a lift of the number of 
American officers and ſoldiers at preſent on board the ſhips 
of his Majeſty's fleet, amounting to four hundred and fixty 
eight, beſides what may be in the Sa and Julcan fire- 
ſhips not yet returned into port, all which ſhall be landed at 
what time and place you deſire, either all together, or in 
ſuch proportions at a time as you ſhall delice, on my hav- 
ing previous notice of it only the day betore, 

The proper convoy, for ſecurity and protection ta thoſe 
you ſhall chuſe out to ſend on the Rattan expedition, 
ſhall be ready to proceed with them whenever you deſire, 
one of which ſhall be the Bonetia, now clean, for ſpeedy 
intelligence from thence. And I look upon my whole 
{quadron here in this harbour, in the fame manner, a fe- 
curity to any ſettlement on Rattan iſland, as 1 am per» 
ſuaded the Spaniſb Admiral thinks he cannot be better pott 
ed than he is at the Hevanna, tor the ſecutity of La ore 
Crux. n 

Twenty of the Americans, you will fee by the incloted 
liſt, are now on board the Experiment, realy to put to fea on 

tun 
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return with the Caledonia Indians, as ſoon as the arms, am- 
munition and preſents deſign'd for the Indians, on conclud- 
ing any treaty with us, are provided and ſent on board; 
ſo muſt deſire to know your pleaſure as ſoon as poſſible, con- 
cerning the diſpoſing of the Americans now on board that 
ſhip, which, I deſire, in regard to the low condition ſhe 
is in for want of men, may be immediately ſupplied with 
a detachment of thirty private men beſides officers, in their 
ftead, either from the ſhore, or thoſe on board our ſhips 
here in harbour, as you ſhall think moſt proper. 

As you know, Sir, how burthenſom a charge that of 
tranſports is to the Crown in theſe ſeas, J have on all oc- 
caſions given you my opinion for their being reduced into 
as narrow a compaſs as poſſible. And Mr. Wallace having 
by his letter of this day's date (delivered me together with 
your letter) repreſented to me by your order, that you are 
ready to give him orders for diſcharging ſuch of the tranſ- 
port ſhips, as the ſervice can ſpare, whenever I ſhould ſig- 
nify what number of the forces his Majeſty's ſhips may re- 
quire, excluſive of the numbers that are there already, 
Not to give the leaſt delay to ſo neceſſary a point of ſaving, 
for the Crown's ſervice, I think (in regard to the daily de- 
creaſe of our ſeamen, by death, and deſertion from our 


hoſpitals, which in the midſt of drunkenneſs, and large 


temptations given in the merchants ſervice, we cannot ſuf- 
ficiently defend ourſelves againſt,) I may at leaſt venture 
to aſſure you, that, on our going upon any expedition, we 
can take on board the King's ſhips, and veſſels in the 
Crown's ſervice, three or four hundred men more than the 
preſent number of forces on board our ſhips. 

Ever ſince my being in command here, my officers 
have had ſtanding orders never to impreſs men out of any 
veſſels bringing proviſions hither from the northern colonies, 
for the ſervice of the fleet or army; and do not believe 
there is one inſtance of a breach of thoſe general orders. 

And let any gentleman, or other perſon whatever, ap- 
ply to me for a protection to bring beeves, ſheep or live 
ſock to this iſland, he ſhall never be refuſed it by me, on 
his application for it at any time; and I ſhould be pleaſed 
to hear of any one undertaking it. But one thing, I am 
perſuaded, you will agree with me, we ſhould be on our 
guard againſt, that this ſhould not be made a pretence for 
ſupplying the enemy with intelligence. I am, 

Boyne, in Pit Reyal harbour, Sir our moſt obedient 

,, . humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen. VHentworth. E. Vernen. 
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$ IR, 

V OU having by letter of this day's date acquainted me, 
that you had Gen. Yentworth's orders to repreſent to 

me, that he was ready to give orders to you for diſcharg- 
ing fuch of the tranſport ſhips as the ſervice can ſpare, 
whenever I ſhould ſignify what number of the forces might 
be wanted to ſerve on board his Majeſty's ſhips, exclufive 
of thoſe that are there already, | 

That any remiſſneſs of mine might not give the leaſt ob- 
ſtruction to ſo deſirable a work, of eaſing the Crown of that 
heavy burthen of unneceſſary tranſports, T have acquainted 
Gen. WYentworth in my letter of this day's date, committed 
to your care to deliver him, that, on any future expedition, 
I can receive on board his Majeſty's ſhips, or thoſe in the 
Crown's pay under my command, three-or four hundred 
more of the forces than we have at preſent, on board his 
Majeſty's ſhips. 

And though I have no publick orders for giving directions 


in regard to the tranſports, I muſt give it you as my 


advice, as moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, to make this 
a rule to yourſelf in diſcharging tranſports out of the fer- 
vice, to begin with thoſe who by drunkenneſs or wilfulneſs 
have been notorious in delaying and obſtructing the publick 
ſervice on all occaſions, which you know there does not 
want inſtances of; and that the next rule ſhould be in dit- 
charging thoſe, who have not taken any care to find men to 
fail their ſhips, which I look on as a manifeſt artifice, for the 
delaying the ſervice, and ſuch you know mult be burthen- 
ſom and uſeleſs to the Crown. I am, 
Boyre, in Parto Bells harbour S 1 R, 


Jamaica, FulyS, 1742. your very humble ſervant, 
To Mr. Wallace agent for the tranſports. E. Vernon. 
8 IR, 


I Have received yours of the 7th inftant, owning the re- 

ceipt of mine of the 6th, in which I ſent you incloſed 
a lift of all the officers and ſoldiers of the American regi- 
ment, on board his Majeſty's ſhips in this harbour, amount- 
ing to 468, of which the twenty on board the Eaperi- 
ment were ſent up to your camp yeſterday as defired, 

The Vulcan fircſhip (the only miſſing ſhip) being arrived, 
find he has none of the Americans on board, her ſoldiers 
being of Brig. 7///2's marines. 

And as there is no abſent ſhip, but the Seahorſe, Capt. 


Durell, that fail'd convoy to a homeward bound fleet through 
the 
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the windward paſſage, that I think can have any on board 
which are ſuggeſted to me to be about ten; but you ſhall 


have a certain account upon her return, which I now daily 
expect, | 

I am pleaſed to find you agree with me, that the extra- 
ordinary expence on the tranſport ſervice ought to be leſ- 
ſened as ſoon as poſſible. 

And whenever any one applies to me for protections 
for ſupplying live cattle for the ſervice of the forces, you 
may be aſſured they never will, nor never would have been 
refuſed it. I am, 

Bruync, in Pert Royal harbour, SI R, 


Jamaice, April g, 1742. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. HWiantworth, humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon. 
800 


T HE Bznetta ſloop, Capt. Lea, being now careened 

and ready for the ſea, deſigned for the expedition to 
Rattan, for which place they will be the beſt pilots, as 
coming fo lately from thence, and having likewiſe the 
Litchfield, a fifty gun ſhip, that can be ready for the ſea in a 
week's time; which I take to be a very ſufficient convoy for 
covering and protecting the tranſports with the forces you 
may intend for taking poſſeſſion and beginning a ſettlement 
on the ſaid iſland, fo well ſituated for ſecuring our logwood 
trade, and opening new branches of trade into the kingdom 
of Mexico ; which I apprehend to be for the honour and in- 
tereſt of our Royal Maſter, and the proſperity of his king- 
goms. I take the firſt opportunity of acquainting you that 
TI am ready, on my part, to appoint the convoy for proceed- 
ing on the ſaid expedition, which Capt. Lea informs me, 
this month and the next are as proper for, as any time of 
the year, being dry, and a good ſeaſon for turtle, found to 
be very wholeſom and nourithing diet in theſe climates. And 
{ preſume, very few tranſports would be ſufficient for the 
forces, ftores, and ammunition, at firſt neceſſary to be ſent 
thither. 

But in cafe you think it will require any conſiderable 
me before you can get ready on your part, be pleaſed, as 
Hon as you can, to favour me with an account when you 
age you can have all ready, on your part, for proceeding 
n the ſaid expedition; as I am ſure you will agree with me, 
it is moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, no clean cruizer ſhould 
e unemployed in this harbour, and when I have your re- 
n, 1 tlunk to employ lier fur a ſhort cruize off St. Jago, 

or 
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or ſome neighbouring windward port, where I can depend 
on her return at the day appointed, 

The Bonetta's return of twenty five Americans made laſt 
week, that I ſent you, I find in this weekly account to be 
reduced to twenty, by the others having left him, {to go 
to the camp, I preſume) on his having been to water at 
the rock; and her low eſtate obliges me to apply for your 
aſſiſtance, either of encreaſing the American detachment to 
an officer and thirty men, or if you would have them ſent 
up to your camp, to ſupply in their room an officer and 
thirty men from any other regiments, to go in the faid 
floop, which I ſhould be obliged to you for giving your 
ſpeedy orders in, for her going on a cruize for the time you 
think ſhe can be ſpared, 

Your ſpeedy anſwer, and orders for the detachments to 
go to ſea in the Bonetta, will oblige, 

Boyne, Port Royal harbour, 81 R, 


Jemerca, Fly 13, 1742. your moſt obedient 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth, humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


I Received laſt night by Lieut. Andrews, whom I ſent to 

you with my letter of the 12th inſt, your anſwer to 
u of the 13th, and was glad to hear, that by Mr. /Fa/lace's 
return to you there were tranſports now ready for taking in 
the forces, ſtores, and proviſions for Rattan. 

Upon which, I have read over the reſolutions of our laſt 
council of war, wherein the early ſettling of Rattan iſland 
was agreed to be, for the honour and intereſt of the Crown, 
and proſperity of the kingdom ; and the expediency tor 
doing it ſoon, approved of for the reaſons there given, for 
the ſecuring a good property, in caſe a confirmation of poſ- 
ſeſſions ſhould be agreed to by any treaty.” But on your 
thinking the ſettling Rattan, required to be more delibe- 
rately conſidered, and digeſted into a method of execution, 
it was agreed to refer a final determination on that to a fu- 
ture meeting, being recommended to you; in the mean 
time, to conſult the inclinations of ſome of the Americen: 
to it, 

The part incumbent on me, Sir, I take to be, provid 
ing a ſufficient convoy to proceed with the faid detach 
ment, for beginning the ſaid ſettlement, which I though! 
it for his Majeſty's ſervice to adviſe you of, as ſoon as they 
were ready, 
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And as the providing forces and proviſions of both kinds, 
for war and ſubſiſtence, were in your province, and the 
diſpoſal of property, to encourage it, thought to be in 
Gov. Trelawney, I doubt not but you have been regulat- 
ing every thing in order to it. 

And as you were the propoſer of a future council, for 
farther deliberation on this ſubject, I have only to aſſure 
you, Sir, of my readineſs to meet you at it, on any day 
you defire, at Gov. Trelawney's houſe in Spaniſh Town, or 
at the South Sea houſe in King/ton, which, I am perſuaded, 
I can heve the uſe of for that occaſion, my ſhip being now 
in the hurry and noiſe of a refitting for the ſea. 

In relation to Mr. Belford's trial, the firſt notice that 
came to my hands was by your letters laſt night, by Lieut. 
Andrews, who brought two other letters from you, one 
dated the 11th, the other the 12th, (together with yours of 
the 13th) which, he ſaid, were delivered him at K:ng/ton. 


You had tent you, Sir, in Porto Bello, the informations 


in that affair, which, 1 preſume, you will tranſmit to the 
court martial; and Capt. Taylor, the officer then upon duty, 
will have my orders to day to enquire at what place and hour 
the court martial on Mr. Belford will be held to morrow, 
who having wrote to me at Bluefields on the 22d of May, 
acknowledging his oftence, and defiring my pardon for it, 
can need little other evidence than his own confeſſion of it, 
and I fend you a copy of his letter annexcd to this. 

As I have had a perſonal knowledge of, and eſteem for 
Mr. Be!ford's father, I am far from having a perſonal ill 
will to him, but I think it for his Majeſty's honour and 
ſervice, that his repentance for his crimes, and aſking par- 
don for them, ſhould at leaſt be as publick as his offence, 
that being the leaſt that can be due, to ſupporting the ho- 
nour due to his Majeſty's commiſſion, 

W henever you give me notice of the time, and place you 
would have the Americans ſent up to, it ſhall be complied 
with, and as to the forces to replace them, they may be 
ſent at your leiſure, or as they ſhall be demanded for the 
ſhips, as they are ready for going to ſea, which moſt of 
our ſhips are refitting for, and will require ſome time to put 
them in condition ; ſo that taking them on board only a 
little before the time for their being ready, may be as com- 
modious to you as us, but it ſhall be as you defire. 

In regard to your letter of the 12th having given the 
unknown perſons the aſſurance of a protection under my 
hand aud ſeal, for ſuch veſſels as they ſhall employ in the 

I ſervice 
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ſervice they mention, when they appear to me, toapply for 
it, Jam ſure that is all can be neceſſary from me. 

But if your pay maſter, Mr. Colebroote, be one of theſe 
perſons, behind the curtain, as I have heard ſurmiſed, I 
have, I can aſſure you, no better opinion of his being able 
to execute it, than the projected ſchemes he is ſaid to be 
memorable for in the year 1720, as well as other tranſac- 
tions at the Bahama iſlands fince. 

I ſend you likewiſe incloſed a copy of a letter from Lieut. 
Gilchriſt, by which you may ſee, though the inhabitants 
of this iſland all ſtand in ſo great need of our Royal Maſter's 
protection, by his fleet and forces, ſent hither at ſo great an 
expence, yet there do not want wretches that can be un- 
grateful enough to the Crown, for it's protection, to be 
even labouring to defeat his Majeſty's gracious intentions, 
by encouraging all means to ſeduce the men from his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, and even to favour the forwarding them to 
foreign colonies, 

I have endeavoured to make it the ſtanding rule of my 
conduct to keep the honour and ſervice of the Crown, 
and the due execution of his Majeſty's orders, in view; 
which 1 will ſteadily continue to purſue, without deviating 
from it. 

And as to want of proviſions for the forces, or the 
iſland, I can anſwer for ſupplying from his Majeſty's ſtores, 
either of rice, flower, or ſalt proviſions, all that any one in 
the iſland can think they ſtand in need of, But I think 
the ſubjects of his Majeſty's plantations owe an allegiance and 
ſervice to their Prince, as well as the ſubjects of Great Britain. 

Capt. Brederick, lately returned from Cuba, found freſh 
beef growing a ſcarce commodity there, as well as here, as 
they have had a large Spaniſh ſquadron to ſubſiſt at the Ha- 
vanna, beſides a conſiderable number of land forces, as well 
as we, theſe being but the natural conſequences of greater 


demands than ordinary, on the common markets in every 
country. I am, Sir, 


Beyre,in Pert Royal harbour, your moſt obedient 
Jamaica, Jul 14, 1742, humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen, Ventiuorib. E. Vernon. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. William Belford, to Vice Ad- 


SIR, 


A? I am ſenſible my raſh behaviour, when at Porto Bells, 
was inconſiſtent with the character I would willingly 


acquire, 


miral Fernen, dated the 22d of May, 1742. 
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acquire, and of courſe deſerving of your reſentment; T 
therefore think it my duty, to take the firſt opportunity to 
acknowledge ſo great a fault, as I was then guilty of, 
which I here do, and am ſorry that I ſhould be ſo void of 
thought, as not to have complied with your orders ; but 
ſill hope, Sir, that your goodneſs will extend ſo far as to 
forgive it, aſſuring you, that it ſhall be a caution to my 
future behaviour. And am, | | 
Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 
your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
| | I. Belſord. 
SIR, 


I Have received yours of the 14th inſtant by the hands of 
Capt. Hartley, maſter of the Bacchus victualler, whom 
J have aſſured of a protection, whenever he pleaſes to call 
for it; but he ſays, he cannot get ready to fail ſooner than 
the convoy that is to fail with the Strafford, being under 
orders to fail with the convoy. 5 

And I received laſt night yours of the 16th, and when- 


ever I have advice from you of your being defirous any 


proportion of the Americans ſhould be ſent up to the camp ; 
I ſhall give the neceſſary orders in it, as you deſire, and the 
marines that are to ſupply their places ſhall likewiſe be re- 
ceived on board his Majeſty's ſhips, whenever you find it 
convenient to deſire it. 

The reaſons given in Mr. Campbell's order of ſurvey for 
the Crown's defraying the charges of the maſters attendance 
on that ſervice, and his charging it in his accounts, are 
ſo viſibly for the ſervice of the Crown, that I am perſuaded 
no objection would ever have been made to allowing that 
charge in his account ; but, fince he thought an application 
to you, Sir, neceſſary in it, I think you have judged very 
rightly for his Majeſty's ſervice in giving him your order, 

Whenever I have advice of the day and place Mr. Tre- 
lawney and you ſhall defire the council of war may afſemble, 
I ſhall be ready to ſummon and aſſiſt at it. I am, 

Boyne, in Pert Reyal harbour, SI R, | 


Jones, Ty 37, 942. your moſt obedient 
Hon, Gen. IWentworth. humble ſervant, 
E, Vernon. 
SIR, 


I Have received yours of the 17th inſtant with the incloſed 
proceedings of your general court martial on Mr, Belſu d, 
which I have read over, And as this determination on 
the evidence, there ſtated to be before them, does not ap- 
| | pea: 
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pear to me to be agreeable to the rules of military diſcipline, 


and might, unanimadverted on, be of ill conſequence to 
his Majeſty's ſervice; I ſhall tranſmit a copy thereof to his 
Majeſty's Secretary of State, to be laid before the King, for 
knowing his Majeſty's pleaſure thereon, But I am the leſs 
ſurprized at this determination, having heard, even before 
Mr. Belford's return into port, it was the news of King fton, 
that Mr. Belford would be acquitted, 

I have been in daily expectation when you would deſire 
the council of war might reaſſemble, to conſider of what you 
had to propoſe to them ; and having delayed the failing of 
the Bonetta on that occaſion, deſire you will let me know, 
as ſoon as you can conveniently, when you deſire it, as I 
have a preſent ſervice for her, if you do not expect to be 
ready within three weeks. 

I have two nine-pounders, and fix ſix- pounders, that 
were ſaved of the Tyger's guns, that I can accommodate 
you with, for their defence at Rattan, if you have not ſuf- 
ficient to furniſh them with from your ordnance ſtores ; 
which I defire your ſpeedy anſwer in, that I may order 
them on board of any tranſport you defire, having ſtopped 
the landing them to wait your anſwer, I am, 

Boyne, in Port Royal harbour? SI R, 


Jamaica, July 9, 1742. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. //entwerth. humble ſervant, 
a E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


] Have juſt now received a letter from Mr. J/entworth, 

acquainting me, that as Mr. Trelawney cannot, with- 
out great inconvenience, come to King /ton, he deſires we 
may meet at Spaniſh Town on Thurſday next the 22d in- 
ſtant, at nine in the morning. 

This therefore waits on you to inform you, that I will 
be at Spanih Town on Wedneſday evening, where I hope 
to have the pleaſure of meeting you at the ſame time, in 
order to hold the council of war the next morning. 

Capt. Durell brought in yeſterday a Spaniſb ſcooner, 
with a Span; Collonel of dragoons on board, and about 
torty of his regiment; the Major, a Captain, and about 
thirty men contrived to drown themſelves, by endeayour- 
ing to get aſhore on the Tortuga, when they were in reach 
of the Seahorſe's guns, and upon firing the firſt ſhot over 
her, they all run over on one fide, and overſet the boat. 
She has a mortar on board, and ſome military ftores; ſhe 
came out under convoy of two of the ſhips that engage! 
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with the Eltham, bound to the Havanna, and ſays, that 
the new Governor of Carthagena was killed in that en- 
gage ment; I am not out of hopes but Capt. Laws might 
get up time enough to meet with that convoy ; and if he 
does, I make no doubt but he will bring us a good account 
of them. 

I hope you have found great benefit by the country air, 
and that I ſhall have the pleaſure of meeting you in very 
good health; and am, 


Boyne, in Pert Royal STI R, 1 
harbour, Famarca, your moſt obedient 
Jab 19, 1742, in humble ſervant, 
the evening. E Jinn: 
Sir Chaloner Ogle. 
SIR, 


1 Have received yours of yeſterday's date, and have wrote 

to Sir Chalener Ogle at Clarendon, to meet us at Spaniſb 
Town early on Thurſday morning next, as you deſire; 
and you will be pleaſed to take care to bring Mr. Blakeney 
along with you. I am, 


innfion, Ju 8 I R, 
" wt your moſb obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General IPentworth. E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


] Have received your letter of yeſterday by Mr. Wallace 

this afternoon, and have given directions for the pieces 
of ordnance to be delivered to the perſon you ſhall be pleaſed 
to order to receive them, on his giving a receipt to Mr. 
Regers the ſtore- keeper for them. 

This afternoon the merchants have requeſted, that I 
would order the S:rafford to fail as convoy to their ſhips on 
the 2d of Aug. which I ſhall give the neceſlary directions 
in, and that the officer you ſhatl be pleaſed to ſend on 
board with your diſpatches, ſhall be received, I am, 


King/ien, July 81 R, 
21, 1742, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Hon. Gen. Wentworth. E. Vernon, 


SIR 
I Have received yours of the 23d inſtant, and the officers 


of the ordnance you ſhall be pleaſed to ſend to receive 
the two ninc-pounders and fix fix-pounders I offered you, 
ſhall have my orders to the ſtore-keeper for the ſame when- 


ever he calls for it, Capt, 


%YY WE 
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Capt. Cuſack ſhall be directed to wait on you on Monday 
next, at Mr. Colebrooke's, for your order for the marines to 
be put on board the Litchfield. 

And I will likewiſe give directions, that the Ameri- 
cans, who are now on board his Majeſty's ſhips in Port 
Royal harbour, ſhall be ſent up to the barracks at Chelſea 
on Monday morning next, according to your deſire. 
I am, x 

King ten, Jamaica, 81 R, 


July 24, 1742, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General I/entworth. E. Vernon. 
8 IX, 


] Have received your letter of yeſterday's date, and will 

obſerve whether, by the Grafton's weekly account to 
morrow, ſhe is ſhort of complement, in which caſe I will, 
according to your deſire, order Capt. Allan to receive the 
number wanting to complete her, of the men of your 
regiment, 

I had already given the neceſſary orders to the reſpective 
Captains for ſending up the Americans to the barracks at 
Chelſea to morrow morning, which of courſe will be done 
early; ſo I conclude they will arrive timely enough to be 
preſent at the execution, as you deſire, 

Mr. Commiſſary Turner, whom Major Lewis has ſent 
to me, has received the neceſſary orders for being ſupplied 
with the Tyger's guns, and the carriages and ſhot for them, 
and ſuch other of our ordnance ftores as he deſired, 

And as you ſeem deſirous to be replacing the men, in lieu 
of the Americans coming up to the camp to morrow, Capt, 
Rentone in the Rippen will be ready to receive a detachment 
of eighty men, as ſoon as ever you pleaſe, and Capt. Sevens 
of the Ludlow Caſtle, a detachment of ſixty men; which 
ſhall be ſent for on Tueſday or Wedneſday morning next, 
as you ſhall chuſe, the beit time being for the boats to come 
early for them, with the land wind, that they may be al! 
ready embarked, to come down with the firit of the ſca 
breeze, I am, 

King flon, Foam aca, SI R, 


July 25, 174%. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General J/entworh, E. Virnan; 
By, &c. 


W Hereas it is the reſolution of a general council of war, 
for immediately ſetting out on the expedition for 
R lettling 


WM; 2» 0 


letiling the iſland of Rattan, for which General IVentworih 
is appointing proper tranſports, and giving directions for the 
embarkation of the forces, with the ammunition, ſtores, 
utenſils, and proviſions neceſſary for the ſaid forces, begin- 
ning to eſtabliſh a ſettlement on the ſaid iſland : 

You are hereby required and directed, with his Majeſty's 
ſip Litchfield under your command, (together with the 
Bonetta loop, whoſe Captain has my orders to put himſelf 
under your command) to take under your command, care, 
protection, and convoy all the tranſports and ftoreſhips ap- 
pointed to proceed on that ſervice, which I ſhall tranſmit 
vou a liſt of, as ſoon as it is communicated to me; to the 
maſters of which ſhips you will take care to give out the 
neceſſary orders for their carefully keeping company with 
you, with proper rendezvous, in caſc of ſeparation by bad 
weather, or other unavoidable accidents. 

And as it is the reſolution of the ſaid general council of 
war, it ſhould be entered upon with all poſſible expedition; 
you are, as foon as you ſhall have advice of the tranſports 
and ſtoreſhiips appointed for the ſaid undertaking, being in 
all reſpects in condition to proceed with you, without the 
jeaſt Joſs of time, to put to ſea with them, and proceed 


with them to Port Royal harbour, on the ſouth fide of 


the iſland of Rattan, which is judged to be the moſt proper 
place for beginning the ſaid ſettlement, and for your 
guidance you have annexed a copy of the deſcription of the 
taid iſland and harbour, as delivered to me by Lieutenant 
Andrews of the Bonetta loop, who will undertake to pilot 
you ints the ſaid harbour, having come out of it himſelf in 
the Margate tranſport, in not leſs than four fathom water; 
but as by his account the beſt of the channel appears to be 
but narrow, you are hereby ſtrictly charged, not to attempt 
going into that harbour with his M ajeſt y? s ſhip Litchfield 
on your firſt arrival there, but to give your orders to Capt. 
Lea of the Benctia loop, to lead the tranſports and ſtore- 
{11ps into the ſaid harbour, and then as the bar appears by 
the annex ed account to be but narrow, to have the beſt of 
tlie channel over the ſaid bars carefully buoyed by the boats 
vi the ſaid tranſports for your coming in between them in 
the butt of the channel, directing him to make you a pro- 
per fignal when the ſaid channel is buoyed for your coming 
5 and to fend Lieut. Andrews off to you, to aſſiſt in 
ting you fulc into the faid harbour. 
And as, according to Licut. Audrews's deſcription of the 


ald Citaniel, youu will find it calily delenlibice, by mooring 
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your ſhip juſt within the ſaid bar, you will accordingly, af- 
ter carefully ſurveying the ſame, moor your ſhip where 
you ſhall judge moſt proper, for defending the faid harbour 
againſt any attempts by ſea; and after the troops being 
landed, if you judge it neceſſary, you will poſt the tranſ- 
ports and ſtoreſhips for aſſiſting likewiſe in the defence of 
it, as you judge moſt proper. | 

As Capt. Lea is put under your orders, you will, after 
your being got into port, employ him in cruizing for in- 
telligence, giving notice to Capt. Pitt at Black River of 
your arrival, or on any other ſervice you ſhall find to be 
moſt expedient for his Majeſty's ſervice, for the ſpace of 
thirty days, at the expiration of which time you will give 
him your orders for making the beſt of his way to this port, 
and ſend me by him the beſt obſervations you have been 
capable of making of the ſituation of the ſaid port, and 
it's being capable of being defended, and what progreſs has 
been made in it, | 

And as I fear you will find thoſe going thither novices in 
many things neceſſary for their defence, you will, on the 
principal engineer's applying to you for your advice and 
aſſi ſtance, give him your advice in writing, where you 
think he ought to erect his fortification for defence of the 
ſaid harbour, and give him your aid and aſſiſtance, for their 
forming their platforms, and mounting their guns for them, 
and all ſuch ſervices as you find them leaſt experienced in; 
and as the General will ſend money for paying for all works 
of labour neceſſary to the erecting works for their defence, 
you will take care to procure for your men the ſame additio- 
nal pay that is allowed to workmen in the ſeveral different 
occupations they are employed in, that yuur men may 
have an encouragement equal to any others, in all works, 
you ſhall find them to be neceflary to them in, to prevent 
any diſcontents ariſing amongſt them, for want of an e- 
qual encouragement, where their fervice is found to be ne- 
cellary, | 

And as by the reſolutions of the general council of war, 
it is left to General //entworth and Governor Trelawney to 
draw up the inſtructions for the civil and military govern- 
ment of this new ſettlement, with a recommendation for 
eſtabliſhing the civil government diſtinct from the military, 
and that all diſputes of property, or between the inhabitants 
not in the military pay, may be decided by the civil magt- 
ſtrates only, of which Mr. Piit was recommended to be 
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the chief; as from his influence and eſteem amongſt the 
ſtreggling ſubjects of his Majeſty, or others deſiring to be- 
come ſo, the engaging thoſe from Black River, the Muſ- 
quetto ſhore, and the bay of Honduras, to become ſettlers 
there, will principaily depend, I cannot but recommend it 
to you, as for his Majeſty's ſervice, to countenance and ſup- 
port the eſtabliſhing the ſaid civil government, and to give 
Mr, P:t your advice and aſſiſtance in it, 

And as the principal engineer, Mr. Arm/tong, is by the 
reſolutions of the general council of war to return to this 
harbour in the Bonetta, to bring us an account of his ob- 
ſervations and proceedings, and his opinion in what may 
be further neceſlary for the ſecurity of the ſaid ſettlement, 
you will accordingly give your orders to Capt. Lea of the 
Bonetta to receive Mr. Arm/trong and his ſervants, and 
victual them as his floop's company, for their paſlage to 
Jamaica, giving the ſaid principal engineer ſuitable ac- 


 commodations in his paſſage. 


And on the inſtructions given them that are to ſettle there, 
being communicated to you, you will, according to the 
beſt of your judgment, give them your advice, aid, and aſ- 
ſiſtance, in what you find neceſſary for the due execution 
of them; and to prevent any miſtakes or miſapprehenſions, 
on tlieir having occaſion to apply to you, you will direct it 
to be in writing, ſigned by the officer, having occaſion to 
apply to you, and to give your advice in anſwer to it in 
writing ſigned by you likewiie, 

And in all other reſpects you will conform yourſelf to 
what {hall appear to you to be moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice 
in the ſecure eſtabliſhment of the ſettling of the ſaid iſland, 
And if you ſhail judge it for his Majeſty's ſervice, from 
any advices you may meet with, to diſpatch the Bonetta 
loop back to us {ooner than the time appointed for her re- 
turn, you are left to your own diſcretion in that particular. 

All $»an4h ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with you are 
to uſe your utmoit endeavours to take, fink, burn, or de- 
itroy. | | 
And as to the daring and unauthoriſed attempts of the 
ſubjects any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
ſons or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spantards, you are 
not to permit the fame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spaniards ſhips, 


- perſons or effects, wherever you ſhall find the ſame on the 


ſeas, as you will all ſhips or veſſels going to ſupply his Maje- 
it,'s enemics the $fantarus with contraband ſtores, For, &c. 
| Given 


J 
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Given under my hand on board his Majeſty's ſhip the 
Boyne in Port Royal harbour, Jamaica this 26th of Fuly, 


1742. 
To Capt. Cu/ack Commander of his E. Vernon. 
Majeſty's ſhip the Litchfield, 


Copy of Lieut. Andrews's deſcription of the iſland of Rattan, 


THE iſland of Rattan bears about W. S. W. from that 


of Banacca, and N. W. from Truxills bay on the 
Spaniſh main, diſtance about twelve or fourteen leagues. 
ttan is an iſland of an irregular figure, but the neareſt 

to the reſemblance of a canoo, the South fide of which 
fronts the Spaniſb main; this fide is about the height of 


Saltpan- hill, with a gully in it, down which channel the 


water runs to the watering place in Port Royal harbour. 
The foil here is of a clayey kind, and different colours ; 
what parts of the iſland I ſaw were covered with trees, 
ſeveral of them of different kinds, and very large, the 
N. E. part appeared at ſome diſtance very even. 

Edward Chandler, an Engh/h hunter, who lives there, 
told me there were ſeveral Savannahs on the N. W. part 
of the iſland, where he lived with plenty of hog and deer, 


and good ſituations for plantations : he likewiſe ſaid the 


iſland was healthy, and that the rains ſet in gently the 
latter end of 4pr:/, and fell off about the ſame time as on 
the main; but the rains during thoſe ſeaſons never fall ſo 
frequent, or ſo violent, as on the Spaniſb coaſt oppoſite. 

There is no anchoring off Port Royal harbour, on ac- 
count of the ſhoals being ſleep too, and very rocky: the 
channel going into the harbour is narrow, I judge it not 
above thirty or forty fathom over, from three fathom to 
three fathom water on the edge of each bank : the leaſt 
depth of water we had going in with the B:netta was three 
fathom for two caſts, and in coming out with the tranſ- 
ports no leſs than four fathoms. 

With the uſual fea breeze, which generally blows about 
E. N. K. you may keep in for the harbour, failing in with 
the wind abaft the beam at firſt entrance to keep clear of 
the weather ſhoal, then haul up, obſerving the colour of 
the water, and keeping the lead going till you fetch into 
5, 6, 8, or 10 fathom water in a ſafe harbour, about half 
a mile broad, and two mile in length, and capable of con- 
taining about forty ſail of ſhipping moored, | | 
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It is ſteep too on the South fide in the harbour, but gra- 
dual ſoundings on the North ſide for about two thirds of 
the harbour up, then three and four fathom water very 
near the ſhore, as we found in turning the tranſport up 
from the watering place, to the head of the harbour, where 
ſhe hove down by a ſunken ſtage on the N. E. part of the 
harbour, We built a wharf, hauled the tranſport cloſe to 
it, and took on board all the goods, 

The beſt watering place is oppoſite to the harbour's 
mouth, there are ſome other places to fill water at, but 
not good. 

The harbour lies about E. N. E. and W. S. W. and 1 
believe I could anchor either a forty or fifty gun ſhip in 
the harbour. | 

There is great plenty of fiſh and turtle about the iſland. 

Fuly 17, 1742. Thomas Andrews. 


By, &c. 


* OU are hereby required and directed immediately to 


complete your victualling to four months, for the full 
complement of his Majeſty's ſloop Bonetta under your 
command, and to put yourſelf under the command of 
Capt. Cuſack of his Majeſty's ſhip Litchfield, whoſe orders 
you are carefully and punctually to obey until your return- 
ing to join me, when he ſhall find it neceſſary to diſpatch 
you on that ſervice, in purſuance of his orders from me. 
or, Sc. Given under my hand on board of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip the Boyne in Port Rizal harbour, Famaica this 
26th of July, 1742. 
To Capt. Lea Commander of E. V:rnon, 
his Majeſty's floop Zonetra. | 


8 IX, | 
] Received laſt night your letter of yeſterday, which 1 
read over with no ſmall ſurprize, as I have ſince care- 
fully the reſolutions of our two laſt general councils of 
war of the 28th of Zune. and the 22d of this month, in 
the former of which I find in the preamble, that I had 
propoſed to you to point out tous any enterprize you judged 
proper to be undertaken, and on your excuſing yourſelf 
from that, and defiring I would ſuggeſt what I thought 
proper for our conſideration, amongſt others this of Rat- 
tan, for the reaſons ſuggeſted at large in that general coun- 
cil of war, met an unanimous approbation , but at your 
requeſt it was agreed to refer a final determination on it to 
| | a future 


( 
i 
| 
C 
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a future meeting, which we have accordingly had at the 
time you deſired, in which it was unanimouſly agreed, 
that it is for his Majeſty's ſervice the convoy ſhould pro- 
ceed with the tranſports in the execution of our firſt reſo- 
lution on that head of the 28th of June laſt, for the ſet- 
tling of the iſland of Rattan with all poſſible expedition. 

In purſuance of which unanimous reſolutions of the 
faid two councils of war, I have got the Litchfield and 
Bonetta ready to procced to fea as convoy to the tranſports 
and ſtoreſhips you ſhall think proper to ſend, and Capt. 
Cuſack, who is to command the ſaid convoy, has already 
my inſtructions for his government on the faid ſervice, 
agreeable to the unanimous reſolutions of the ſaid two 
councils of war of the 28th of June and 22d of Fuly, 
and was by my order yeſterday to apply to you or the com- 
manding officer in town for the detachment of eighty men, 
you were pleaſed to promiſe me for putting that ſhip in 
condition for ſervice, and the commanding officer appointed 
to morrow morning for his ſending for the ſaid ſoldiers, 
which he has my orders for doing, and has atiured me that 
he is ready for proceeding to fea with them the next day, 
being Thurſday the 29th of Fuly, and therefore if putting 
the reſolution of the council of war in execution be de- 
layed any longer, that will not at leaſt be imputed to me. 

When 1 gave my opinion for this expedition to the 
council of war, I doubt not, Sir, but you will remember, 
that amongſt other things, I laid before you Capt. Brade- 
rick's letter, mentioning the force that they had at the 
Havanna, and that I obſerved to the council of war, that 
the Spaniſb ſquadron fo long poſted at the Havanna, were 
in my apprehenſion very well poſted for the ſecurity of La 
Vera Cruz, where we could not have gone without leaving 
it in their power to cut off our communication with Fa- 
maica, and falling on us at pleaſure, and then obſerved 
that our fleet and forces in this ifland were equally well 
puſted to cover and ſuccour the ſettlement of the ifland of 
Rattan, which I therefore thought in no danger from that 
iquadron, 

There was likewiſe read to the council of war the de- 
ſcription of the iſland of Rattan and Port Ne! 1 harbour, by 
Lieut Andrews, on which Str Chalmer Oe and | founded 
our juadgments, and 1 think very jottly, 905 a titty gun 
ſhip would be able to deiend the entrance of that harbour, 
the channel over the bar being very narrow for Hips of her 
draught of water, and there being no anchorage without 
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the bar, nor entrance for a ſhip of a bigger draught than 
her. 

And as to the little danger there was even for a hundred 
men to commence a ſettlement there, I inſtanced to the 
council of war Capt. Pitt, and ſome thirty or forty more 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, having long ſupported themſelves 
at the mouth of Black River, on the Spaniſh main Conti- 
nent, about fourteen or ſixteen leagues from Rattan, with- 
out ever having been driven from thence. 

And as I have reaſon to believe there were amongſt the 
American troops men as capable of commencing a ſettle- 
ment, and who underſtand cutting faſcines, and building 
of huts, as well as any Blacks, I think there is no preſent 
need of any other workmen, and recommending to you, 
Sir, the ſending a military cheſt, was for the mens being 
paid for ſuch works as they were reſpectively employed in, 
which could require no great ſum, for two or three months 
pay to encourage their labour, till you had further intelli- 
gence and opportunities of ſending the ſupplies you judged 
neceſſary. 

And as by the reſolution of the council of war the Bo- 
netta {loop is to return to us with intelligence after their 
being there thirty days, or ſooner, if it be judged neceſ- 
ſary, Jam very clear in my opinion, the forces you intend 
ſending are ſufficient for beginning the ſettlement, and that 
all delays to the execution of it are little agreeable to his 
Majeſty's inſtructions, and contrary to the unanimous re- 
ſolutions of our two aforementioned councils of war. 

I think, Sir, I have ſufficiently given you my reaſons 
againſt all the ſuggeſtions you mentioned to have been made 
you by Major Cau!fie/d and others. 

well remember a maxim I have frequently heard from 
you, Sir, that ſoldiers were to fight and not to work, a 
maxim I never could approve of, and think itſelf ſufficient 
to ruin any army; and having lately read the memoirs 

of a highly renowned General, Marſhal Turenne, I had the 
pleaſure to find him both in opinion and practice of a very 
different ſentiment, as I can well remember likewiſe of 
the renowned General of our age and nation the great 
Duke of Marlborough. 

And I cannot, Sir, omit mentioning to you with con- 
cern, that though his Majelty's inſtructions have ſtrongly 
recommended to us ſome ſettlement being in the ei Iu- 
dies, yet there has appeared a viſible ſpirit in ſome to de- 
feat all ſettlements, and that even in Cuba, there were re- 


ports 
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ports of ſeveral complaining of the hardſhips of the Fu- 


ropeans being ſent to go through fatigues in eſtabliſhing 
the Americans, I am, 


Kingſtm, Famaica, J SIR, 


27, 1742. your moſt obedient 
humble fervant, 
Hon, General Ventioorth. E. Vernon. 
S I R, 


] HAVE received your letter of the 27th of July, by 

Mr. Wallace, and mentioned to him a prize floop of 
Capt. Herbert's which you might purchaſe cheap, if you think 
proper to appoint one under the orders of the commanding 
officer of the forces you ſend to Rattan, And as | know Mr. 
Mallace to be a good ſeaman, as well as a diligent officer in 
his poſt, and zealous in his Majeſty's ſervice, I defire him 
to lay before you how improper it will be for the Bonetta 
being charged with any convoy in her return, as ſpeedy 
mtelligence from thence was the principal view in ſending 
her there, and that the tranſports remaining there till we 
knew their fituation and ſtate of affairs there, was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice for the lodgment 
of the men, till they had time to erect huts for the cover- 
ing of themſelves, for aſſiſting in the defence of the har- 
bour, if that ſhould become neceſſary, and for having a 
fafe retreat for the forces even againſt what I think an ima- 
ginary apprehenſion of their venturing to come to attack 
them from the Havanna, while we have a force here at 
hand to call them to a ſevere account for it. 

Your letter of the 28th came to my hands laſt 
night, and I cannot, Sir, but expreſs my ſurprize that you 
thould ſay in it, that you apprehended the ſummoning the 
council of war of June the 28th, was for my propoſing to 
them the ſettlement of Rattan. 

If you are pleaſed but to read over that reſolution, you 
will ſee the firſt paragraph is, viz. the members of the ge- 
neral council thinking it their duty, as ſoon as they had 
got within reach of aſſembling together, to take into 
conſideration what in their preſent circumſtances they 
ſhould judge moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice. 

Which, Sir, I take to be the ſtanding tenor of his Ma- 
jeſty's inſtructions to us, and what we ought to make the 
rule of our actions, to be conſidering how we can beſt an- 
[wer the end and view of his Majetty in the great expence 
he has been at for ſending us _ _ 
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And when this reſolution, together with the preceding 
one, was taken fo long ago as the 28th of June, and you 
had all the time ſince to conſider of it, you deſired, and 
the council aſſembled again at the time you deſired, which 
was the proper time for the offering any objections to it. 

And had all the power given you by the council you 
could deſire, by their then, amongſt other things already 
mentioned, recommending to you to furniſh them with 
ſpare arms and much larger ſupplies of all manner of tools 
neceſſary, both for defence and cultivating land to raiſe pro- 
viſions, than was in your lift laid before us, and ſupplying 
the commanding officer with money to pay the workmen, 
ior which I have heard from others that you have men- 
tioned your having large ſums in your power for all neceſ- 
{ary contingencies, though I cannot ſay you ever mentioned 
it to me; but that was what I never doubted of, 

But the principal matter of my ſurprize is, after the 
general council of war had met maturely to deliberate 
on what his Majeſty had recommended to their conſider— 
ation only, to hcar of the opinion of others that had 
no fuch appointment from his Majeſty, and whoſe duty I 
apprehend to be paying a punctual obedience to ſuch orders 


as you ſhall think proper to give them, in conformity to 


the reſolutions of the general council of war of his Ma- 
jeſty's appointment. 

Sir Chaloner Ogle doing me the favour to dine with me yeſ- 
terday, I communicated to him your letter of the 26th, and 
my anſwer to it, and had the pleature to find him in confor- 
nity of opinion with me, and I will venture to anſwer for it, 
that he wil not think a thouſand pound too much for your 
putting into the commanding officer's hands at firſt for pay- 
ing for Jabour, till you fee occaſion for ſending him a further 
:upply; and as it is very probable Capt. Pitt will very ſoon 
come to join them, who can bring conſiderable gangs of 
LEgproes with them, upon the aſſurance that he, and thoſe 
that bring them, ſhall be paid for their labour, which 
makes me think it unneceſſary to ſend negroes from hence 
tor the preſent ; but if you have an inclination, and think 
it abſolutely neceſſary to end any, neither Sir Chaloner 
Cale nor I ſhall oppoſe it, but I am abſolutely againit the 
leaſt delay, agreeable to the unanimous reſolution of our 
council of war, as negroes Can be diſpatched after them. 
And I ſhould think the proper time for that conſideration 
would be upon the return of the Ponetta, 


1 Fatigues 
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Fatigues in the heat of the day, or mens being expoſed 
to the ſun, in the interval of the breezes or other intem- 
perate times, I know by long experience to be fatal to 


them, and have not been wanting in giving you my ad- 


vice and opinion in that particular, but I think labour at 
proper times as neceſſary for mens health in this country as 
in any other, as ſcurvies is the moſt reigning diſtemper to 
which lazineſs is both the cauſe and the fatal conſequences. 

The merchants petitioning me yeſterday to delay the 
ſailing of the convoy till next Monday ſennight, the gth 
of Augu/t, on their aſſurance of defiring no farther delay, I 
have conſented to what they defire ; but on that day you 
may be aſſured they will fail, for your preparing your letters 
to go by her. And I ſhall remove to Port Royal on Sa- 
turday evening, when I ſhall be at hand to ſend you Sir 
Chaloner Ogle's joint opinion with mine, on any future 
occurrence ; but in what paſſed in diſcourſe yeſterday, I 
know he will not think a thouſand pound too much for you 
to ſupply the commanding officer with now. 

Major Burrard, who called here this morning for an 
order for going home in the Straſſard, ſhall have it as he 
deſires, I am, 


Kinrflen, July SIR, 


29, 1742. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon, General Wentwzrth. E. Fernen. 
SI R, 


AS I was going down to Port Royal the 31ft of Fuly, I 

thought it proper to delay anſwering your letter of the 
zoth (that did not come to my hands till that night) for 
conſidering it with Sir Chaloner Ogle, and ſending you our 
joint opinion on it. 

In regard to the incloſed inſtructions you have commu- 
nicated to us, we think that the firſt thing you ſhould re- 
commend to the commanding officer, ſhould be erecting the 
huts for ſheltering the men, as the preſervation of the mens 
health is deſerving of the firſt conſideration ; but think it 
ſhould be recommended to the engineer to pitch on tuch a 
ſpot for the erecting them, as appears moſt commodious for 
planing out his works, fo as to have them within the com- 
paſs of his works to be erected for their defence; for till 
they can ere& huts to cover them, they mutt lodge every 
night on board the tranſports, that may be poſted mott 
commodiouſly, both for their retreat and covering the works 


they are carrying on. 
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And in regard to the power, you have thought proper to 
give the commanding officer of the detachmeat, for pu- 
niſhing capitally, we think, in your inſtructions to him, 
that ſhould be expreſsly limited to thoſe only in the mili- 
tary pay of the Crown. | 

And that all who come to become ſettlers in the iſland 
ſhou!d be indulged, as much as poſſible, in the choice of 
their own places to ſettle in ; as let it be where it will, 


they will ſecure their valuable effects, where they can be 


defended, and be ready to retreat thither for their common 
defence. And as they have been long practiſed in the li- 


| berty of following their own will, they muſt be cautiouſly 


won over to regularity, and not be preſcribed to too much 
at firſt, for fear of diſcontenting them, and diſcouraging 
them to become ſettlers; ſo that the marking out a town 
may well be diſpenſed with for the preſent. 

And as we compute the extraordinary expence for the 
daily pay to the men, to encourage them in their labour, for 
erecting their huts for their habitations and for magazines, 


and the neceſſary fortifications for their defence afterwards, 


cannot be leſs than near ten pounds a day ; we conceive 
you cannot well furniſh your commanding officer with a 
leis ſum than one thouſand pounds, eſpecially as thoſe that 
are expected to come to ſettle there, and bring their ne- 
grocs with them, will expect greater prices for their labour 
than you may think proper, for encouraging the labour of 
thoſe in the King's pay and ſervice. 

We are of opinion, it is abſolutely neceſſary that the 
tranſports ſhould remain at Ratten, for lodgement and re- 
treat to the men, and defence of the ſettlement and har- 
bour, till we have opportunity of ſending them farther or- 
ders, after our having accounts from them of the ſituation 
of affairs by the return of the Bonetta, 

And as to the Governor's having a ſloop to attend the 
ſervices of the iſland, under his orders; as you were the 
firſt propoſer of it, we ſhould not have oppoſed it, if you 
thought it neceſſary, and concur with you now in think- 
ing it may very well be ſuſpended for a future confidera- 
tion, diſpatch, agreeable to the unanimous reſolution of 
the council of war, appearing to us to be moſt for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice. 

We are pleaſed we can acquaint you, that the Litchfield 
and Bonetta have been ready for proceeding with the con- 
voy ever ſince the 29th of July; ſo that no delays can be 

| attributed 
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attributed on our parts, to the ſpeedy execution of the una- 
nimous reſolutions of the council of war, We are, 


SIR 
Port Royal, Jamaica, 7 : 
oe ＋ 5 your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
E. Vernon, 
Hon. General Wentworth. C. Ogle. 
| By, &c. 


W Hereas it has been repreſented to me, by Meſſ. James 

Windeack and David Campbell, in behalf of them- 
ſelves and others, that they have by their ſupercargoes en- 
tered into agreement with ſome inhabitants near Porto Prin- 
cipe, for a quantity of black cattle, provided they come in 
a private manner ; and that they have fitted out for that 
purpoſe the ſnow H/:/tmoreland, Henry Bradley maſter, 
which will require her being navigated with twenty-five 
white men, officers included ; and which, together with 
the ſloop Anne, David Whitney maſter, is now ready for 
ſailing, and therefore deſiring my protection for the ſaid 
maſter and twenty-four men more, including officers, while 
they ſhall continue employing the ſaid ſnow, for procur- 


ing black cattle or other live ſtock from the ſaid iſland, 


under the aſſurance they have given me, that they will not 
to their knowledge entertain any men that ſhall belong 
to any of his Majeſty's ſhips. 

In regard to the perſonal knowledge I have of the zeal 
and affection to his Majeſty's ſervice, of the faid Meſſ. ad- 
cock and Campbell, that I can reſt aſſured they will not 
abuſe this confidence, neither to their Prince, nor their 
Country ; 

I do hereby grant my prorection for the ſnow Meſimare- 
land, Henry Bradley maſter, together with twenty-four 
other white men, for the complement of the ſaid ſnow, 
officers included, provided they be none of them deſerters 
from his Majeſty's ſeavice, and to continue to them the ſaid 
protection, as long as they ſhall continue employed in the 
aforementioned ſervice, hereby ſtrictly prohibiting all offi- 
cers in his Majeſty's ſervice from impreſſing any of the 
aforementioned complement of men, under any pretence 
whatever, but their knowing them to be actual deſerters 
from his Majeſty's ſervice, as they will anſwer the con- 
trary at their peril, Given under my hand and ſeal at 
Port Riyal, Famaica, this firſt day of Auguſt, 1742. 

E. Vernon. 

To all Captains, Lieutenants, and other inferior officers 

| whatſoever, 
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whatſoever, belonging to his Majeſty's ſhips and veſ- 
ſels under my command. 
T he like proteCtion of the ſame date to the Anne ſloop, 
David Whitney maſter. 


By, &c. 

HE merchants having requeſted your failing, as con- 

voy to their homeward bound fleet, being deferred to 
Monday the 9th of this preſent Auguſt. you had my ver- 
bal orders for it accordingly, and to hold yourſelf in readi- 
neſs for ſailing on the day deſired, and to give the neceſſary 
failing orders to all applying for them, and publick notice 
of the day of your failing accordingly. 

And you are hereby required and directed to put to ſea 
as deſired, with the ſaid homeward bound fleet, on Mon- 
day the 19th of this inſtant Auguſt, and to take under 
your care, protection, and convoy, the ſaid homeward 


bound fleet, (and all ſhips and vellels bound to the northern 


colonies that ſhall come for orders, as far as your way lyes 
together) and to convoy the ſame carefully as high up the 
channel of England, as the weather will conveniently per- 
mit you; and at the firſt port you ſhall arrive with them 
mn the ſaid channel, you are to ſet out poſt yourſelf with the 
ſeveral packets you ſhall receive from me, for his Grace 
the Duke of Newca/ile, his Majeſty's principal Secretary of 
ftate, and others, going directly yourſelf with my letters to 
his Grace, taking care that no private letters go from your 
ſhip till you have delivered my letters into his Grace's hands, 
and wait for his leave to proceed to deliver your letters for 
the right honourable the Earl of Vinchelſea, and the Ad- 
miralty board, whoſe orders you will defire for your fur- 
ther proceedings, and then forward my other packets to the 
publick offices as directed. | 

All Spaniſb ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are 
to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, fink, burn, or 
deſtroy. | 

But as you are but a ſingle ſhip for the convoy of this 
fleet, you are not on any account to chace ſo as to hazard 
loſing company with them. For, &c. Given at Port 
Royal, Famgica, this 4th of Auguſt, 1742. | 
To Capt. Trevor of the Strafferd. E. Vernon. 


SIR 
T HIS comes to inform you that the Area, Capt. Swan- 
ton will be ready to fail for New England the latter 
| end 
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end of this week, or beginning of next, if you have any 
letters or commands for thoſe parts; and is to return here 
before. Chriſtmas with naval ſtores for his Majeſty's yard 
here. And as it is grown to be even a more ſcandalous 
practice there, for them to employ themſelves in ſeducing 
men from the Crown's ſervice, than here if poſſible, it 
would be much for his Majeſty's ſervice if you will be 
pleaſed to ſpare us ſixteen or twenty men, under the com- 
mand of a ſerjeant, to ſerve on board his Majeſty's ſhip 
Aſtrea, being much wanted for ſentries to prevent deſer- 
tions there if poſſible, As ſhe is to clean there, for her re- 
turn here, Capt. Swanton will wait on you for your orders 
in it, and what orders you may have for New England. 
I am, 
Port Royal, Auguſt 81 R, 
4% 1743. your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

Hon, Gen. Wentworth, E. Vernan, 


My Lord Duke, 

M Y laſt to your Grace was of the zoth of June by the 

Princeſs Louiſa, Capt. Dung, that failed hence the 
1ſt of July convoy to the homeward bound fleet; and the 
duplicate of my letter by him accompanies this to your 
Grace, by Capt. Trever of the Strafford, who goes convoy 
to the preſent home ward bound fleet appointed, as the mer- 
chants deſire, for failing on the 2d of Auguft. 

On the zd of 7 got the Tilbury, Capt. Lawrence, 
to ſea, a clean ſixty gun ſhip, appointed to cruize to wind- 
ward oft Nis la Hacha, on the Spaniſh main continent. 

On the 8th I got out to fea for a cruizing ſquadron, 
under the command of Capt, Laws the Greemwich (the ſhip 
he commands) a clean ſhip, together with the Adventure 
and Spy, -( refitted and victualled fince their arrival from 
England) and a clean ſloop tender, hurrying them to ſea 
as ſoon as I could after our homeward bound fleet, for their 
greater ſecurity, and being in the way to take all priva- 
teers that might be cruizing for intercepting ſtragglers; as 
from the number of /r;/þ papiſts here, or by other ways, 
we find they ſeldom want good intelligence trom hence. 
And he is under orders for cruizing in ſuch ſtations after- 
wards, as the intelligence he may meet may render moſt 
probable, for his deſtroying their privateers cruizing on our 
trade going or coming through the windward paſſage within 
the limits of Baracco, Crooked land, Heneago, Turks [{lands, 
and to windward of Cape Frans: ; and as I Ay 
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for any of their privateers picking up ſome of our ſtrag- 
glers, I luckily directed his getting early off Baracoa, for 
being in the way of intercepting their getting in there, 


with any prizes they might make, which, by what has 


happen'd ſince, I hope, may prove a providential conſi - 
deration. 
Capt. Durell in the Seahorſe came in here on the 18th, 
with a Spaniſh ſcooner he took off the iſland Tortuga on 
Wedneſday the 14th of 7uh, having on board Don Alonzo 
de Arcos y Morena, Colonel of the regiment of dragoons of 
Almanza, with near fifty of his regiment, the Major of the 
regiment, a Captain, a Cornet, and about thirty more, having 
contrived to drown themſelves, in attempting to get aſhore 
with the boat, when they were within gun ſhot of the 
Scaherſe; for on her firing a ſhot that went over them, 
they running all over on one fide overſet the boat; he took 
up ten of them, and ſome Mulatto ſeamen eſcaped on ſhore, 
but the Major and the officers and ſoldiers were drowned. 
T he ſcooner has on board a new braſs mortar of 19 inches 
and other military ſtores, and there were on board ninety- 
even perſons in all at their failing from Porto Rico. 

The Colonel ſays they embarked at Port Paſſage on the 
6th of February laſt, with his regiment of dragoons of Al- 
manza of five hundred and twenty men, and the like num- 
ber of infantry of the regiment of Portugal, on board of 
hve ſhips of the Caracca's company, which were as fol- 
lows, viz. 

El Coro of ſixty guns, but mounting only forty. 

St. Ignatio of fixty guns, but mounting only forty, 

St. Sclaſtian of thirty guns. 

St. Foachim of thirty guns. 

St. Antonio of twelve guns. 
that they ſailed from Paſſage the 12th of Feryary, that 
of the Sr. Antonio they have not yet met any account; but 
that the St. Ignatis was loft on the An gad ſhoals on the 
zoth of March, and that Don Franciſco Villavicencis, Col. 
of the regiment of Portugal, with two Captains, three 
Lieutenants, and about one hundred and fifty in all, were 
then drowned, That on the 12th of April, off the Virgin 
Cordes, being the other three fail together, they were at- 
tacked by two Engliſb ſhips, in which engagement Don 
Feachim de Miranda, their new Governor tor Carthagena, 
was killed, and they had their rigging much ſhattered 
that they arrived at Porto Rico with the ſaid three ſail on 
the 15th of April, and that they took a Bo/ton ſhip bound 
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to Barbadies, in their paſſage thither. (This rencounter 
with our frigates was with the Z/tham and Livelyunder com- 
mand of Capt. Smith from Antigua.) That they ſhipp'd 
the troops on board eight ſcooners and ſloops, and failed 
ſrom Porto Rico on the 20th of Fuly, under the convoy of 
E Coro, that had on board three hundred failors and as 
many ſoldiers, and the S/. Foachim one hundred and fifty 
failors and as many ſoldiers ; and that they left behind them 
the S7. Sebaſtian, without any troops on board, having only 
her own complement of ſeamen, with which ſhe was bound 
to the Caraccas, 

And as my orders led Capt. Laws early off Baraco, I am 
not out of hopes if he had but good luck in getting up to 
windward, but that he may have come in time to intercept 
this convoy, or ſome part of them, of which I live in 
hopes of a good account; as his meeting them to leeward 
of Cape Mayze, might prevent his ſending me any ſpeedy 


account of it. 


On the gth of July I got the Fawey, a clean forty gun 
ſhip, to ſea, and Capt. Tucker has my orders, firſt for 
looking into Port Louis, and then for cruizing to windward 
between that and Cape Alta Vela, for the ſecurity of our 
trade coming that way, and procuring me the earlieſt in- 
telligence of the motions of any of the enemy's ſquadrons 
towards Port Louis; fo I thank God, I have been able to 
patch up ſhips enough in good time, for ſupplying all my 
windward ſtations. 

On the gth of July I likewiſe got to ſea Capt. Denni, in 
the Experiment, a clean twenty gun ſhip, together with 
Lieut, Lowther, in one of my ſloop tenders, likewiſe clean; 
and as I have ſent back the Caledonian Indians by Capt. 
Dennis, I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of my orders 
to him. 

And ] ſend your Grace incloſed, on Capt. Bredericꝭ be- 
ing returned from the South Keys, a copy of his letter to me 
of the 8th of Fuly, of what intelligence he had met with, 
relating to Don R2derigo de Torrez's ſquadron being ſtill at 
the Havanna, on the 15th of June, with a lift of the 
twelve ſhips of the line he has with him, in the margin; be- 
ſides which, there are the ſhips of the Barlevento ſquadron, 
under the command of Admiral Spinsla, which I know to be 
the Vizara of ſixty guns, and the St. Juan of the fame, 
that are not mentioned amongſt theſe, ſo that they have 


full as ſtrong a ſquadron in thele ſeas as we have, and they 
cannot 
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cannot be in ſo bad condition as our's came in from the ſea, 
having had very little wear and tear. 

I have got the Litehfeld (a fifty gun ſhip) refitted and 
ſupplied with the maſts and yards ſhe wanted, and the Bo- 
netta floop cleaned and refitted, for being the convoy to 
the tranſports deſigned for the iſland of Rattan, And I 
have now the Lyon of ſixty guns, and the Ludlow Caſtle of 
forty guns, the one careening at the wharf at the yard, and 
the other at the Alderney hulk ; the Rippon and York, two 
ſixty gun ſhips, preparing to careen by each other; the 
Il reger and Defiance along fide each other, for taking 
in each other's guns, for lightening and heeling, to caulk 
and new ſheath, betwcen wind and water, and ſtop their 
leaks as well as they can, to be in condition for ſwimming 
home, as we have not conveniencies, hands, nor time for 
careening them. And the Boyne (I have my flag on board) 
is along fide the Deptford ſtoreſhip, that has taken in her 
guns, and lightened her for coming at ſtopping her leaks, 
and caulking and new ſheathing her between wind and wa- 
ter, I have got her ſupplied with a new main maſt, and 
fore maſt, and hope by the middle of Auguſt ſhe will be 
fit for the ſea again, and that, by the latter end, I ſhall 
have ſome ſhips to put to ſea with in a body, on any occa- 
ſion that offers, through a French war or otherwiſe, and 
ſhall take care that no diligence in our power, with the few 
ſhip-wrights and caulkers we have, be omitted to be em- 
pioyed for the ſpeedy refitting of all my tattered ſhips. And 
J have the Shoreham cleaning at a hulk of the merchants; 
but ſhe proves ſo bad, that I fear ſhe will be only fit for barely 
ſwimming home. 

I muſt now proceed to informing your Grace of the ſteps 
taken by me, for forwarding all in my power the ſpeedy ex- 
ecution of a part of the reſolutions of our late council of 
war of the 28th of June, in regard to ſettling the ifland of 
Rattan; which I think I cannot more properly do, than 
by incloſing to your Grace copies of my letters to Mr, 
IHenttbus th, of the 12th and 14th of July, 

And I cannot omit to ſend your Grace incloſed a copy 
of the proceedings of the general court martial upon Mr. 
Beifira, held at King/ten, the 15th of July, to which is ad- 
ded a copy of my letter to Mr. J/entworth, of the 19th 
of Jug, in return to his having ſent me incloſed a copy of 
it; and ] am ſorry to add that it has a long timie appeared 
to me, that he has had a ſronger inclination for 1 

With 
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with the fleet, than entering upon any meaſures to diſtreſs 
the enemy. But as I look on the point attempted in the 
reſolution of this court martial, to be rather ſetting up a 
ſtandard of mutiny, than conforming to his Majeſty's in- 
ſtructions, of cultivating a good underftandirg between his 
ſea and land forces, arid cannot but entertain a jealouſy of 
Mr. /Yeniworth having had a principal hand in it, which 
Capt. T7 ay/or's account of what patled at the court martial, 
more fully explaining, I have with the ſaid proceeding tranſ- 
mitted a copy thereof. 

And thinking it of the utmoſt importance to his Majeſty's 
ſervice, that ſo dangerous a precedent for encouraging mu- 
tiny may not remain upon record; I tranſmit the proceed- 
ings to your Grace, with my requeſt for their being laid 
before his Majeſty, as a matter highly deſerving his Royal 
conſiderat ion and determination on it, for preventing future 
ill conſequences. 

Mr. Wentworth deſiring we might meet at a general 
council of war on the 22d of Fuly, we met accordingly at 
Gov. Trelawney's in Spaniſh T nun, and I ſend your Grace 
incloſed a copy of the reſolution of that general council of 
war; and as the ſeveral inſtructions are reſerred to be drawn 
up by Mr. Ventworth and Mr. Trelawney, they will, I 
doubt not, be tranſmitted to your Grace by them. The 
principal points we recommended to them, were, the eſta- 
bliſhment of a civil government at Rattan, independent of 
the military; and as Mr. Pitts was like to be the perſon. of 
moſt credit and ſatisfaction for engaging thoſe from Black 
River, the Muſouett: ſhore, and the logwood cutters to be- 
come inhabitants there, that he ſhould be firſt and chief 
civil magiſtrate, for determining all diſputes of property, or 
otherwiſe, between them; and that the principal engineer 
Mr. I/entworth had, ſhould go down to plan all neceſſary 
works, for the other to be left to ſee the execution of, and 
the principal to return by the Bonet/a, to report to us his 
obſervations on what might be farther wanting, 

The Spaniſb Col. goes home in the Str rd, agreeable to 
the reſolution of the council ot war, and having 2 youth 
his ſon with him of twelve years of age, a Cornet in his re- 
giment, he goes with him 'kewiſe; and as he is defirous to 
have his ſon at home, for being a comfort to his wife, and 
for following his ſtudies, J have conſented to his wriring a 
letter to the Governor of St. '7ago de Cuba, for allowing an 
exchange for him here, agrecabie to the cartel ſettled at 
St. Jage de Cuba by Capt. 1 which I ſhall approve ot 
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in all but the place of exchange, (which was contrary to 
my verbal orders to him,) as wholly diſadvantageous to us, 
And I ſhall therefore propoſe to them St. 7age de Cuba, 
or Cape Cruz, inſteadof it. And as I doubt not but they 
will ſend us an exchange for the young Cornet, and a fer- 
vant to take care of him, I am perſuaded, your Grace will 
have a good natured pleaſure in permitting the Saniſb Col. 
to ſend his young ſon home, (with a ſervant) who appears a 
pretty well behaved youth, that bis father has a tender at- 
ſection for. 

I find on diſcourſe, that this detachment of forces was 
originally intended for Carthagena ; but on their arrival at 
Porto Rico, having Advice that Carthagena was ſufficiently 
ſupplied with troops, and that by means of French and Dutch 
veſſels, they had been ſupplied with ammunition of all 
kinds that they wanted, it was determined for their going to 
Cuba, to be at hand there, to be ſent wherever it might be 
found neceſlary for the publick ſervice. 

Having the Litchfield and Bonetta ſloop ready to procced 
to ſea with the tranſports and ſtoreſhip for the Rattan expe- 
dition, whenever they are ready, I ſend your Grace in- 
cloſed a copy of my orders to Capt. Cuſack of the Litci;- 
Feld, appointed to command the ſaid convoy. 

Being greatly ſurprized at a letter I received the 2&th at 
night from Mr. //entworth, Iam under a neceſſity of trou- 
bling your Grace with an inclofed copy of it, and of my an- 
ſwer to it the next morning the 27th of 7uly; by which 
your Grace will obſerve, the convoy will be ready to fail 
the 29thin the morning, and that Capt. Cy/ac+ has all ne- 
ceſſary inſtructions from me for his government; ſo that I am 
{ure, not the leaſt obſtruction or delay can be laid to my 
charge. And I muſt likewiſe trouble your Grace with an 
incloſed copy of Mr. Wentworth's letter of the 28th of 
Jul), with my anſwer to it of the 29th, which will, I hope, 
beſt explain to your Grace both our ſentiments. 

Having had it intimated to me, that a ſpecial ſummons 
had been iſſued by the Governor, for a council to be held on 
the 29th of Vuh, as was imagined, for ſome repreſentation be- 
ing drawn up to be tranſmitted home by him, on an inct- 
dent that happened in Governor Trelawneys houſe, aſter 
our late general council of war; as | was the third party, 
and the only one ] believe in hearing of what paſſed, I was 
adviſed to tranſmit your Grace a true account of it, to pre- 
vent any ill impreſſions from a miſrepreientation of it, 
wich, 19 the beit of my remembrance, was as follows. 
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The council of war was held and concluded in the morn- 
ing, and we all dined with Mr. Trelauney, and continued to- 
gether till after drinking coffee, when we broke up; Mr, 
Blakeney, J think, went away directly; Mr, //entworth took 
Mr. Trelawney aſide in the next room, for ſome time before 
he went away, and it raining a little, I ſtaid to keep Sir 
Chaloner Ogle company, till Mr. Arcedune's chariot came 
for him, we fitting alone in the dining room, When the 
General was gone, Mr, Trelawney came and fat by us, next 
to me, I being in the middle between them, when he read 
me a paper having no name to it, purporting an account of 
rwo men being impreſſed by fome officers of mine, out of 
ſome veſlel lately come in with eight hands; I took notice 
to him, that that paper was ſigned by no one; that I thought, 
in regard to the poſt I was in, all applications of that kind 
ought originally to be made to me, and that as I knew no- 
thing of che particulars of it, I thought I neither ought, 


nor ſhould give any anſwer to it, with which he ſeemed 


at firſt very angry, and faid, it ſhould be the laſt application 
he ſhould make me; and on my adding, I thought that ſhould 
rather be an caſe to him, than give him juſt cauſc of offence, 
he ſeemed calmed again; but adding, I imagined it came 
from his friend Mr. Dicker, whoſe conduct 1 had no great 


reaſon to be ſatisfied with; Sir Cha/;ner Ogle, on the men- 


tioning Mr. Dicter's name, repeated the natae of Mr. 
Dicker, ſaying, that Mr. Dicer was a raſcal; on which 
Governor Trelatoney in the rage of a madman, ſtarted from 
his chair, turned as pale as a ghoſt with rage and trenzy, and 
drew his ſword, telling Sir Chal:ner, Mr. Dicker was no 
more a raſcal than he was, Upon which being between 
them, I ſtarted up in time, clap: my left hand upon the 
wriſt of his {word arm, and my right hand on his ſhoulder, 
in which poſture he kept going backward through the next 


room, and from thence into the back piazza, foaming with 


the rage of a madman, and calling to Sir Cha/aner (whom I 
could not ſee being behind me) go out of my houſe, Sir, go 
out of my houſe, till four of his ſervants came upto him in 
that paſſage, and coming round him, went with him through 
a room they powder perriwigs in, and I preſume up ttairs, 
hearing no more of him; and when I could turn about to 
ſee Sir Chaliner Ogle, he had only a hand upon the hilt of 


his fword, but no ſword drawn, and I heard no word pro- 


nounced by him; the chariot came ſoon after for Sir Cha- 
loner, who went away in it. But Mr, Allen, a young Attor- 
ney, coming to ſpeak with me on his on affairs, being re- 
commended 
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commended to my friendſhip, as it rained a little, I walked 


for ſome time with him in the room, and under the piazza, 
and Mr. Nerih, the Judge of the Admiralty Court, coming 
up to me there, I took that opportunity of preſenting Mr. 
Hilen to him, and recommending him to his good offices; 
and remember, Mr. Villiams the clerk of the council, paſſed 
by us in the piazza into the Governor's houſe at the ſame 
time, but I heard no more of him during the time I ſtaid, 
which I believe might be about a quarter of an hour, when 
I walked to Dr. Fuller's a neighbouring gentleman's houſe. 
I continued in Spaniſh Town that day, and the day after- 
wards, without hearing that the Governor ever ſent any 
apology for his crazy ungentlemanlike behaviour in his own 
houſe; and this, to the beſt of my memory, is a true nar- 
rative of the proceeding. 

What I conceive occaſioned Sir Chaloner Ogle's adding 
the epithet of raſcal, upon Mr. D:icker being named (which 
I did not ſo well know the cauſe of then) was, that he had 
heard, before it's coming to my knowledge, of Mr. Dicker 
having ſolicited hands to a petition about King /ton, for a 
complaint againſt me, for ſome tranſactions of a Lieut. of the 
Litchfield, when I was laſt over at Porto Bells; which ſeveral 
merchants refuſed to ſign, allecging it for a reaſon, that it 
was founded upon facts that they that ſolicited it knew to 
be falſe; which I am perſuaded, every one muſt allow to be 
a raſcally action: And I verily believe, this was the induce- 
ment for Sir Chaloner's ſaying he was fo. 

I had lived in a conſtant good harmony with Governor 
Trelauney before the arrival of the forces here, having al- 
ways met his ready concurrence in favouring every thing I 
propoſed to him for his Majeſty's ſervice; but whether it 
was from Mr. 1/:n:w:rths intuling colonelſhip into his 
head, or whatever elſe, he has ſeemed to me to join in all 
clamours againſt the fleet ſince, and to find a general fault 
wich every thing he approved of before; and impreſſing is 
now made the general ground work of all their clamour 
here. I ſerved here twice in the late war in the Queen's 
time, the firſt time under the command of Sir Charles Ii a- 
ger, Whoſe conduct having met the general approbation of 
all rhe merchants at home and here, I thought I could fix on 
no better pattern to govern myſelf by; and that I have made 
an invariable rule ever ſince my being in command here: 
And on this occaſion think it neceſſary to ſend your Grace 
incloſed a copy of the uniform orders given to thoſe that 


had the regulating the procuring recruits tor the ſquadron, 
1 that 


[151 ] 
that your Grace may judge, whether that ſhould furniſh any 
juſt cauſe for clamour or not. 

On further diſcourſe, I find the reaſon for their embarks 
ing the Spaniſh forces in ſmall veſſels at Porto Rico was, 
that they were to land at Baracs, or another ſmall port 
eighteen leagues to leeward of it, where the Col. expected 
to find horſes provided for him for mounting his regiment of 
dragoons, for which he carried their ſaddles and all accoutre- 
ments with him. And 2s the Spaniards knew, they could 
march dragoons between Haracs and St. Jago, there cannot 
be a ſtronger proof of its being practicable to march infan- 
try; and I conjecture, this reſolution was taken on their ap- 
prehending we inrended a ſecond attempt on St. Zags. 

The convoy being, at the requeſt of the merchants, detain- 
ed from failing till the gth inſt. I have had come to my hands 
a letter from Capt. Laws, from off Cape Nicola of the 
29th of July, which I thought proper to ſend your Grace 
incloſed a copy of, and was ſorry to find by it, that the lee- 
-ward current had prevented his getting up in time, to have 
intercepted the Suh convoy from Ports Rico, and am 
perſuaded, the ſmall veſſels he mentions to have been in 
Baracs, were thoſe of that convoy that have landed the 
troops there, as I was informed they intended to do, and 
conclude, the convoy proceeded through the old Bahama 
channel to the Havanna. I am, 

My Lord Duke, 
Pert. Reyal, Famaica, your Lordſhip's moſt devoted 


Aug. s, 1742. and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of N:wca/tle, E. Vernon. 


SIR, 


U PO N receipt of a letter this day from William Bull, 
Eſq; from Charles Teton in Sæuth Carolina, accompa- 
nied likewiſe with an affidavit, ſworn betore him or his ſon, 
I immediately communicated the ſame to Sir Chaloner Ogle; 
and as we apprehend the ſaid E m Bull, Eſq; to be 
Lieut. Gover. of Carelina, we both judged it of conſe- 
quence to hve a general council of war immediately ſum- 
moned upon it; the purport being to inform us, of a de- 
ſcent being made, in ſmall imbarkations, upon the infant 
colony of Georgia by the Spaniards. | 
And the meſſenger mentioning having letters for you and 
the Governor, we doubt not but you have the ſame parti» 
culars, and are perſuaded you will agree with us, as the 
homeward bound fleet is to (ail on Monday next, that — 
ougnt 
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ought to hold a general council of war on Saturday morn- 
ing, for having time to ſend an account of our proceedings 
by the ſaid fleet; and the ſignal will accordingly be made, 
for the ſaid general council of war being held on board the 
Boyne on Saturday morning at 8 o'clock, and we deſire you 
will be pleaſed to bring Mr. Blatency with you to it; and 
Capt. Allen will have orders to have a boat with an officer 
up at King ſton, to attend your orders, at fix o'clock on Sa- 
turday morning. 3 | 

And we have wrote to Gov. Trelawney, to deſire his 
company there too, and that a boat and officer will be like- 
wiſe in attendance for him at Paſſage Fort by fix o'clock on 


Saturday morning. We are, 


S I R, 
Port-Royal, Jamaica, Your moſt obedient 
Aug 5, 742. humble ſervants, 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth, E. Vernon, 
| C. Ogle. 
By, &c. 


N Hereas we have a conſiderable fleet of merchant ſhips, 
now bound home under the convoy of his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Srrafferd ; 

You are hereby required and direCted, for their greater 
ſecurity, to get ready for the ſea with all poſſible expedition, 
and to complete your victualling to three months, and then 
put to ſea, and make the beſt of your way for cruizing off 
St. ago, for being in the way to intercept any of their pri- 
vateers with their prizes, in caſe they ſhould have picked up 
any of our ſtragglers from the fleet. 

And as you will have delivered you with thoſe orders, 
the copy of my letter to the Governor of Sr. Tage, and 
likewiſe of the cartel agreed to by Capt. Stevens, you are to 
govern yourſelf in your conduct by them, in all tranſacti- 
ons between you and the Governor of St. Jago, to whom 
you will on the firſt convenient opportunity ſend. my letter 
aſhore by a flag of truce, by your interpreter, appointing a 
time, on a ſignal made you, for ſending aſhore for an an- 
ſwer, which in regard to the harbour lying ſo much in the 
codd of the bay, I think you had better do, at the battery a 
league to windward of the Morro Caſtle. 

And you will uſe your endeayours for procuring an ex- 
change being allowed you for Don Manuel Carden, and the 
two Spaniſh merchants landed at Carthagena, by Capt. 
Stevens; but if they refuſe that, you may procure the re- 


leaſe of the Sheerne/s midſhipman and boats crew, or what- 
| eyer 


| 
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ever other Engliſb priſoners you find to be there, in ex- 
change for ſuch as you have on board, agreeable to the 
terms of the cartel; and if you find they are inclined to the 
altering the two firſt articles of the cartel, in regard to the 
place of exchange, you may ſign to an agreement for that 
purpoſe, and to fix a certain time for doing it, if he propoſes 
it to you; or leave it to a future conſideration, if he deſires 
time to wait for an anſwer from the Havanna: But you 
will, agreeable to the tenour of my letter, endeavour to pro- 
cure the immediate releaſe of Capt. Dyllis, and his mate 
Mr. Duany if you can, and give an exchange for them a- 
orecable to the cartel, if you cannot procure it otherwiſe, 

And you are to continue cruizing off that port, and 
having an eye to the executing your orders for an exchange 
for the ſpace of twenty days, tor being ſure of the fleets be- 
ing ſafely paſſed by, when you are to return to this port, for 
my further orders. 

All Spaniſb ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you 
are to uſe your utmoſt endeavours, to take, fink, burn, or 
deſtroy. 

And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 
ſubje&s of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spantards, you 
are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, 
wherever you ſhall find the ſame on the ſeas, as you will all 
ſhips and veſſels going to ſupply his Majeſty's enemies the 
Spaniards with contraband ſtores. | 

But on meeting with any of the Guarda Cas of his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, you will carefully preſerve with 
them that good correſpondence that onght to ſabſiſt between 
officers in the ſervices of Princes in amity with each other, 
For &c, Given at Port-Riyal, Famaice, this 5th of Au- 

guft, 1742. 
To Capt. Durell of the Seahorſe, E. Vernon. 


SIR 
I Have received your Excellency's letter of laſt night, ap- 
proving of the general council of war being ſummoned 
to meet to morrow morning, and deliring it might rather be 
at your houſe in Spaniſh Town. 


n regard to your ſuffering ſore inconventencies upon the 


water, I had, in complaiſance to you, rae you that com- 
pliment on many prior occaſions, 


U Bax 
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But your amazing and ungentlemanlike behaviour in your 
own houſe to Sir Chaloner Ogle, of which 1 was an eye- 
witneſs (and for which, IJ have never yet heard, you have 
made him any apology,) very juſtly diſpenſing me from 
conſenting to any future meetings there, I ſend this to in- 
form your Excellency, that the Beyne lying now at anchor 
in a part of the harbour where ſhe has no motion at all 
you cannot ſuffer any inconveniencies from that, and that I 
think, no one can diſpute me at leaſt the right, as the ſenior 
General Officer, to ſummon the council of war to be held 
at my quarters; where every thing will be accordingly pre- 
pared for your reception, at 8 o'clock to morrow morning, 
and a boat with an officer in it, will be attending for your 
Excellency at Paſſage Fort to morrow morning at 6 o'clock, 
3s you had advice of it yeſterday, by the joint letter from 
Sir Chaloner Ogle and me. I am, 


: » 
Port-Reyal, Jamaica, Your Excellency's 
Aus n 6, 1742. moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
His Excellency Governor Trelawney. E. Vernon. 
SIX, 


1 Pon the receipt of your extraordinary letter by Capt. 
Hore, which I immediately communicated to Sir Cha- 
beer Ogle, we have thought proper to ſend you a copy of 

Len. Hentworth's letter of this day, as follows. 
I ſhall wait on you at the time you mention on board 
the Neyne, in company with Brigadier Blakeney ; I 
find there are letters for me from South Carolina, 
I ſuppoſe, to the ſame purpoſe with your's, which 

are not delivered, I am, &c. 

| Tho. IWentworth, 


And to give it you as our advice, as you are the junior in 
zanx of this general council of war, that you ought to fol- 
jow the precedent ſet you by your ſeniors, and in expecta- 
tion that you will do fo, a boat with an officer will attend 
you at Paſſage Fart at 6 o'clock to morrow morning, 
We arc, 

IX, 


* — Jamaica, Your Excellency's 
un. moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
ZE. Vernon, 


His Excellene/ Governor Trelawney. C. Ogle. 


SIR, 


25s 


SIR, 

1 Pon the receipt of your ſecond letter this night, we 

thought it proper to ſend you a copy of the letter we 
ſent ſome hours ago to Governor Trel/awney, and ſhall be aſ- 
ſembled on board the Boyne to morrow morning at eight 
o'clock, tand Capt. Allen will be attending for you with his 
boat, as directed at Xing /ton) where we ſhall expect your 
company, and Mr. Blatengg. We are, 


SIR 
Port - Royal, Jamaica, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Au 6, 1742. E. Vernon. 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth. C. Ogle. 


SIR, 

P Urſuant to the reſolution, we have tranſmitted to you a 

copy of the unanimous reſolution of the members of the 
general council of war, that thought ir their duty to pay 
due obedience to the ſummons and ſignal. 

The informations of the officers taken before the council, 
being too long, we have not time for ſending them you 
now, but they will be ſent to you on the firſt leiſure for 
having them tranſcribed. We are, 


Biyne in Port- Royal S 1 R, , 
harbour, 7:muca, Your molt obedient humble ſervants, 


AE 7, 174: E. Vernon 
Hon. Gen. Wentworth. C. Oele. 
SIR, 


N this come incloſed to you, by Capt. Swanton, copies 

of the informations of the three officers we had in ex- 
amination before us, of which he was one himſelf ; who 
calls to receive your commands for N-w £E-g/and, and will 
fail on Monday, uale you delire his ſtay till I vetday, 
which ſhall be as you deſire. I am, | 

Boyne in Pirt-R ya 8 [ . 


harbour, Fomarca, 


Av ut 5, . Your mo# obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen. L enitwrth., E. Vernon, 
SIR, 


. Apt. Durell in the S-ah;r// is going out upon a cruize off 
St. Jago, and it is a part of his orders, to endeavour to 
procure the releaſe of Capt. IIe but as the ſhip is weak- 
ly manned, and ſhe is to cruize off an enemy's port, there 
is the greater necelility that ſhe ſhould be put into a good 

condition for ſervice, I thould therefore be obliged to * 
U 2 l 
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if you will give direCtions for a detachment of fixteen or 
twenty men, with a ſerjeant, to be embarked on board of 
her on Tueſday morning next, when Capt. Durell will ſend 
his boat to King /ton for them, that he may be able to pro- 
ceed to ſea next day, in the execution of his orders, I am, 
Pert- Royal, Jamaica, 81 R, 


Auge 8, 1742. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| Hon, Gen. Lentiborth. E. Vernon. 
My Lord Duke, 


A Fter making up my packets for your Grace on the 5th 
inſtant, I received the ſame evening a letter from 
illiam Bull, Eſq; of South Carolina, of the 7th of Fuly, 
of the Spaniards in ſmall embarkations, being upon the 
point of making a deſcent in Georgia, I ſend your Grace 
incloſed a copy of his letter, and the incloſed * 
which I immediately conſulted Sir Chaloner Ogle upon, and 
we joined in letters of ſummons, diſpatched away that even- 
ing, to Gen. Wentworth and Gov. Trelawney, (a copy of 
which comes incloſed) for holding a general council of war, 
on board the B-yne at eight o'clock on Saturday morning 
the 7th, for tranſmitting to your Grace the. reſolutions there- 
in taken, by Capt. Trever of the Strafford, appointed to 
{ai! with the convoy the gth inſt. and to our ſaid letter go 
annexed copies of their ſeveral anſwers and our replies. 

But as no time was to be loſt, for giving your Grace the 
fulleſt ſtate of our proceedings on this occaſion, though the 
other members were not pleaſed ro pay obedience to the 
ſummons and ſignal, Sir Chalmer Ogle and I thought it our 
duty, and for his Majeſty's ſervice to proceed to deliberate 
on it, and having ſummoned before us Capt. Chambers of 
the Montagu, Capt. Swanton of the Ifirea, and Lieut. 
 Grahamof the Worceſter, very good officers and good ſea- 

men, on whoſe judgment we can rely, we took their re- 
ſpective informations (copies of which come likewiſe in- 
cloſed to your Grace) and after duly weighing all the evi- 
dence before us, drew up our reſolutions, as on mature de- 
liberation appeared to us to be moſt for his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, a copy of which alſo accompanies this to your Grace. 

Agreeable to the latter part of the ſaid refolutions, we 
have fent copies of the ſaid reſolutions, and of the ſeveral 
informations of our three officers above mentioned, to Gen. 
Wentworth; and if he thinks them neceſſary to be reviſed, 
and conſidered in a future council of war, at which they 
Will attend, I will not fail to ſummon it, whenever w_ 

| 166 
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ſires it, after the Straſſord being failed to morrow, as that 
interval of time will be all hurry, 

I have not time for adding more at preſent, than that I 
ſhall continue to ſerve his Majeſty with a fincere zeal for his 
honour and ſervice, till I am relieved from the diſagreeable 
fituation that I have fo long, and juſtly complained of. I 


am 
: My Lord Duke, 
Pert- Royal, Jamaica, Your Lordſhip's moſt devoted, 


Auguft 8, 1742. and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/?le. E. Vernon. 


SIR, 


Y Ours of this day's date, ſigned by Mr. Blakeney and Mr. 

Trelawney, as well as yourſelf, was brought to me this 
night by your Aid de camp, Capt. Milmot, when Sir Chaloner 
Ogle and I were together, 

And we muſt firſt inform you, that we look upon the re- 
ſolutions of the members of the general council of war 
that aſſembled, agreeable to the ſummons and ſignal, and 
which are tranſmitted to the Secretary of State, to be the 
reſolutions of the general council of war, and as ſuch to be 
conformed to, though you declined aſſiſting at the ſaid 
council of war, 

But ſince it is your joint requeſt, that the execution ſhould 
be delayed till another council of war ſhould be aflembled, 
the orders for the delay ſhall be given at your requeſt; but 
under this proteſtation on our parts, that you muſk anſwer 
to his Majeſty for the ill conſequences from ſuch a delay. 

And we adviſe you now again, that the ſignal for a gene- 
ral council of war of ſea and land officers, ſhail be made 
on board the Boyne on Thurſday morning next at 8 o'clock, 
being the 12th of this inſt. Auguſt, when you are deſired to 
bring Mr. Blakeney with you, to the faid general council of 
war, And we ſhall acquaint Mr. Trelawney, that the ſignal 
will be then made on board the Byrne, and a boat with an 
officer waiting for him at Paſſage Fort at tix o'clock on 
Thurſday morning; as Capt. Alen will have orders to be 
ready to attend you the fame morning at the King's Wharf 
at King /ton, We are, 

SIR, 


Pert Royal, Jamaica, your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Aupu/t 10, 1742, 


at night. E. Vernon, 
Hon, Gen, / ent vert. C. Ogle. 


By, 
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By, &c. | 
8 EN. Ventuurth, Mr. Blakeney, and Gov. Trelaw 

ney having by their joint letter of this day's date, deſired 

I would give you orders to delay your failing with the con- 
voy for Rattan, till another council of war ſhould be aſ- 
ſembled, which the ſignal will be flying for, on board the 
Boyne, on Thurſday morning next: 

You are hereby required and directed, agreeable to their 
requeſt, to ſuſpend your failing with the ſaid convoy till 
Thurſday next, when you are to attend on board the Boyne, 
for receiving, my orders for your further proceedings, agree- 
able to the inſtructions you have long ſince received from me. 
For c. Given at Port-Reyal, famaica, this 10th of Auguſt, 


1742. 
To Capt. Ca of the Litchfield. Z. Vernon, 


S. IR, 

A Letter of the roth inſtant, ſigned by Gen. J/ntworth, 

Mr. Blateney, and your Excellency, being brought to me 
laſt night by Capt. met, Aid de camp to Gen, Wentworth, 
when Sir Chaloner Ogle and I were together, deſiring the 
convoy for Rattan being detained, and that a council of war 
ſhould be ſpeedily ſummoned: 

We think proper firſt to inform you, that we look upon 

the reſolutions of the members of the general council of war, 
that aſſembled agreeable to the ſummons and ſignal, and 
which are tranſmitted to the Secretary of State, for being 
laid before his Majeſty, to be the reſolutions ot the general 
council of war, and as ſuch to be conformed to, though you 
declined aſſiſting at the ſaid council of war, ſummoned a- 
greeable to our general inſtructions and uniform uſage. 
But ſeeing it has been your joint requeſt, that the execu- 
tion ſhou'd be delayed, until another council of war ſhould 
be aſſembled, the orders for the delay have been given upon 
your joint requeſt ; but under this proteſtation on our parts, 
that thoſe who have deſired it, muſt anſwer to his Majeſty 
for all ill conſequences from ſuch a delay. 

And we now think proper to ſend your Excellency advice, 
as we have already done to Gen. J/entworth, that the ſignal 
for a general council of war of ſea and land officers, ſhall be 
made on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, to morrow morn- 
ing at 7 o'clock, being Thurſday the 12th of this inſtant 
Auguſt, and, that a barge with an othicer will be in atten- 
dance for you at Paſſage Fort to morrow morning by 6 
o'clock, and we deſire your Excellency will be pleaſed to 

come 
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come and aſſiſt at holding the ſaid general council of war 
on board the Boyne, at 8 o'clock of the ſaid morning ac- 
cordingly, We are, 


Port Riyal, Jamaica, SI R, . 
11 Auguſt, 1742, your Excellency 3 

| moſt obedient humble ſervants, 

His Excellency Gov, T relawney, E. Vernon, 


C. Ozle. 

S I R, 

Have received yours of the 14th, and was glad to find 

mine, incloſing to you a copy of the reſolution of our laſt 
genera] council of war of the 12th, was come to your hands; 
and I return my thanks for the copies you have ſent me of the 
letters from Mr. Stane, to my Lord Cathcart and myſelf, 
of the 2d of October, 1740. 

And I have given the orders you defire to the agent vic- 
tuallers, for ſupplying Mr. Commiſſary Campbell a full pro- 

rtion of proviſions, for four months at whole allowance, 
for ſuch a number of men as he ſhall apply to them for; or 
any farther ſupplies he may want, in purſuance of your or- 
ders, on his making a regular demand for them under his 
hand, to ſerve as their voucher, for charging him with the 
proviſions, - 

By the returns I have had from the ſhips in harbour to 
day, I find, no Americans mentioned to be on board an 
ſhips here, ſo probably, they may be in the Tilbury, or 
ſome other ſhip now our cruizing, and whenever they re- 
turn into port, ſhall ſend them up to join their regiment, as 
you deſire. 

I ſhall have the Ludlow Caſtie, Capt. Stevens, of forty guns, 
and the Shoreham, Capt. Brzderice, of twenty guns, both 
clean ſhips, and ready for proceeding to ſea, in ten days; 
which will be a ſufficient convoy for ſeeing the. tranſports 
ſafe to Carolina, whenever it ſhail be judged expedient to 
ſend any thither, 

had no publick letters by the merchant ſhip lately arrived 
from England, bur have teen publick news papers to the 
22d of June, by which it plainly appears ro me, we are very 
near being upon the point of a rupture with France, his Ma- 
jeſty being mentioned to have guaranteed the treaty between 
his Pruffian and her Hlunga- ian Nlajeſties, which the Elec- 
tor of Saxony is inviied to accede to; and likewiſe, that be- 
tween her Hungarian Nlajeſty, and the King of Sardinia z 
which, together with haſtening bis S rroops to Hun- 
ders, and ordering his {{2nzverian 70005 to take the feld, 
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are to me plain indications that our Royal Maſter expects a 
rupture with France. 

And as we have advice of the Che/ter being ſafely arrived 
in England, I flatter my ſelf, before this month be out, 
we ſhall be favoured with the ſignification of our Royal 
Mafter's pleaſure, the ſureſt rule for our future conduct. I am, 

Boyne, in Port Royal harbour, SI R, 


Jamaves, , nd. your moſt obedient 
Hon. General }Ventworth. humble ſervant, 
9 E . V. eruon. 
By, &c, 


1 Have received both your letters, of the a29th of July, 
and Auguſt 5, and am well pleaſed with your diligence, 
in the execution of your orders, and the deſcription you have 


ſent me of Baracoa. 


The Sea-hor/e took off the Tortuga, the middle of Juh, a 


Spaniſh ſcooner, with the Spanyh Colonel, and part of his 
regiment of dragoons of Almanza, which with that of infan- 
try of Portugal, failed from Porto Rico, in Fuly, bound to 
Baracoa, under convoy of two of the Guiapuſcoa compa- 
ny's ſhips that were a part of thoſe that engaged with the £- 
tham ; but they, I believe, muſt have paſſed by before you 
got to your ſtation; and as the Spaniſb Colonel has ſaid, they 
expected horſes to be ready for them at Baracoa, for mount- 
ing his regiment of dragoons, it will be neceſlary to be bet- 
ter informed, before J can give my orders in what you men- 
tion; eſpecially, as we have alarms, of the Spaniards having, 
in ſmall embarkations, made a delcent on Georgia, and that 


by the lateſt advices, things have an appearance of a ſpeedy 
French war. 

But having at different times had accounts of Engliþ 
ſeamen being at Port Francois, from prizes brought in there 
by the Spaniards, or otherwiſe, and that it has been a prac- 
tice with the Governor of Cape Frangers, to ſend the ſaid 
Engli/b ſeamen home to France, in their ſhips : 

You are hereby required and directed, upon theſe my or- 
ders coming to your hands by Lieut, Saunders, in the Eliza- 
bethTender,immediately to diſpatch down to me the Spy Sloop 
(for my having her ſpeedily cleaned for the Carolina expedi- 
tion, if that be found neceſſary,) and to proceed your ſelf with 
the Adventure, and Elizabeth ſloop to cruize off port Frangois, 
and to ſend with the Elizabeth tender into port Frangors, an 
officer that can ſpeak French, with a letter from you, demand- 
ing all bis Majeſty's ſeafaring ſubjects there, being delivered 


to you; as it has been all along my conſtant practice, even 
d 


| 
\ 
( 


0, 


to ſend up to them ſuch of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's ſca- 
faring ſubjects, as have at any time, or on any occaſion, 
come to ſtand in need of it in this iſland. 

And for the better enabling you to perform the above- 
mentioned ſervices, you may continue your cruize to the 
15th day of September next, And you are to uſe your beſt 
diligence in inquiring, at what particular parts thoſe Spaniſh 
forces aformentioned were landed. For H. Given on board 
the Boyne, in Port Royal harbour, Famaica the 17th of Au- 


guſt, 1742. 
E. Vernon, 
To Capt. Law: of the Greenwich, 


B 5 Se. 
(Apt, Laws, being 2 — into port ſince the foregoing 
order was ſigned, you are therefore hereby required and 
directed, on receipt hereof, carefully to put the ſame in exe- 
cution. For c. Given on board the Bene, in Port Rayai 
harbour, Jamaica, Augu/t 21, 1742. 
E. Vernon. 


To Capt. Draper of the Adventure. 


By, Oc. 
you are hereby required * directed, with the Elizabeth 
tender under your command, to make the beſt of your 
way up to windward, through the capes of the windward 
paſſage, for looking out for Capt. Laws in the Greenwich, 
to windward of Cape Nicala, were you are to uſe all poſſible 
diligence for finding him, and delivering him the orders you 
have from me, for him, and then to put yourſelf under his 
command, and obey all ſuch orders as he ſhall give you for 
his Majeſty's ſervice. For Sc. Given on board the Bone, 

this 17th of Auguſt, 1742. 

To Lieut. Saunders, appointed to com- E. Vern. 

mand the Elizabeth (loop tender. 


SIR, 
] Have received yours of this day by Capt. JYentworth, and 


the men of your regiment on board the Graſton ſhall be 
landed at CH, on any day that you ſhall deſire it. 

The intelligence I have had by the return of the Se2/:>/;, 
from St, Jago, I am at preſent connecting together for our 
future conſideration at our next general council of war, 
which [I believe you will agree with me, thould be held up- 
on the full of the moon, whether we haye advices from Eng- 
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land before, or not; for on this occaſion, I have nothing 
that has the face of a publick letter, but one from the Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty, to acknowledge having received my 
letters by the Prince Frederick and Briſtol. 

I find the forces from Porto Rico, together with the con- 
voy, all went into Sr. Jago, a midſhipman (releaſed from pri- 
ſon there) calls them ſixteen hundred men, and ſays, the re- 
port there was, that if they had arrived before our return to 
Jamaica, their delign was to have made a deſcent on the 
north tide of Jamaica, and that they hope yet for a favour- 
able occalion for it | 

As the ſhips and {loops there are ſaid to be bound, part to 
the Havanna and La Vera Cruz, and part to Carthagena, 
I amin want of ſhips to pur to ſea after the full moon, and as 
the Grafton is the beſt I have to depend on, for a ſhort 
cruize in the neighbourhood of this iſland, I ſhall be obliged 
to you for ordering it ſo, that ſome other detachment might 


be ready to embark to ſupply their places, unleſs you intend 


theſe may reimbark again after the review, my intent being 
only to employ her very near this iſland. But if they are to 
be changed, then it would be aconveniency to embark thoſe 
to ſucceed thera upon the landing thoſe of your regiment at 
Cheljes. 

As I think it will be of importance to diſpatch the Sheer- 
ne/s home, as ſoon as we have ſtood the brunt of this full 
moon, I beg the favour you would have your letters, to go 
by her, reacy the 3d of September at night. I am, 


28 Aug, 1742. I 5 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. General ///entworth. E. Vernon. 
81 | 


E2 Eneral J/entworth having wrote to me to be acquainted 

with the day fixed for the Sheerneſs failing for England, 
informed him yeſterday of my intention to diſpatch her for 
England, upon the full of the moon, and delired he would 
have his letters for going by her ready by the 3d of September, 
at night, which I thought proper to ſend your Lxcellency ad- 
vice of, and to deſire you would likewiſe have ſuch letters as 
you intend ſending by her, ready againſt that time, 

The advices I have had by the return of the S-ahzr/e, from 
her cruize oft St. age de Cuba, have, amongſt others, de- 
termiped me to difpatch the Sheorne/s away then, whether 
v/e bave any freſh advices from England, or not; for on this 
Occalion, by the Lr, I have nothing that has the appear- 
ance 
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ance of a publick letter, but one from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, to acknowledge having received my letters by 
the Prince Frederick and Bri/el. 

The principal part of the information of Mr, Scatt, the 
midſhipman, releaſed from impriſonment at St. Jags de Cu- 
ba, is that the convoy with the troops from Porto Rico, are 
arrived at St. Fago de Cuba, and he ſays they have ſixteen 
hundred regular forces, and that the report there was, that if 
theſe reinforcements had arrived before our return to Ja- 
maica, their deſign was to have made a deſcent with them 
from thence on the north (ide of Jamaica, and that they 
hope yet for a favourable occation for it. 

I believe your Excellency will judge this information a pro- 
per precaution for your giving all neceſſary orders, for your 
fort at Port Antonio being put in the beſt condition for de- 
fence, as that would probably be their firſt view, on think- 
ing they had an opportunity tor it. 

And as the enemy are receiving reinforcements, at a 
time we have no news of any coming hither; and our 
ſtrength is leſſening by great deſertions, (as well as death) 
which I mentioned to your Excellency at our laſt council of 
war, they were much favoured in, by profligate punch-houte 
keepers being guides to them, through the two paſſes into 
Liguanea, the one by Mr. Ripley's, and the other called the 
Old Spaniſh Path, which as I look on to be of the molt 
dangerous conſequence to the ſecurity of this iſland, to have 
them frequented, or not timely taken care to be well guard- 
ed, I then took the liberty to recommend to your Excellency 
the inſpecting them, and placing guards to prevent any fu- 
ture intercourſe that way, and conlidering how they could 
be beſt defended, which, I was perſuaded, Gen, JF entweorth 
would give you all neceſſary aſſiſtauce in, on your deſiring it; 
and believed the neighbouring gentlemen would not refuſe 
the uſe of ſome outhouſe, tor ſheltering a guard to be kept 
there, at your Exceilency's tequeſt. 

And I have mentioned to Gen. //entiwrth, that I believe 
he will agree with me, it would be for his Majetty's ſervice 
to hold another general council of war, on the full ot the 
moon; andlif he approves of it, I will rake care to lend your 
Excellency timely notice of it, 1 am, 


King ftin, Jamaica, 81 R, ; : 
29th Ag. 1542, your Excellency's moſt 
obedient humble fervant, 
His Excellency Gov. T relawney. F. Varun, 
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81 


H Aving communicated your letter of the 29th inſtant to 

Sir Chaloncr Ogle, in which you are pleaſed to ſay, you 
join in opinion with me, that a council of war ſhould be held 
about the time of the full moon, to deliberate upon what is 
to be done at the preſent conjuncture: 

Sir Chaloner Ogle upon conſidering with me to day, the 
intelligence come to hand ſince our laſt general council of 
war, we are of opinion, that the convening of the ſaid general 
council of war ſhould not be delayed, longer than the time you 
have approved of, And having pitched upon Saturday the 4th 


of Sep:embey tor a proper time for the ſame being held, this 


comes to give you early advice, that on Saturday the 4th of 
September, the ſignal for a general council of war of ſea and 
land officers will be made on board his Majeſty's ſhip 
Boyne, who ſhall be kept where ſhe now rides off the hoſpi- 
tal, for the mutual conveniency of every one to repair to aſ- 
ſiſt at the ſaid general council of war, by eight o'clock that 
morning, and we defire you will be pleaſed to bring Mr, 
Blakenecy, with you, 

A barge with an officer ſhall be in attendance for you, ei- 
ther at the King's Wharf, at King /{on,or at the New Heſpital 
Wharf, or wherever elſe you ſhall deſire,; the like notice and 
ſummons will be ſent to Gov. Trelaiwney, and a barge with 
an otficer will be at Paſſage fort, or the King's hoſpital, that 
morning in attendance for his Excellency as he may deſite. 
We are, 

Niggi, gig 32, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
1742. ZE. Vernon: 


C. Ogle. 


P. S. The detachment of your regiment on board the Graf- 
ten is ordered to be landed at Chelſea to morrow morning, 
and the Lieut. coming up with them is directed to take 
down the detachment ordered in their room, which you 
will be pleaſed to give the neceſſary orders in. 
Hon. Gen, Wentworth, | 

SIR, 
1 Have received yours of this day, and will take care to have 

2 barge in attendance at Mr. Manning's wharf on Satur- 
day morning for Mr. Blakeney as you deſire. 

I entirely agree with you, Sir, in ſentiments, that all per- 
ſonal animoſity, or even the appearance of it, ſhonld be laid 
aſide, when the publick intereſt is at ſtake, and hope I have 


made it the conſtant rule of my actions. And ſhould on 


this occalion have paid a regard to the inclinations of Mr. 
Tre- 


( 165 ] 

Trelauncy, on your approval of it, to have appointed it at 
the S-uth-ſea houſe, (though I know of no regular way of 
ſummoning one, but that directed by our inſtructions) though 
that was liable to inconveniencies to myſelt, and might be 
much more ſo to our proceedings, as I have only there all 
my papers and maps at hand, we may have occaſion to have 
recourſe to, if a ſurprizing incident, which I am per- 
ſuaded had not then come to your knowledge had not pre- 
vented it, 

But Sir Chalzner Ogle, being under proſecution at the 
inſtance of Governor Tr-/awney, for an aſſauſt at our laſt 
meeting at his houſe ; am perſuaded you would think me, 
Sir, greatly to blame to ſummons him to a meeting within 
his juriſdiction, and will therefore think following the pre- 
ſcribed rule the more prudent on this occaſion, 

As to the exchange of the ſorces on board the Boyne, that 
ſhall be on any day you deſire it, and you judge very rightly 
that I ſhould be far from diſapproving of having a greater 
number of ſergeants and corporals, to the proportion of 
men, to replace thoſe now on board, I am, 

SIR, 
14 your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen. Wentworth. E. Vernon. 


SIR, 
] Received your Excellency's letter of the ; iſt of Auguſt 

laſt night, owning the receipt of my letter of the 29th, 
and of the joint letter from Sir Chaloner Ogle and me of the 
30th, and I have received an anſwer by Gen. Wentwarth's 
letter of yeſterday, that he will aſſiſt at the council of war, 
to be aſſembled on board the Boyne, a Saturday morning with 
Mr. Blakeney. 

And as a juft regard for the ſecurity of this valuable iſland, 
his Majeſty has confided the care to your government, muft 
neceſſarily be a principal conſideration with us, in regard to 
it's weak ſtate, for defence of itſelf ; I perſuade myſelf on 
recollection you will be pleaſed to favour us with your com- 
pany to aſſiſt at it. | 

Probably on reflecting on what has paſt ſince our laſt 
council, your Excellency will judge with me, I could not 
ſummons the council of war meeting but agreeable to my 
general inſtructions, which were then ſhown your Excellency. 

But however you may determine, I will at all events have 
an officer with a barge in attendance for your Excellency at 
bx o'clock at Paſſage Furt, Saturday morning, and the _ 


King ſion, Aug. 31, 
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nal will be made on board the Boyne, at ſeven, who lies as 


near as ſhe well can that way, for our aſſembling at eight 
o'clock. I am, | 


1ſt pr. 1742. your Excellency's 
molt obedient humble ſervant, 
To his Excellency Gov. T relawney, E. Vernon. 
By, Oc. 


W Hereas you have already had my orders, for having your 
ſhip in readineſs for ſailing for England, with diſ- 
patches of importance for his Majeſty's ſervice, which you 
are ſpeedily to be diſpatched away with, after the general 
council of war to be held on board the Bone, on Saturday the 
4th inſtant: 
 Youare hereby required and directed to have his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Sheerne/s, under your command, in readineſs for 
ſailing on Monday, the ſixth of September next, and to have 
your victualling completed to three months, and to be with 
me on Sunday evening, for receiving my diſpatches for his 
Grace the Duke of New:a/?/e, his Majelly's principal Secre- 
tary of State, and others. 
And as ſoon as you ſhall have received from me my diſ- 
patches for the Secretary of State, according to the impor- 


tance of the ſervice, you are not, at your peril, to loſe 


any time in proceeding to ſea, but are ſtrictly required and 
directed to make the beſt of your way with them to England, 
and to endeavour for Spithead, as the neareſt port, for your 
riding up poſt with them, or to the firſt port you can fetch 
in the channel, from whence you are to go up immediately 
poſt yourſelf, with my diſpatches for the Secretary of State 
2nd admiralty; going directly firſt to the Secretary of State, 
to deliver your letter to his Grace the Duke of Newca/tle, 
and wait for knowing his pleaſure, before you proceed to 
deliver any other letter whatever; and when the Secretary of 
State has done with you, you will proceed to deliver my 
letter to the Earl of J/inchelſea, firſt Lord Commiſſioner 
of the Admiralty, and then that to the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, writing into the board, for their Lordſhips directi- 
ons for your further proceedings, and taking particular care 
to leave ſuch orders behind you, as no letters go aſhore, 
till you can have delivered your letters to the Secretary of 
State, in Other reſpects referring you to the directions in 
my former general orders. For &c. Given on board the 
Lyne, in Port Royal harbour, famaica, this 2d of Sept. 1742. 


Jo Capt. Ward of the Sheerneſs, E. * 
| = 
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| By, &c. 

WW Hereas you are now cleaned, and completely fitted for 
the ſea, as the long ſince intended convoy for the 
tranſports, that are preparing to put to ſea under your convoy: 
You are hereby required and directed to hold yourſelf in 
readineſs for failing the inſtant you ſhall have an account, 
that the ſaid tranſports are ready to proceed with you, and 
to be immediately preparing ſailing orders for all the tranſ- 
ports, that are to go under your convoy, and to make the 
ſignals, for the ſaid maſters, for knowing when they can 
be ready to fail with you, and giving out your failing in- 
ſtructions to them, for their obſerving your ſignals, and 
keeping you company ; and as I ſhall give my general orders 
for your conduct, and government, ſealed, to be opened 
when you are without the keys of Port Royal, Famaica, 
you are to come to me, for them, the day before your ſaid 
convoy ſhall be ready to fail, which you will facilitate all 
you can; and let me know as ſoon as you can, when you 
judge they will be ready to fail with you, that I may get the Spy 
ready if I can, for proceeding with you under your orders. 
And whereas your former orders were only to complete 
your victualling to three months, you will now complete 
your victualling to four months, if you can ſtow the fame; 
ſo as to keep your ſhip in condition for ſervice. For Ec. 
Given on board the Bayne, in Pert Royal harbour, Famaica, 

this 6th of September, 1742, 


To Capt. Broderick of the Shoreham. E. Virnan. 


My Lord Duke, 

Y lalt to your Grace were of the 5th and 8th of Au- 
guſ/t, by Capt. Trevor, duplicates of which accom- 
pany my preſent letter to your Grace. 

Having on the roth of Auguſt received a joint letter from 
Gen. Wentworth, Mr. Blateney and Gov. Trelawney, deſir- 
ing the Rattan convoy might be delayed failing, who were 
to have ſailed the next day, and that another council of war 
might be ſpeedily ſummoned, on conſulting Sir Chaloner 
Ogle upon it, I gave the orders for the delay deſired, and 
we joined in the ſummons for the council of war being held 
accordingly on board the Boyne on the 12th, and I ſend 
your Grace incloſed copies of their joint letter of the roth 
and ours of the ſame date in anſwer to it, and for ſummoning 
them to the ſaid council, which was accordingly held, on 
board the Hun, on the 12th, and you have alſo incloſed a 
copy of the reſolution of our ſaid general Gouncil of _ 
1 an 
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and what they were pleaſed to deſire to be annexed to it, and 
I diſpatched the Rattan convoy to ſea the next morning, be- 
ing the 13th of Auguſſ. 

And Mr. Parſons, who brought me the letter from Mil- 
liam Bull, Eſq; from South Carolina, acquainting me he pro- 
poſed failing on his return back to Carolina, on the 14th in 
the morning, I delivered him the 13th in the evening, my 
letter to Lieut. Gov. Bull, which I ſend your Grace here- 
with a copy of, and a copy of my orders for his Majeſty's 
ſhips, incloſed in it, and ſent Mr. Bull likewiſe a copy of 
the reſolutions of our ſaid general council of war, of the 
x2th of Auguſt; and having deſired Mr. Parſons to ſet me 
down in writing ſome account of their preſent ſtrength, and 
ſituation of South Carolina, I ſend your Grace a copy of 
the account, he gave me of it, and of ſuch of his Majeſty's 
ſhips as were thenin their harbour, 

Lieut, Fariſb, of the Grafton, having been a priſoner at 
the Havanna, in the beginning of the year 1740, I ſend your 
Grace incloſed a copy of his account of what quarter galleys 
and launches he then obſerved to be at the Havanna, and 
were ſaid to be the remainder of what had been prepared for 
the intended expedition againſt Georgia, in the year 1733, 
when one Savey (now a Lieut, in the. American regiment,) 
was to have been their conductor ; and theſe, I conclude, are 
the fame veſſels that they are now ſaid to be ſer out on the 
ſaid expedition with. 

By a letter from Capt. Tucker of the Fawey, of the 11th of 
Auguſt, by a ſloop he has ſent in here, he informs me he has 
looked into Port Leuis, purſuant to my orders, where there 
were only ten merchant thips, and that by advices from thoſe 
failed from thence, there had been no French men of war 
there for this ſix months paſt, 

Having advice of numbers of Engl; ſeamen being at 
Port Frangois, either from Spaniſh privateers brought in 
there, or otherwiſe, and of the Gov. there being diligent in 
ſending them all to France; I thought it for his Majeſty's 
ſervice to ſend Capt. Laws the orders your Grace has in- 
Cloſed a copy of by one of my {loop tenders, from which 
I have the double view of procuring the releaſe of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, preventing the like practices for the future, 
and gaining a fuller information of the ſituatiòn, entrance, 
and ſtrength of the ſaid port. 

On the 2oth the Greenwich, Capt. Laws, came in here 
with a ſhip, who though pretending to be a French man, he 


had advice both before and fince the capture, of her being 
_ loaded 
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loaded by a Spaniard, and bound to the Havanna, and LA 
Vera Crux, and having wrung the head of his foremaſt 
came himſelf with her. But as the ſloop with the orders 
miſſed of him I am perſuaded Capt. Draper, of the Adven- 
ture, on the orders coming to his hands, will take care to put 
them duly in execution as 1s his duty being next in command. 

The 20th of Augu/t threatened us with ſome appearances 
of a hurricane; but, I thank God, it did not come to that, 
though it was a hard gale of wind, with heavy ſhowers of rain. 

On the 25th of Augu/?, returned into port Capt. Durell 
in the S-ahor/e from cruizing off St. ago de Cuba, under the 
orders I had ſent him to ſea with, both for the better ſecuri- 
ty of our homeward-bound fleer, under the convoy of the 
Strafford, and endeavouring to procure the releaſe of Capt. 
Wilts, from whom I hoped to receive the moſt material 


| advices for his Majeſty's ſervice. And I now fend your 


Grace incloſed a copy of Capt. Durell's orders, and the let- 
ter I ſent by him to the Governor of St. Fags de Cuba, with 
the ſaid Governor's anſwer to it, returned to me by Capt. 
Durell; by which you will ſee they have thought proper to 
deſtine Capt. /Y31l;s and his mate, Mr. Duany, to be ſeat to 
the Havanna and there comes alſo herewith a letter from 
the Governor of St. Tage de Cuba to the Spaniſh Colonel 
of dragoons, Don Alonzo de Arcos y Merena, who was ſent 
to En:land in the Straſferd. 

I ſend your Grace likewiſe incloſed a copy of a material 
information from Mr. Score, a midſhipman of the Sleerne/s, 
who has been a priſoner with them ſince January latt: and 
as your Grace will ſee in that information, that Mr, Duany 
was for the ſecond time pur to the torture, in his preſence, 
in order to compel him to ſupport fore falſe acculation a- 
gainſt Capt. Lyllis, it is no ſurprize to me, they ſhould not 
releaſe fo greatly injured a gentleman, that the injuries and in- 
juſtice done him may be kept, as long as they can, concealed 
from the world. I am forry the example of a contrary be- 
haviour, on my part, to all Span; priſoners, cannot have 
procured a change ia their brutal behaviour to our priſoners. 
But I ſhall, however, perſevere in purſuing the ſeatiments 
of humanity : that, I am pertuaced, is molt agreeable to the 
ſentiments of our Royal Maſter, and molt for his Majeſty's 
honour and ſervice. And [I believe, on reading the whole 
information, your Grace will think I have judged right, in 
fiſhing for the beſt evidence I could procure, by means of 
this pretence of an exchange of priſonets. 


* And 
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And as Iam inclined to think they have naval ſtores to carry 

to the Havanna, as well as the maſt ſhip, and have lately 
had an account of Capt. Bedlow, one of our coaſt traders, 
that five hundred ſeamen were ſent from Carthagena, on the 
1th of Fuly laſt, in a Biſcay ſnow and a ſloop, for the Ha- 
vanna; I am inclined to think this looks like their ſquadron 
at the Havanna being ſpeedily to be refitred for going home, 
or on ſome expedition; but as I conceive they may be ſtrait- 
ned for money at home, my judgment leads me to think, 
they may be deſigned to leave the Havanna, for going home, 
between this and November next, before the Norths ſet in. 
This account of taking this maſt ſhip from New England is, 
that ſhe came in amongſt them fix days before they made 
Porto Rice, and that ſhe run in amongſt them without their 
chaſing her, and was taken without the ceremony of firing a 
gun at her; and I wiſh, from this conduct, ſhe was not 
heartily inſured. 
Mr. WWagex+, a merchant of one of the beſt characters 
here, having favoured me with a paragraph of a letter he re- 
ceived from a merchant of good character in South Caro- 
lina, and dated a day later than thoſe I received from Lieut, 
Gov. Bull, I ſend your Grace copies of Mr. Wordcoc#'s let- 
ter and of the paragraph of that from South Carolina incloſ- 
ed, as I find this gentleman's ſentiments on that expedition 
very agreeable to my own. | 

And judging theſe intelligences of importance for his Ma- 
jeſty's information, I have determined on forwarding them 
to your Grace by the Sheerneſs, as ſoon as we have 
Hood the brunt of this full moon; and have accordingly, on 
the 28th of Augu/?, wrote to Gen. Wentworth, to deſire he 
would have his letters ready to go by her, by the 3d of S-ptem- 
ber at night, and the next day to Gov. T relawney, to the ſame 
effect; adviſing them of the ſhips and forces from Perto Rice 
being arrived at St. Jago de Cuba, and adding, that I believe 
he would agree with me, it would be proper we ſhould hold 
a general council of war upon the full moon, and that I was 
collecting all my informations for being laid before them. 

The Lark, Capt. Waring, with the two naval ſtoreſhips, 
I thank God, arrived ſafe here on the 28th of Augu//, and 
had learnt in their paſſing by the leeward iſlands, that they 
had felt ſome effects of a hurricane this new moon there; but 
as they only ſent a boat aſhore at St. Chriſtopher's for intelli- 
gence, in their paſſing by, only heard two or three ſhips had 
been drove aſhore there, | 
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I am in hopes the Spaniards at St. Jags de Cuba will ob- 
ſerve their uſual precautions of not putting to ſea till the 
next full moon being paſt, and the ſun having paſſed the 
equinox ; and I am hurrying all I can to have ſufficient of 
my crazy ſhattered ſhips for putting to ſea before that time, 
for endeavouring to intercept thoſe going both tor tlie Ha- 
vanna or Carthagena. 

The Ludlow Caſtle and Sharebam, both clean ſhips, and 
deſtin'd for the convoy of any troops, that may from future 
intelligence be judged neceſlary to be ſent to South Carina, 
I cannot think of appointing to any other ſervice, till a fu- 
ture council of war thould adviſe it. But as we hear as yet no 
ſubſequent advices from South Carolina, I hope, according 
to Mr. Wrogę's opinion as well as my own, that the ſpeedy 
aſſembling of the northern ſtationed ſhips will have diſ- 
perſed that cloud already. 

As I have received no letters from your Grace on this oc- 
caſion, and it being now ten months ſince my receiving the 
laſt from your Grace, I cannot but impariently wiſh for that 
honour and favour. And having heard by private letters, 
that the Chefter, with our letters from Porto Bells, paſſed 
by Plimouth on the 26th of Zune laſt, I live in daily hopes 
it cannot be long before I am honoured with that favour, by 
ſome ſhip or veſſel, ſent out expreſs on that occalion, as 
there is now ſufficient time clapled ſince for ſuch a one's ar- 
rival here, 

Gen. I/entworth, in his letter to me of the 29th of Au 
guſt, joining in opinion with me, that a council of war ſhould 
be held about the time of the full moon, to deliberate on 
what is to be done at the preſent conjuncture ; immediately 
after, on conſulting with Sir Chaloner Ogle on the ſeveral 
intelligences received, we joined in letters to Gen, ent- 
worth and Gov. T relawney, dated the 3oth, deſiring them 
to aſſiſt at a general council of war on board the Bzyne, on 
Saturday morning the 4th day of Setember; and I fend your 
Grace incloſed a copy of our letter to Gen. //*niworth, 
that to Gov. Trelawney bein of the fame tenor. 

On the firſt of S-ptember arrived here a ſchooner from 
$5415 Carolina, with two letters from Lieut. Gov. Bull, of 
the 2oth and 24th of Tub, and an affidavit of one Stephen 
Beulen, of the 14th of July, who left Mr. Ogletharpe on the 
7th, two days later than the former ; copies of all which I 
lend your Grace incloſed, and ſhall detain the Sheerneſs to 
Monday the 6th, for bringing your Grace incloſed the co- 
pies of our reſolution of our counc' of War of Saturday nex: 


the 4th inſtant, 12 And 
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And J am glad to acquaint your Grace he ſent me like- 
wile incloſed two letters, one from the officer of the train, 
and the other from the maſter of the Suſanna ordnance 
ſtoreſhip, who vas anchored ſafely at Black River, on this 
ifland, in the niddle of May, and afterwards of the weſt 
end of it, and contrived to loſe the ifland afterwards, and 
ſtraggle through the gulph of Bahana, and prowidentially at 
jaſt to get ſaſe to Brunſwick on Cape Fare River in North 
Carolina; and I ſend copies of thoſe letters to the board of 
ordnance ; and had a pleaſure to find by them that the YVeſu- 
vins fireſhip had on the 20th of June got ſafe through the 
gulph with my letters for your Grace; which I doubt not 
now are come ſafe to your hands, having eſcaped the princi- 
pal danger in paſſing by the Span iſb ſquadron at the Havanna. 

To my great ſurprize, I was on the 3d inſtant ſummoned 
to attend a trial of Sir Chaloner Ogle, for an aſſault, at the 
ſuit of Gov. Trelawney, who was himſelf the only evidence 
to prove it; and having in my hand a copy of Gov. Trelaw- 
ney's narrative, I found his evidence given upon oath to be 
nearly in ſubſtance the ſame as his narrative, rather given 
more inconſiſtently, if poſſible ; ſo muſt take the liberty to 
jend your Grace now incloſed a copy of the faid narrative, 
now proved to be his upon oath, by his evidence; and by 
my letter to your Grace of the 5th of Augu/?, you had my 
relation of the particulars, which have been the fubſtance of 
my evidence at the trial, which you have likewiſe to accom- 
pany this letter, in the duplicate of my letter to your Grace 
by the Strafford; and will, I am perſuaded, hear on all hands 
that Gov. Trelawney himſelf was fully proved to be the ag- 
greſſor, both in firſt applying the injurious words to Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle, and drawing his ſword upon him in his own 
houſe, as my eyes were employed in watching the motions of 
Gov. Trelawney, now evidenced by himſelf to have tranſport- 
ed himlelf to a rage, that put him beſides his ſenſes ; and in- 
deed nothing but ſuch a ſuppoſition can excuſe him, on his 
pretended ignorance of what was ſo notoriouſly manifeſt, 
makes it the leſs extraordinary he ſhould chooſe to reſt all 
upon his own evidence, and would not call in for the evi- 
dence of any of his ſervants, that could not be ignorant he 


had his iword drawn, one of them being ſaid to have his fin- 


ger cut in their getting away his ſword from him. 

On the 4th I held the general council of war, on board 
the Hoyne, where the abſence of our inexperienced, flighty, 
pathonate Governor gave us leiſure for a long, calm, and 
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us; and though we came together in differing ſentiments, 
we calmly, and as become officers, reaſoned ourſelves into 
the unanimous reſolutions that I now ſend your Grace in- 
Cloſed the copy of; and have the pleaſure to acquaint you, 
that though it took us up the whole day, we mer and parted 
with great civility. 

Gov. Bull's letters mentioned ſome ſucceſſes Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe had over the Spaniards, and a private letter bein 
brought us, expreſſing particulars, before we ſeparated, I 
thought proper to ſend your Grace the copy of that part of it ; 
though, if true, your Grace will doubtleſs have had earlier 
intelligence of it, Begging your Grace to excuſe all incor- 
rectneſs in regard to the hurry of buſineſs I have on my 
hands, and being obliged to make uſe of two hands in your 
Grace's letter, by my ſecretary having been for ſome days ill 


of a fever. I am, 
My Lord Duke, 
your Grace's moſt devoted 
and obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/le, E. Lernen. 


SIR, 

HAVE received your letter of this day's date; and when 

I acquaint you that I am ſummoned to attend a trial of 

Sir Chaloner Ogle to morrow morning, at Spaniſh Tin, for 

offences, I know he never committed, I am ture you can- 

not but agree with me, I ought not to alter the place of ſum- 

mons on board the Boyne, on Saturday morning; and have 

wrote to Gov. Trelawney, why I think he ought not to ex- 
cuſe himſelf from attendance, 

I will not fail to return on board the Be, for holding 
the ſaid council of war, at eight o'clock on Saturday morn- 
ing, and there ſhall be barges in attendance for you and 
Mr. Blakeney both at the Suh Sea houſe and King's wharf; 
and ſhould Mr. Trelawney retuſe paying obedience to the 
ſummons and ſignal, I am perinaded our zeal for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice will, by mature deliberation, prevent that 
ſuffering from his abſence. I am, 

8 1 R, 
your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant. 
E. Vernon. 


Boyne, Pit Reyal harbour, 
Jameica, Sept. 6, 1742. 


Xirg lion, Sept, 2, 174 
Hon. Gen. Wntworth. 


SIR, 


* 


JH Defunce, Capt. Lire, one of my ſixty gun ſhips 
that is refitted and Will be reaiy to put to fea, for 
che 
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the preſent ſervice, on Thurſday morning next, having at 
preſent none of your forces on board, and being greatly ſhort 
of complement ; | 

I muſt beg the favour you will be pleaſed to order her an 
immediate ſupply of a detachment of ſixty men, including 
officers, for going on board her on Wedneſday, and the 
boats ſhall attend to take them off wherever you ſhall direct. 

Be pleaſed to let your letters be on board the Sheer neſi to 
night, as ſhe will be under fail before it is day to morrow 
morning. I am, | 

SIR, 


B Sept. 6, 1742. . 
9 your moſt obedient 


Hon. Gen. Wentworth. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon, 
BE 


HIS comes only to incloſe to you the copy of the re- 
folutions of our laſt council of war. 


And to acquaint you, the Shoreham, Capt. Brodrick, ap- 


pointed to command the convoy, is ready to put to fea, and 
the Spy intended for the ſaid ſervice will be ready in two or 
three days, either to accompany him or follow him, as ſhe 
can ſoon come up with the convoy. I am, 
i=; ſton, Se: 7 81 R, 
e your moſt obedient, 
Hon. Gen, I/*twerth. humble ſervant, 

: E. Vernon. 

S I R, 

N the firſt of this month September I received from 
O David Marfpall, maſter of the Fo/eph ſchooner, your 
two letters from Carolina, of the 20th and 24th of Jah, with 
the lincloſed athdavit of Stephen Beedon. 

And I have had a general council of war aſſembled on 
board his Majeity's ſhip Boyne, on the 4th inſtant, in which 
we have maturely taken into deliberation both the advices 
you ſent us and what came by other ways to our hands, and 
have taken ſuch reſolutions on them as, I doubt not, will beac- 
ceptable to you and all under your government; the particulars 
of which will be improper to ſend you an account of by 
this ſchooner, who ſays he deſigns to fail in return to you 
to morrow, for fear he ſhould fall into the enemy's hands, 
and the more unneceſſary, as I ſhall have occaſion to con- 
vey them to you wich fecurity very ſuddenly, when you 
will not only be informed of our reſolutions, for paying a 
due regard to your repreſentations, but to the execution of 
them likewiſe, the moſt material point. - 

| Y 
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My anſwer to your firſt letter by Mr. Parſ5ns, of the 
13th of uguſt, with the orders annexed, for fear they might 
have met any accident in their way, I ſend you a copy 
of, on this occaſion; and have the pleaſure to acquaint you, 
we have been preparing for ſuccouring of you, as occaſions 
might require, ever fince my laſt, my convoy being ready 
for putting to ſea, as I doubt not all will be on the General's 
part in 2 very few days : by which occaſion I ſhall have a 
proper opportunity of communicating all particulars to you; 
and it was with great pleaſure we found, by a letter from 
Mr. David Dias, that the ſuccours from your parts were fo 
ſeaſonably arrived off St. Simon's, and was attended with 
ſuch happy ſucceſſes. I am, | 
.-S LX. 
your moſt obedient, 

humble ſervant, 


E. Jernon. 


Berne, Port Reys] harbour, 
Jaraica, Sept. 7, 742. 


Hon. Milliam Bull, Eſq. Lieut. 
Gov. of South Carolina. 


PE 


42 E R congratulating you on every thing having turn- 
ed out ſo much to your honour and credit, on the ſhame- 
ful attack made on you by the Governor; and with my thanks 
for your care in forwarding every thing below: 

As Capt. //aring called here this morning, to tell me his 
ſhip was placed to your ſatis faction, and that he was going to 
land his guns, agreeable to your orders; 

I thought proper to adviſe you, as ſhe will lye well poſted 
for a defence both of the King's yard and Port Royal town, 
by flanking the defenſeleſs part of it, in caſe of an attack, that 
I would have at leaſt one half of her lower tier of guns left 
in her; as that will clear room enough for the ſweep of the 
capſtones, and have a fuli battery remaining fit for ſervice on 
any emergency requiring it; and for the reſt of the guns, 
that are to be landed at the yard, I think their gun- carriages 
ſhould be landed wrh them, and the ſaid gun - carriages puc 
under a ſhed in the yard, that they may be ready at hand for 
mounting them for the detence of the yard and town, on any 
emergency TCQUITINA if, | 

Iwill have Cape L::rence's orders ready for him againſt 
the evening, for the windward ſtation, and the iſland ſloop 
has my orders, and will go to fea with him to morrow, and 
ine Defance will, 1 hope, be ready to follow him the next 
diy. Asfoon a, I cn got over the writing all my orders and 

| letters, 


1 


1 ms 
— — — 


* 3 I = 2 r 2 
8 + . 4 * — ; T 
0 7 N 1 K 
the a, * - n 4 l > 80 : 
EEES — — — — —— _ — 8 


— 


=. 


OO OE 


— — 
a - 


[ 176 ] 


letters, I will make you a viſit at Port Royal; and pray be 
pleaſed to ſend out the brig whenever it is ready. I am, 


CET I s 3 moſt obedient 
| humble ſervant, 
Sir Chaloner Ogle. E. Vernon, 
By, &c. 


\ Hereas we have had certain advices of ſeveral large Spa- 

nih ſhips, with brigantines, and a number of {loops 
being lately put into the harbour of St. Jago de Cuba, which 
are ſuppoſed to be partly deſigned for Carthagena, and part 
for the Havanna and La Vera Cruz: 

As you are deſigned for lying in the way, for the intercept- 
ing of thoſe that may be bound for the Havanna or La Vera 
Cruz, with his Majelty's ſhip Grafton under your command, 
and the Ludlaw Caſtle and Adventure, whoſe captains have 
my orders to put themſelves under your command, as will 
ſuch others as I may be able to get ready to ſend after you: 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed to ſea, 
with all poſſible diligence, with his Majeſty's ſhips the Graf- 
ton, and the Ludlow Ca/tle and Adventure; and as ſoon as 
you are at ſea, to bear away to leeward, for running down 
to leeward of this iſland, and then to ſtretch over for Cape 
Cruix, on the iſland of Cuba, and to cruize a little to wind- 
ward of the ſaid Cape Cruz for the ſpace of ſeven days, as 
a probable ſtation for the intercepting all ſhips or veſſels go- 
ing for the Havanna or La Vera Cruz ; at the expiration of 
which term, you will ply up to windward, for cruizing off 
St. Jago, for the ſpace of ſeven days, and for meeting my 
windward cruizers, detached under the orders of Capt. 
Laurence of the Tilbury, on joining of whom you are to put 
yourſelf under his command. But, if by any accident you 
ſhould be prevented in that, you are, at the expiration of the 
ſaid ſeven days, with the ſhips under your orders, to proceed 
to the next place of general rendezvous, to windward of the 
eaſt end of this iſland; where you will either join him, or 
continne cruizing in the ſaid ſtation, for the protection of 
our own trade, the annoyance of that of the enemy, and 
lying in the way for my coming up to join you, upon any 
advices of a French war; and if ſuch advices ſhall have called 
me up to windward, you will either find me cruizing for you, 

or ſome {ſhip or veſſel with orders from me for you: but, 
on meeting neither, aſter cruizing in that ſtation for a week, 
you are to return to this port, for my orders for your tarther 
proceedings, 
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All Spaniſh ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are 
to ule your utmoſt endeayours to take, fink, burn, or deſtroy. 
And as to the daring and unauthorized atremptsof the ſub- 
jects of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, perſons, 
or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, you are not 
to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid po ſhips, 
perſons, or effects, wherever you ſhall meet the ſame on the 
ſeas; as you will all ſhips or veſſels going to fupoly his Ma- 
jeſty's enemies the Spaniards with contraband ſtores. For, 
&c. Given on board the Beyne in Part R:yal harbour, Ja- 

maica, this 7th of September, 1742. 
To Capt. Allen of the Grafton. E. Ji nn. 


By, &c. 
\ Hereas ] have had certain advices of ſeveral large Spa- 
niſb ſhips being lately put into the harbour of Sr. Fa- 
g de Cuba, which are ſuppoſed to be partly deſigned for 
Carthagena, and part for the Havanna, and La Fera Cr: : 

As you are deſigned for lying in the way, for intercepting 
thoſe that may be bound for Carthagena, with his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Tillury under your command, together with the 
Defiance and the //{an4 tloop, whole reſpective commanders 
have received my orders for putting themſelves under your 
command : 

You are hereby required and directed, as your ſhip and the 
Hand {loop are got ready for proceeding to tea, to put to fea 
to morrow morning, leaving your orders for the captain of 
the Defiance to put to ſea after you, as ſoon as poſſible, and 
make the beſt of his way to join you, in your firft rendez- 
vous appointed you in theſe orders, to leeward of the Na- 
vaſa, delivering to him your ſaid rendezyous in ſealed or- 
ders, not to be opened rill he is without the keys. 

And as a little to leeward, within fight of the Nr, 
is, in my apprehenſion, the mott probable ſtation for your 
lying in the way to intercept any ſhips or veſſels going from 
St. Fago for Carthagena; you are hereby required and di- 
rected to make the beſt ot your way, after your being got 
to ſea, for beating up into the ſaid cruizing ſtation, where 
you are to continue cruizing for ten days; at the expiration 
of which you will ſtretch over for the iſland of Cuba, taking 
care to be far enough to windward to weather the Formigas 5 
and you will afterwards cruize for a week juſt to windward 
of the harbour of St. Fage, where you may expect, before the 
expiration of that time, to meet my cruizers, that have come 
up from to leeward of this iland; with whom baving con- 
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ferred on the intelligence you have, you are all to return to 
cruize to windward of the eaſt end of this iſland, for the 
protection of our own trade, the annoyance of that of the e- 
nemy, and lying in the way for my coming up to join you, 
upon any advices of a French war; and if ſuch advices ſhould 
have called me up to windward, you will either find me 
cruizing for you, or ſome ſhip or veſſel with orders from 
me for you; but meeting neither, after cruizing there for a 
week you will return to this port ; and the command, on 
this latter ſervice, after your joining off St. Jago, to be in 
you, or the ſenior captain of you detached on thoſe ſervices. 
All Spanyh ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are 
to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, ſink, burn, or de- 
ſtroy. 
| And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation, to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, you 
are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spaniard; 
ſhips, perſons, or effects, wherever you ſhall meet the ſame 
on the ſeas; as you will all ſhips or veſſels going to ſupply 
his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards with contraband ſtores. 
For, Sc. Given on board the Boyne in Port Royal harbour, 
this 7th of September, 1742. / 
To Capt. Lawrence of the Tilbury. E. Vernon. 


SIR, 
] HAVE juſt now received your's by Capt. Wentwerth, 
and was glad to hear the copy of the reſolutions of our 
late council of war, of the 4th inſtant, was ſafe come to 
your hands. As by our lateſt intelligence from Carolina, 
our frigates were maſters of the ſea there, as I know we are 
in theſe parts, I am entirely ſatisfied, that the Shoreham and 
Sey is a very ſufficient convoy for the tranſports going to 
Carolina, and know they are the only veſſels we have ready 
tor the ſea, that can be of any ſervice in thoſe parts; how- 
ever, I will order the Fawey, a forty gun ſhip, to accom- 
pany Capt. Brederick, and ice them ſafe through the wind- 
ward paſſage, for their greater ſecurity. 
have taken care to draw up my inſtructions for Capt. 
Hraederich, conformable to the reſolutions of our council ot 
war; as 1 doubt not, but you will do your's, for the com- 
manding officer of the forces; and hope, they will not 
Hard prejudicing his Majeſty's affairs, by preſuming to act 
contrary to them; which I ſhall recommend to Capt. 
//r4de11ch, not to preſume to do at his peril; and I _ [ 
| ow 
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know him to be ſo prudent an officer, that there will be 
no hazard of it on his fide, 

Being informed of Mr. Savey having ſaid, he had coſt the 
Crown of Britain two millions already, and would coft 
them more, and was going into the Spaniſh ſervice ; I 
thought ſuch traiterous declarations required a ſpeedy reme- 
dy; and I have accordingly taken care to ſtop him, as I 
knew he was agreeing to go off this iſland. I am, 


| SIR 
inc ſion pt, 8. 
< = 20 your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
Hon. General J/antwsrth. E. Vernon, 
By, &c. | 


WV Hereas you are appointed to be one of the convoy to 
the tranſports ſpeedily to pur to ſea under convoy of 
Capt. Brederick, of his Majeſty's ſhip Shoreham : 

You are hereby required and directed to put yourſelf un- 
der the orders and command of Capt. Braderich in the 
Shore haun, and carefully to obey all ſuch orders as you ſhall 
receive from him, and to complete your preſent victualling 
to four months, if you can ſtow the fame, fo as to have 
your ſloop in condition for ſervice, wich all poſſible expe- 
dition for your failing with him, For, Cc. Given under 
my hand, on board the Boyne, in Part Royal harbour, Fa- 
maica, this 8th of Sept. 1742. 

To Capt. Newman of the Spy ſloop. E. Vernon. 


By, Se. 

W Hereas it has been * in à general council of 

war, of the 4th of September, to diſpatch from hence 
a ſuccour of five hundred of his Majeſty's forces, for the 
preſervation of his Majefty's colonies of Caralina and Geor- 
gia, the latter of which was in Fuly laſt invaded, and a 
deſcent made on the iſland of St. Simondt, from ſmall em- 
barkations from the Havanna and St. Auguſtine : 

As you are already fitted for the ſea for proceeding on the 
ſaid expedition, as the Spy, Capt. Newman, will in a day or 
two, for proceeding with you, or following you, whoſe 
Captain has my orders for putting himſeif under your com- 
mand: 

You are hereby required and directed, with his Majefty's 
ſhip Shoreham under your command, together with the 
Spy loop (whoſe Captain has my orders to put himſelf un- 
der your command) to * under your care, 8 
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and convoy, all the tranſports appointed by Gen. Went— 
worth, for the convoying the ſaid ſuccour of five hundred 


: | 
| men to Charles Town in South Carolina, whole names, as 

4 Pas 1, "f — 0 l 0 

i 7 N ob- ſignified to me by the Agent of tranſports, are in the mar 

j and Sab, Sin. 

N 1 And on your arrival there with the ſaid convoy, you are 


bein all reſpects to govern yourſelf as becomes the duty of a 


ef Cnr: . . , 
+. 4.-, prudent and experienced officer, in employing the force 


41/4, under your command, and all ſuch of his Majeſty's ſhips 

„aas you ſhall find there, that are junior ofticers than your- 

of felt; or in Caſe of there being a ſenior officer to you there, 
0 act under his orders in ſuch manner, as ſhall be judged 
in a council of war, to be aſſembled for that purpoſe, molt 
adviſable for his Majeſty's ſervice, and ſor the preſervation 
of the ſaid colonies of Carolina and Georgia, you are ſent 
to excrt yourſelf in the defence of, in ſuch manner as ſhall 
be judged moſt prudent, in a joint council of war, of ſea 
and land officers, to be convened in equal numbers, as 
you, or the commanding officer of his Mzjcity's ſhips, and 
the commanding officer of the deiachment of forces, ſhall 
judge moſt expedient; at which council you are to give 
your advice, for the Lieut, Governor of South Carolina be- 
ing deſired to aſſiſt at it, and on many enterprizes to be under- 
taken at ſea, you will claim it as your right to preſide at 
ſuch councils, and aſſiſt at thoſe for any enterprizes to be 
undertaken by land, on the commanding officer of the for- 
ces deſiring it of you; and give your vigorous aſſiſtance for 
the execution of every enterprize that ſhall be judged by a 
council of war to be for his Majeſty's honour and ſervice, 
and for the preſervation of the ſaid colonies of Cars/ina and 
Georgia and you have together with theſe orders, one of 
my general orders for all Captains of his Majeſty's ſhips, 
ſtationed on the northern colonies, joining and exerting 
themſelves in the defence of his Majeſty's colonies, purſu- 
ant to their general orders. 

And as there is now in Cape Fare river, in North Caro- 
lina, the Suſanna ordnance ſtoreſhip, in caſe you, and the 
commanding officer of the forces, ſhall judge it for his 
Majeſty's ſervice, to make uſe of any of the ordnance 
ſtores on board of her, you are hereby impowered and di- 
rected on joint concurrence with the commanding officer 
of the forces, to direct the iſſue of ſuch ſtores, as may be 
found neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice, and preſervation 
of the ſaid colonies; and at all events, as ſoon as you can 
ſpare her, you will ſend the Spy, or ſome other ſloop, to 

convay 
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convoy the ſaid ordnance ſtoreſhip from Cape Fare river, 
where ſhe now lies, to Charles Tun, in South Carolina, 
for her being at hand, for all ſupplies that may be wanted 
from her, or proceeding with the convoy as his Majeſty's 
ſervice may require, But in caſe, on your arrival at S:uth 
Carolina, it ſhould be found, that ir ſhould have pleaſed 
God ſo far to favour the zeal of his Mjeſty's forces in thoſe 
paris, that they ſhould have entirely repulſed the Spaniards, 
that it ſhould be judged by a general council of war, that 
thoſe provinces of Caralina and Geergia had nothing to 
fear from the Spaniards, and were in ſufficient condition 
for their own defence: 

You are in ſuch caſe, on it's being reſolved in a general 
council of war, of ſea and land officers, that thoſe provinces 
had not any thing more to apprehend from the Spanzards, to 
uſe all poftible diligence for your returning to this port, 
with the tranſports and forces under your convoy; which 
the utmoſt ciligence will be requiſite in, if there ſhould 
come any advices of a French war, in regard to the ſecurity 
of this valuable iſland, which is of the utmoſt importance 
to his Majeſty. 

And you are carefully to cultivate a good underſtanding 

with the commanding officer of his Majeſty's land forces, 
as from ſuch a friendly union of councils and meaſures, as 
ought to ſubſiſt between the officers and ſervants of our 
Royal Maſter, the ſucceſs of his arms is moſt ſecurely to be 
relied on; and that the want of ſuch ſucceſs may not in 
any ſort be to be attributed to fo unjultiftable a cauſe as 
diſſention amongſt the Crown's own officers, you are hereby 
ſtrictly enjoined to furniſh no juſt occaſion for it, as you 
will anſwer the ſame at your peril. 
The merchants having petitioned for a convoy through 
the windward paſſage, I have appointed Capt. Tucker, of 
the Fowey, to fail convoy to them, on Monday the 13th 
inſtant, and ordered him, in caſe you ſhould fail at the 
ſame time, to accompany your convoy, as far as your way 
ſhould lie together, and to pur himtelf under your orders 
for that time, if he ſails before you, and to cruize in the 
windward paſſage for the ſpace of ten days, after his part- 
ing with his convoy, for the greater ſecurity of your convoy 
of tranſports, in cate of their ſtraggling far trom you. 

In other reſpects you are to conform to the particular di- 
rections in my tormer general orders in regard to his Ma- 
jeſty's enemies. 


Lou 
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You are likewiſe required and directed to receive on 
board Capt. Arthur Forref, and his ſervant, and victual 
them as you do your ſhip's company, having appointed 
him to the command of the Hawk ſloop. 

In caſe you find it neceſſary, from the enemy's having 
maintained a footing in any of his Majeſty's colonies, to 
ſend me immediate advice of it, you will diſpatch to me 
the Hawk, or Spy ſloop, with the fulleſt advices of the ſi- 
tuation of affairs in thoſe parts, together with the com- 
manding officer of the forces letter to the General, for our 
conſidering what may be further neceſſary for his Majeſty's 
ſervice. - For, &c, Given under my hand, on board the 
Boyne, in Port Royal harbour, Jamaica, this 8th of Sep- 
tember, 1742. 

To Capt. Broderick, Commander of his E. Vernon. 

Majeſty's ſhip the Shoreham. 


81 ; 
Yy OUR letter was brought to me laſt night by Dr. 
Hume, at whoſe houſe I now am; and had you, Sir, 
ſignified your inclinations to me, for Col. Durore taking 
his paſſage in the Shoreham, I ſhould have directed it as you 
deſire; but having on the 8th given my orders to Capt. 
Broderick for the receiving Col. Haldane, as an old ac- 
quaintance of mine, and one who for his many amiable 
qualities is in high eſteem wich many friends of mine, who 
have recommended him to my good offices, and for receiv- 
ing Major Forre/ter, as one he was inclined to oblige him- 
ſelf, and Capt. Forrefl, as going to the command of the 
Hawk ſloop, you will plainly perceive, Sir, there can't 
now be any deſireable accommodation for Col. Durere a- 
board his ſhip ; but as the Spy, Capt. Newman, is ready to 
fail with him, and ſhall have no one elſe ordered on board 
her, and as Capt. Newman is a good officer, and well bred 
_ gentleman, if Col. Durore pleaſes, I will order him and his 
ſervants a paſſage in her. 

Affidavits having been made of the traiterous expreſſions 
uttered by John Savey, alias Savy, which had betore come 
to my knowledge ; I ſhould have thought it in me a betray- 
ing the intereſts of our Royal Maſter, if I had not laid 
hold on him, to prevent his putting ſuch his traiterous 


threatnings into actual execution; which I think he was go- | 


ing the ready way for, in having agreed for his paſſage, and 
put his things on board the brigantine Martha, James Blythe 


maſter, bound to Carolina; and as he is in deteſſation in 
Car 0 Ina,, 
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Carolina, and ſaid to be under a ſentence of death for a 
murder there, no one can think he would go there purely 
to be hanged : And each one knowing the preſent informa- 
tions we have of the Spaniards neighbourhood to that pro- 
vince, may eaſily conceive, he can't take a properer courſe 
for deſerting to the enemy, as he has declared his traiterous 
intentions for, than by going to them that way, where he 
may judge his informations to be of moſt preſent ſervice for 
them, and of moſt dangerous conſequence to the intereſts 
of our Royal Maſter. 

Lieut. Lowther will this day put into your hands a co 
of the relation that has been brought me of their proceed- 
ings, wherein is a piece of intelligence from a French trader 
on the coaſt, of a French ſquadron being coming to Port 
Francais, where they are to be joined by a Spaniſb ſquadron 
with more troops, and then to come to attack Jamaica. 

I believe you, Sir, remember at our laſt general council 
of war, that | mentioned to the council, on the appearances 
of the Spaniſb ſquadron being prepared to leave the Hawan- 
na, that I thought they could have but two intentions in it, 
the one for coming to meet a French ſquadron, in order 
jointly to attack this iſland ; or to be going for Eurape, with 
what treaſure they could have collected together; and that 
as I thought the French in no condition now to ſend a ſqua- 
dron here, and that money was much wanted in Spain, I 
thought they were bound home, and for that reaſon was de- 
ſirous of haſtening the SHeerneſ home; and I mentioned 
then, that had been a propoſition of Marquis D' Antiz when 
he was here, and from that ſuppoſe this French trader has 


work d up this ſtory to pleaſe the Spaniards, and ferve the 


intereſts of his trade. 

Capt. Broderick has all his orders and directions from me, 
agreeable to the reſolutions of our laſt council of war; and 
they are delivered to him ſealed up, as you deſired, for his 
opening them when he is without the keys of Port Royal; 
and I think I can anſwer for his prudence and reſolution, in 
the due execution of them. And having all he wants from 
me, he is ready to put to fea the inſtant the tranſports with 
the troops ſhall be ready to accompany him, and has had his 
ſignal our, for all the maſters coming to receive his orders 
and inſt ructions for their kceping company with him. 

I am | 
or fat, &. 10 3 
9 10, SIR, 
your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen, I iniworth, E. Vernon, 


SIR, 
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8 I R Chaloner Ogle and T have read over your letter, juſt 

now brought me by Capt. Douglaſs; as we had together 
before Mr. Vernon's letter to you by Capt. Douglaſs, which 
was agreeable to both our ſentiments. And having read 
over together the letters from Gov, Tier, and the incloſed 
copies of the firſt advices from Carolina, which have been 
conſidered in two councils of war already; and Lowther's 
report of what he had heard from a Spaniard, at ſecond 
hand from a Frenchman trading at Coclee; we are clearly of 
Opinion, they furniſh no ſuthcieat foundation for conver- 
ing of a council of war, and can hy no means approve of 
it; and think delays to the ſpeedy execution of our laſt ge- 
neral council of war to be of greateſt prejudice to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, and that we ought not to conſent to the con- 
vening a new one, till the other has been put in execution 
eſpecially as our laſt reſolution is, to prepare at all events 
for a French war, which we are doing the utmoſt in our 
power for. 

Orders are given for the exchange of the forces on board 
the Rippon, though your notice came almoſt too late for any 
preparation for it. 

And we are clearly of opinion, there is no right in any of- 
ficer to claim a paſſage in the men of war, though, through 
accuſtomed civility, it is ſeldom refuſed, when deſired as 
ſuch: And if Col. Durere has an inclination to go in the 
Shereham, as well as thoſe that have orders for it, the like 
orders will not be refuſed him, We are, 


ort Reyal, Sept. 81 R, 
5 — * your moſt obedient 
humble ſervants, 
Hon, Gen. Wentworth. E. Vernon, 
C. Ogle. 


SIR | 

Received your Excellency's letter laſt night, with the two 

incloſed from Mr. Slaughter and Mr. Ripley, which I re- 
turn you incloſed as you deſired. 

I have myſelf rid by the houſe of Mr. Slaughter in the 
River Courſe, and purſued that paſs as far further as I could 
on horſeback ; and have been at Mr. Ripl-y's, both theſe 
houſes being above and below that one paſs called the Ri- 


ver Courſe; and Mr. Ripley, in his letter, explains to your 


Excellency, the courſe of the other pals which I mentioned 
to you by the ſame name, as he does the O14 Spaniſh Paſs, 


through one or other of which, many of our deſerters have 
1 been 
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been conducted by ſome of the profligate punch houſe- 
keepers. 

I have always mentioned to your Excellency, that I look 
upon Liguanea, in which 1s inciuded the town of King ſdan, 
and by ſecuring the channel by 7/7115 Print, may be 
included the harbour of Kingſton, to be the natural and prin- 
cipal ſecurity of this iſland, and it's principal mazazines of 
proviſions and merchandize, which well deierves your con- 
ſideration to guard all paſſes into it, as Hrant Bay, and 
many places to leeward, are places for landing an army, and 
marching to King/t;n, without attempting the harbour by 
ſea; and I believe thoſe paſſes, on being viewed by perſons 
of judgment, together with Nac Fort, and that by the Fer- 
ry, might be ealily made defenſible at very little expence. 

And the ſecond natural bulwark and citadel of *Famaica, 
I take to be Sixteen Mile Wat, by the deſcriprion I have 
had of it; which, I think, ſhould be timely conlidered of, 
how to render the paſſes into it irmpregnable, which I ap- 
prehend to be matter of little charge too, 

As I can have no view in this advice, but ſecuring to his 
Majeſty ſo valuable an illand, and ro the gentiemen who 
have eſtates in it, the preſerv ation of their property, I am 
perſuaded you will excuſe my baving frequently mentioned 
it to you, as deſerving your con:ideration, I am, 

Sept. 12, 1742. 8 
your Excellency's moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, 


His Excellency Gov. Trelawney, E. Vernax. 
S I R, 


] HAVE received yours of the 11th, and before I had re- 

ceived it, I had ipoke to Capt. Zr:derick to give Col. 
Durore a paſſage with him in his ſhip if he cetired it, 
though I think he can't be io well accommodated there, as 
he might in the Spy, or in the trantports; and I know no 
reaſon why he had not an order for it, but that he never ap- 
plied for it; nor did I ever xnow any thing of his intention 
to go into the Sh:reham, but trom your letters; and as [ ſhall 
be at Port Reyal this evening, I ſhall give Capt. &rid.rict 
an order for receiving him as deſired. I am, 

Sent. 12, 1742: 81 R, 

your moſt obedient 
humble fervint, 

Hon, Gen. I int wer. Z. Vern. 


Aa By, 


"— wp ww 
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By, Oc. 

W. Hereas I have had information of ſome ſhips, and ſe- 

veral ſloops, and a brigantine, being in the harbour 
of St. 7ago, bound as was faid, part for the Havanna, and 
La Vera Cres, and part for Garthagena, for the intercept- 
ing of which, I having flips moving to their appointed ſta- 
tions, both to windward and to leeward ; and for your being 
in the way of intercepting them going to Carthagina, in 
caſe they thould paſs my windward cruizers ; you are hereby 
required and directed to put to fea with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, and as ſoon as you ſhall be without the keys, you are 
to ſtretch over directly for the main continent, as your fall- 
ing even to leeward of Carth:gena will put you ſooner in 
the way of intercepting them, or ſome other of the enemy's 
trade bound for that part, than by loſing time to beat to 
windward on this coalt ; and on your getting off the Playa 
Grande, you will ſtand well in, to obſerve whether any of 
the ſaid ſhips or veſleis are yet got in, as it appears by Capt, 
Dennis's journal none were got in on the zd inftant ; and 
you are to continue cruizing off Carthagena, or any ſtation 
thereabouts, that by ſubſcquent intelligence you may judge 
more proper for the intercepting them, or any of the ene- 
my's trade coming or going from Carthagena, to the 1oth 
day of Odtaler next, when you are to return for this port, 
for bringing me the bell intelligence you can have procured 
on the faid CrutZe. 

And on your ſtretching over from the coaſt, you will keep 
as far to windward as you can, till you get into the latitude 
of this iſland, for your being in the way of falling in with 
me or my crwzers, in caſe a French war, or any other e- 
mergency, may have cauſed my putting to fea before your 
return; and after being got into the latitude of this iſland, 
not to make fail to leeward in the night, tor not paſſing by 
me, or my cruizers, unobſerved : But if in the courſe of 
your cruize, you ſhou'd mcer with any intelligence, that 
appears material for my information, you will, in ſuch caſe, 
make the belt ot your way , for peedy informing me with it. 

All Spanh ſhips and veſſels you ſhall mect with, you are 
to ulc your utniolt endeavour to take, fink, burn, or de- 
ſtroy. 

And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 


ſubjects 3 any nation to cover and protect the {hips, perfons, . 


or efiects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spuniar!s, you are 
not to permit the fame, but to ſeize the ſaid Span .ards ſhips, 
perlons, or cltects, wherever you ſhall tid the taine on the 

lcas, 
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ſeas, as you will all ſhips and veſſels going to ſupply his Ma- 

Jelty s enemies the Spaniards with contraband ſtores, For, 
Given on board the Boyne, in Port- Rizal harbour, 

Je this 13th of September, 1742. 

To Capt. Colterell, of the Lian. E. Fernan. 


IN, 

Hing patched up cruizers ſufficient to ſupply the ſtati- 

ons to windward and to leeward of S/. Far, which are 
at fea under orders for that purpoſe, agreeable to the reſolu- 
tions of our laſt council of war of the 4h inſtant, and got 
the convoy to ſea with the ſuccours, I may congratulate you 
on our having done all that was judged proper for us in our 
preſent ſituation : And having Capt Cztire! in the Lu, 
clean ſhip, ready for putting to ſea on Friday next, who is 
under orders for cruizing off Carthagena for a ſhort time, 
to be in the way of intercepting. any ſuccours of men or 
proviſions going there from St. Tags, it they thould eſcape 
my windward cruizers, for by the Experiment, I xnow none 
was arrived there on the 3d inſtant; fo hope my windward 
Cruizers got to fea in N for laying in their way 

But as the Lian, Capt. Catterell's thip, is greatly weakned 
by ſickneſs and deſertio on, oo latter of which amounts to 49 
on this cleaning, I am under a neceſſity of applying to you 
to enlarge the detachment of ſcldiers now on board the 
Lion, ot Brigadier Bliteney's regimenr, from 47 to 9o, an 
addition of 43 more than he has at preſent. 

And as I have the Dep:ford ſtoreſhip going on the lame 
day for New E gland, I muſt beg che favour of your at- 
ſiſtance of a 1 2 corporal, and eighre:n men tor her, 
ail my ſhips being reduced fo low, as co have no ſeamen to 
ſpare from them. 

And Capt. Anight, of the St. Alan's, now a clean ſhip, 
who bas at preſent none of your torces on board, I mutt 
detire a preſent ſuppiy for him, of lixty men, to enable me 
to iend her to ſca. 

I am forry [ have occaſion to mention to you, that on 
Capt. Iutſon's going to fee what guard was kept at the 
Rock Fort, there vas no one ch ere. Or in the fort: but the 


centry upon duty, 2! o uck folgiers in the fort. 
1 


[ thal all ſoon have he Cremes and 4 Deut teady for 
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give the leaſt credit to them myſelf, I am for enquiring care- 
tully into them as if I did, and ſhall be equally preparing a- 
gainſt them, as if | believed them to be true, and have ad- 
vited Gov, Trelawwney to inſpect and guard the paſles into 
Lrgunea againſt all ſurprize, as a prudent precaution for 
the ſecurity of this illand, and which, if it had been timely 
done, would have prevented many delertions from his Ma- 
jeity's ſervice, 

have engaged the merchants of King/7on to undertake 
for the educating the four [ndian boys, brought from Cale- 
doma by the Experiment, Capt. Dennis, which I am per- 
ſuaded you will think to be the moſt probable means of 
their becoming ſerviceable to the commercial intereſt of his 
Myjeity's ſubjects. Lam, 


7 — P >> ' ; 8 I R, 
57 , 1 ort Rryva. harbou 7 
77 — thi Sh . $ roy your moſt obedient 
Ny 
1 humble ſervant, 
Hon. Gen. ILVentworth, Z. Vernon. 
S. IX. 


HAVE the opportunity of writing this to you by Capt. 

Fatel, of his Majeſty's ſtoreſhip the Deptford, going 
to load ſtores for the navy for New England; and as it is to 
be apprehended, he may have his men ſeduced from him in 
your province by the temprations of high wages, and other 
unju'i1fable practices complained of, as ſhe. will be a very 
rich ſhip when loaded with the produce of your government, 
I muit recommend it to you as of great conſequence to his 
M-zjeity's ſervice, (not only as her cargo is to enable his 
Majeſty to put his fleets to ſea, for the protection of the 
trade of his ſubjects, but likewiſe that it's falling into his 
enemy's hand, would be a great means to enable them to 
diſtreſs us) that ſhe ſhould go well manned from your pro- 
vince for her de :fence; and | muſt therefore beg the favour, 
you will aſfiit him to the utmoſt of your power, for his go- 
ing to fea well manned accordingly on his going for Englund. 

12 glad I can acquaint you, I have got to ſea the ſuc- 
cour of 509 land forces, under the convoy of the Sh 
and Sy, the only ſhips I had then in condition for ſea of a 
proper draug nt of water for going over their bars, which 
was the largeſt ſuccour We were in condition for paring i in 
the tattered condition of _ fleet, and low condition of our 
army, at a time the enemy have lately received a reinforce- 
ment arrived at $8. aps, and that we ſeem to have reaſon 
to expect daily advices of a French war. 


From 
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From the accounts I have of your good ſenſe and ſolid 
gment, as well as zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice, I flatter 


myſelf of your paying a juſt regard to my recommendation 
to you, for the preſervation of his Majeſty's ſtoreſhip the 
Deptford, and am 

Boyne, in Pert Royal harbour, Your Excellency's moſt 


Jamaica, Sept. 15, 1742. obedient humble ſervant, 
To his Excellency Gov. Shirley, E. Vernan, 
at Baſtan in New England. 
8 IR, 


] AM glad I can acquaint your Excellency, that the mer- 

chants of King ſtan, on it's being recommended to them, 
have agreed to take upon them the care of the education of 
the four Indian youths, for their being brought up in a ſo- 
ber education, and inſtructed in ſuch method, as may ten- 
der them moſt uſeful to the enlargement of our trade in theſe 
parts, which I flatter myſelf from ſuch care they may be 
rendered very ſerviceable to. And doubt not, but your Ex- 
cellency will think it reaſonable to recommend it to the aſſem- 
bly when they meet, to defray the expences ſuch merchants 
may be at, for ſuch their generous care in their education. 

I find upon the late condemnation of a prize taken by 
Capt. Laws, there ſeems to appear a ſtrange extenſion of 
power by our neighbours che French, in favour of the Spa- 
niards, . think little ſhort of levying an actual war upon his 
Majeity': ſubjects, a French commiſſion being given to a 
Span:ard, going with a ſhip and cargo belonging to Spa- 
niards, and armed in warlike manner, and witn a commit- 
ſion to make war upon his Chriſtian Majeſty's enemies, pi- 
rates, or others; and when he was taken, his guns were 
loaded in an extraordinary manner, and every thing prepar- 
ed for aclion, if the ſuperiority of the force had not de- 
terred him from it. I am enquiring into the circumſtances 
of this extraordinary affair; for it's being a ſubject of future 
conſideration, whether Freucb ſeamen, acting under a Spa- 
nifh Captain, and in a Spar; thip, ſhould not be deemed 
priſoners of war, had they actually engaged, as they nad 
prepared for it, I think ic would have been out of doubt 
with me. One thing I am fure is exceeding plain, that they 
are daily increafing in all torts of artifices for covering and 
protecting the thips, perſons, or effects of his Majeſty's 
enemies the Spaniurds, I am, 

Bye-, Hebt. 8, 1942. Sir, your Excellency's moſt 

odedient humble tervant, 
His Excellency Gov. Trelau ney. E. Vernon. 
By, 
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W Hereas through your leaving your ſtation ſooner than 

your time, and through inadvertency of others, my 
orders to you of the 17th of Auguſt did not come to your 
hands, as my directions in them, in regard to demanding 
our E;gliſh ſeamen from Port Francois is as yet left unexe- 
cuted, they are now annexed to this order, and made a part 
of your preſent orders : 

And there having been reports ſince, though not ſeem- 
ingly well founded, of a ſquadron of French ſhips being 
coming into theſe ſeas, and ſaid to be intended to come to 
Port Frangois, in order there to be joined by a Spanih 
ſquadron, and then jointly to come and invade this ifland : 

As it is of conſequence to his Majeſty's ſervice, that I 
ſhould certainly be informed what truth there may be in it; 
you are hereby required and directed to get your ſhip ready 
for the ſea with all poſſible expedition, and your proviſions 
completed to three months, and immediately to put to ſea, 
and make the beſt of your way off Port Frangois, on the 
northſide of Hiſpaniela, where you are to uſe your beſt en- 
deavours for particularly informing yourſelt if any ſquadron 
or ſquadrons of ſhips of war be arrived in the ſaid port; and 
if you find they are, to inform yourſelf the beſt you can of 
their number and ſtrength, and make the beſt of your way 
for bringing me the earlieſt intelligence of it; and that you 
might not paſs by me in the night, in caſe any advices of a 
French war, or otherwiſe, ſhould have called rae to ſea, 
you are not to make fail to ieeward in the night, after your 
being paſt Cape Dona AHaria, in your way down here. 

But in caſe you do not find any ſquadron of men of war 
in Part Francois, or any certain advice about any ſuch ſpee- 
dily coming there, you are then carefully ro execute my 
orders to you of the 17th of Aut in regard to Englifh ſca- 
men: For your aid in which, Lieut, Saunders in the Elixa- 
beth tender will have my orders to put himſelf under your 
command, and continue under your orders for the preſent 
cruize; and you may, on not meeting with any material in- 
telligence for my ſpecdy information, continue cruizing to 
windward off Port Francois, or off Monto Chriſto, for the 
ſpace of fourteen days, when you are to return to this port 
for my further orders, looking carefully out tur me in your 
way. 

All Span; ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are 
to ufe your utmolt endeavors to take, tink, burn, or de- 


ſtroy. 
2 And 
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And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation to cover and protect the ſhips, per- 
| ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Span:ards, you 
are not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid ſhips, per- 
ſons, or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, 
wherever you ſhall find the ſame on the ſeas; as you will all 
ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with going to ſupply his 
Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards with contraband ftores, 

But on meeting with any of the Guarda Caſtas of his 
molt Chriſtian Majeſty, you are carefully to preſerve with 
them that good correſpondence that ought to ſubſiſt be- 
tween otficers in the ſervice of princes in amity with each 
other. For, c. Given under my hand on board the 
Boyne, in Port Royal harbour, Jamaica, this 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1742. 

To Capt. Laws, of the Greenwich. E. Vernon. 


By, Ee. 

WHereas there have been reports, though not ſeemingly 
well founded, of a ſquadron of French ſhips being 
coming into theſe ſeas, in order to join the Sparyh ſquadron, 

and jointly to invade this iſland : 
As it 1s of conſequence to his Majeſty's ſervice, that I 
ſhould be certainly informed what truth there may be in it: 
You are hereby required and directed to get your ſhip 
ready for the ſea with all poſſible expedition, and your pro- 
viſions completed to three months, and immediately to put 
to ſea, and make the beſt of your way off the harbour of 
Port Louis, where you are to ſtand cloſe in, for being ful- 
ly ſatisfied, whether there be any ſquadrons of ſhips of war 
in that harbour ; and if there be, you will inform yourſelf 
the beſt you can, of their number and ſtrength; and on 
finding any ſuch ſquadron there, or meeting with any cer- 
tain intelligence of any ſquadron or ſquadrons of ſhips of war, 
being coming to the ſaid port, you are to make the beſt of 
your way for informing me of it; and leſt any advices might 
have called me out to fer, that you may not paſs by me, 
you are not to make fail to !eeward in the night, after your 
being paſt by Cape T iber--n; and in caſe of meeting me at 
ſea, you wiil make the beſt of your way to join me, with 
the advices you have procured: But, on not finding any 
ſquadton of thips of war argved there, or any advices about 
them, you will in ſuch caſe cruize to windward of. Port 
Louis, and as high up as Cape Alta Vela tor fourteen days; 
at the expiration of which term, you are co return to this 
re, for my orders fur your further proccedings. All 
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All Spaniſb ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are 
to uſe your utmolt endeavour to take, fink, burn or deſtroy, 

And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 
ſubjects of any prince to cover or protect the ſhips, perſons, 
or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, you are 
not to permit the ſame, but to ſeize the ſaid ſhips, perſons, 
or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, wherever 

u ſhall find the ſame on the ſeas; as you will all ſhips or 
veſſels you ſhall meet with going to ſupply his Majeſty's ene- 
mies the Spaniards with contraband ſtores, 

But on meeting with any of the Guarda Coſtas of his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, you are carefully to preſerve with 
them that good correſpondence that ought to ſubſiſt between 
officers in the ſervice of princes in amity with each other. 
For, Sc. Given on board the Boyne, in Port- Royal har- 
bour, Jamaica, this 18th of September, 1742. 

To Capt. Dennis of the Experiment. E. Vernon. 


SIR, 

U PON dining with Sir Chaloner Ogle to day, we have 
taken into conſideration together, the two laſt letters 

you favoured me with, of the 16th and 20th. 

And we heartily condole with you, for the increaſing fick- 
neſs amongſt your forces, which we are in hopes there will 
ſoon be a ſpeedy check to, as the preſent month is reckon- 
ed the laſt of the ſickly months; ſo that we ſhall be every 
day growing into a ſeaſon of weather more favourable to 
European conſtitutions. 

We ſhall carefully avoid all applications to you for a fur- 
ther ſupply from the forces under your command, but where 
the neceſſity of his Majeily's ſervice require it, through the 
diſability of his Majeſty's ſhips, ſo greatly reduced by ſick- 
neſs and deſertions ; and where that becomes neceſſary, we 
are perſuaded you will be pleaſed, in having his Majeſty's 
forces under your command employed in diſtreſſing his 
enemies in the only manner in which we are in condition 
for it at preſent. 

We were pleaſed to find you added the weight of your 
advice to the Governor for the expediency of giving a pro- 
per attention to ſecuring the paſles into Liguanea, which if 
it had been done already, many of our great deſertions 
would have been prevented, ſeamen being even now ſaid 
to be ſo plenty on the north ſide of this ifland, that the 
merchant ſhips there pick and chooſe, and even refuſe good 
{camen, | 4 
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As it has been Sir Chaloner Ogle and my fate to have 
been on ſervice in this iſland before, we believe in the low 
condition of your forces at preſent we may venture to aſ- 
ſure you, it would not be poſſible to prevent an enemy, 
that ſhould come here with a force to be ſuperior to us at 
ſea, from commanding a landing at pleaſure, between Port 
Merant harbour and Cow bay; and that, in thinking to pre- 
vent it, the greateſt danger would be, of having thoſe troops 
cut off from a retreat into Lignanea; the preſervation of 
which, we think, ſhould be our preſent view; and we have 
conſulted and formed our diſpoſition for defending the rown 
of Port-Royal, and the King's yard and ſtores there, as long 
as they can be defended; and for ſecuring the channel by 
Muſquetto Point, in caſe any ſuch unhappy event ſhould 
happen, as the enemy's coming to attack us, with a ſuperi- 
or force by ſea; and without their being ſuperior to us at ſea, 
think we have no reaſon to fear any attempts from them. By 
our lateſt advices from Por! Francais, and Port Louis, there 
was no French men of war in either of them, and we have 
now the Greenwich and Experiment under orders for going 
off thoſe two ports, for ſending us the earlieſt advices of 
any ſquadron of the enemy's ſhips, or others coming to re- 
ſort to either of them; and having our cruizers now poſted 
both to the windward and leeward of St. Tage, are certain 
the north tide of this iſland is in great ſecurity at preſent, and 
apprehend there are no parts can be defended there, but 
Port Antonio, St. Ann's harbour, and Lucia. 

We are glad we can acquaint you, the merchants of Xing- 

on have, on it's being recommended to them, undertaken 
for the education of the four Indian youths, in ſuch manner, 
as may beſt promiſe for their becoming ſerviceable to the im- 
proving the commerce of his Majeſty's ſubjects, The two 
Frenchmen are now on board the Boyne, for our future con- 
ſideration, what may be proper to be done in regard to them. 

And do entirely agree with you, that the Spaniards, who 
came voluntarily to ſerve as guides, for conducting your 
forces to Panama, ſhould have a due care taken of them, 
eſpecially as their becoming volunteers to ſerve his Majeſty 
on that expedition, has (as Lieut. Lowther informs me) been 
the occalion of their being outlawed both in theſe ſeas, and 
the record ſent home for outlawing them in Spain. 

We have conſidered the complaint ſent to you by Briga- 
dier Frazier, and to prevent any occalion of complaint of 
the like nature for the future, have determined on imme- 
diately iſſuing the general orders > ay you incloſed a co- 
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py of; and as ſoon as Capt. Draper returns into harbour, 
from his preſent cruize, under Capt. Allen's command, that 
complaint ſhall be particularly eaquired into. We are, 
Sept. 20, 1742. 81 
| your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Hon. Gen. IVentworth, E. Vernon, 


| C. Ogle. 
SIR, 


SI Chaloner Ogle and I, having met this evening, to 

read over together our letters from his Grace the Duke 
of Newca/ile, are perſuaded you will be of opinion with us, 
that it would be prudent to hold a general council ot war, to 
conſider of the propereſt methods for putting our orders in 
execution; and we ſhall therefore propoſe to you, for your 
approbation, our holding a general council of war on board 
the Bryne, on Tueſday morning next, at 8 o'clock; and up- 
on your ſignifying your approval of it, I will order barges 
to attend for you and Mr. Blakeney at King/ton, the hoſpiral, 
or wherever you deſire, and ſend notice of it to Gov. T re- 
lawney, and appoint a barge to attend for him at Paſſage 
Fort, and have the ſignal flying by ſeven o'clock on Tueſday 
morning, for our mecting by eight o'clock on Tueſday morn- 
ing, Or any other day you ſhall chooſe. We are, 

B ne, Sept. 22, 1742. 81 R, 
your moſt obedient 
humble ſervants, 


Hon, Gen, IY-ntworth. E. Fernon, 
C. Ogle. 
81 


1 HAVE juſt now received yours by Capt. Ventibortb); 


and as the ſupplying the numbers of lieutenants and non- 
commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, wanting to complete 
the ſhips to be left with Sir Chaloner Ogle, and complet- 
ing the independent companies, were a previous ſtep, 
ſeemed to be ordered you, before you could know 
what force you could have to carry home, and a prudent 
conlideration how to do it from the Americans; we imagin- 
cd, that would have been beſt conſidered together with the 
other points referred on a general council, where thole of 
Ruttan, and the neceſſary orders to be ſent to thoſe at Caro» 
ina, might, together with other minute affairs, had a fuller 
confideration, in a full aſſembly: for I think it ſhould be 
avoided as much as poſſible, to have occaſion of ſending any 
but unſerviceable Americans back to their own continent; 
-pprchending they principally leſt it to ſeek a new habitation F 

an 
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and which I imagine moſt for the advantage of the Crown 
and kingdom; and theſe were principal motives with Sir 
Chaloner Ogle and me, in propoſing to you meeting on 
board the Boyne, on Tueſday morning next, in a general 
council; as our advice to you in any ſhape, either in a full 
body, or a more ſelect number, will, I apprehend, be beſt, 
before you form a diſpoſition, 

The Duke of Newca/tle intimates, he apprehends 1090 
or 1500 men will be wanting to complete the ſhips with Sir 
Chaloner Ogle; in which, I believe, he conjectures right ; 
and probably the independent companies may want four hun- 
dred, or more; and then, if you are to ſend orders for fill- 
ing up Oglethorpe's regiment from thoſe ſent to Carolina, I 
believe you will have very few or no private men to carry 
home with you. As I write this in a hurry, from a friend's 
houſe, where I only came for a day's airing and a little exer- 
Ciſe, [ have only to add, I will be on board the Boyne, to ex- 
pe& your company, whenever you delign me that favour, 
and will deſire Sir Chaloner to be fo too: but I think conſi- 
dering it, in the manner we propoſed to you, would be moſt 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, and your's too ; and mult defire you 
would excuſe what may be amiſs in ſuggeſting my thoughts 
to you ſo much in a hurry, I am, 

8. 
| your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. Wentworth. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


I HAVE juſt now received yours by Mr. Nallace, who 

has a letter from me to Capt. Amght, to deſire he 
would admit the exchange of the forces, now on board his 
ſhip, for a like number of others, in the manner you ſhall 
deſire. 

I have this morning again read over my letter from his 
Grace the Duke of Nerocaſtle, and am clearly of opinion, 
there is nothing ia it that diſſolves the coriſtitution of a coun- 
Cil, that was eſtabliſhed by his Majelty's inſtructions; for the 
diſſolving of which, I apprehend, his Majeſty's orders would 
be neceſſary. 

And I think the maturely conſidering how the Rattan ſet- 
tlement is to be ſupported, and what orders are neceſſary to 
be ſent to the forces ſent to Carolina, both in regard to 
what might be done againſt St. Augu/time, as well as what 
orders might be proper to ſend for completing Mr. Og/-- 
#horpe's regiment out of them, before their being ordered 

Bb 2 kome, 


September 14, 1742. 
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home, are eſſential points for his Majeſty's ſervice, to be 
conſidered of in the council, aſſembled by his Majefty's 
inſtructions; and that a prudent care in what is to be 
done in regard to the American regiment, ought likewiſe to 
be conſidered in the faid councils, beſides ſeveral other af- 
fairs of leſſer importance; and am of opinion, this council 
ought to be held before you can properly make any diſpoſition. 


The Secretary of State's letter, indeed, ſays nothing about 


Rattan or the ſuccours ſent to Carolina; but the reaſon for 
that is very obvious, becauſe he had then heard nothing 
from us about them ; but what we did in it was in confor- 
mity to his Majeſty's inſtructions, which require our ma- 
turely conſidering how they ought to be ſupported. 

Having much buſineſs on board to day, I ſhall not be at 
Port- Royal till to morrow evening, for giving neceſſary or- 
ders there, and ſpending the Monday conſulting with Sir 
Chaloner Ogle on what ſhips I ſhall leave with him, deſigning 
to leave him as ſtrong as poſſible I can; which I judge for 
his Majeſty's intereſt, in regard to the many important ſer- 
vices recommended to him. I propoſe to fail tor England 
in the Boyne, ſome time in Obey ; and ſhall, I believe, eaſe 
Sir Chaloner of ſuch ſhips as could only create expence, 
without view of being of any ſervice. The Morceſter, I 
think, I ſhall appoint convoy to the trade, and the Defiance 
to the tranſports, if they cannot be ready when the next con- 
voy to the trade fails ; and that ſhip I propoſe for your accom- 
modation likewiſe. 

But as I have long thought, I could be of more ſervice at 
home than here, I am determined to proceed with all con- 
venient ſpeed. I am, | 

SIR, 


your moſt obedient 
Hon. General Wentworth. humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon, 
SIR, | 


1 PON the unhappy calamity befallen the T:/bury, I am 
writing the general orders for my diviſion as follows. 

Whereas the fatal calamity befallen ro his Majeſty's ſhip 
the Tilbury, through the drawing of rum in a cloſe cabin, 
requires the utmoſt circumſpection for preventing ſuch me- 
lancholy calamitics for the future: 

Lou are hereby required and directed to give out the 
ſtricteſt orders to all officers and others under your command, 
ior prohibiting the drawing of rum, or any other ſpirituous 
5407s, on board his Majeſty's ſhip under your command, in 

7 any 
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any other part of the ſhip but upon the open deck; under 


the penalty of caſheering, for any officers preſuming to do the 
ſame, and exemplary puniſhment to any private man, For, 


* 

Which, I deſire, you will pleaſe to iſſue to yours accord- 
ingly. 

Having much buſineſs to day, I can't get to Peri- Royal 
till to morrow evening, when I ſhall ſtay all Monday there, 
having many affairs maturely to conſider with you. I am, 


eyne, Sept, 25, 1742, [ R, 
e your moſt obedient, 
Sir Chaloner Ogle. bumble ſervant, 
E. Vernon. 


4 Avieg had a meeting to day with Sir Chaloner Ogle, as 

I mentioned to you, we have read over together your 
letters of the 24th and one of the 25th, and have duly con- 
ſidered our reſpective orders from his Majeſty's Secretary of 
State the Duke of Newca/tle; from whence we cannot con- 
ceive the lealt grounds for what you ſuggeſt ro be your 
thoughts, that the council, mentioned in his Majeſty's in- 
ſtructions, ſubſiſts no longer; the contrary of which rather 
appears very plain to us from the following expreſſions in 
Mr, Vernon's letter, viz. © Bur, as I could have no particu- 
„% lar orders to fend you from his Majeſty, till the King 
* ſhould knowthe ſucceſs of the expedition againſt Panama, 
e which, after it was determined at Jamaica, was neceſſa- 
tily to be undertaken, without waiting for directions from 
© hence.” 

And as weare of opinion, that had his Grace known any 
thing of what had been reſolved in the ſaid council, either in 
regard to Rattan, or the ſuccours ſent to Caralina, he would 
have both expected and directed, that we ſhould have met in 
council, to have maturely confidered all that was neceflary 
to be done in conſequence of our former reſolutions. 

And as we are clearly of opinion, that council, eſtabliſhed 
by his Majeſty's inſtructions of the 1oth of Fuly 1740, 
Kill ſubſiſts, ſo we are, that it is for his Majeſty's ſervice, 
that we ſhould meet in the ſaid general council, to conſider 
of what would be further neceſſary to be done, in regard to 
the reſolutions of our former councils of war, about ſettling 
Rattan, and ſending the ſuccours for the preſervation of his 
Majeſty's colonies of Carelina and Georgia; and think the 
neceſſary meaſures, for cultivating that good correſpondence, 
opened with the Caledonian Indians, is another point, fit — 

* 
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be conſidered of in the ſaid general council, which we propoſe 
to you accordingly, for to be held on board the Boyne, on 
Friday next, the firſt day of October, when a barge or barges 
will attend for you and Mr, Blakeney at King /ton or the ho- 
ſpital, as you ſhall deſire ; and we ſhall, on your approval, 
ſend the ſame notice to Gov. Trelawney, and be glad we 
may meet at 8 o'clock that morning; being fully perſuaded, 
a few hours ſpent in mutually communicating our reſpective 
orders, and deliberating on the moſt effectual meaſures of 
ſerving his Majeſty, in conſequence of them, would be 
both the ſhorteſt and ſecureſt way of pleaſing our Royal 


Maſter, in the due execution of what he hath recommended 


to us. 

His Majeſty's views for the ſecurity of this iſland, we 
find, has graciouſly extended to directing you, to complete 
the eight independent companies, out of your private men. 

And the Duke ſays, that his Majeſty thinks a certain num- 
ber of marines ſhould be left on board, and remain there, 
under the command of the Admiral; and that the King has 
directed him to ſend you the neceſſary orders for that pur- 
poſe; and that the number of theſe marines is to be pro- 
portioned to the number of ſhips that will be left by Mr. 
Vernon with Sir Chaloner Ogle; and ſuppoſes, that a thou- 
ſand or fifteen hundred men will be as many as can well be 
diſpoſed in the ſhips that will remain in the Veſt Indies; and 
afterwards ſays, you have orders to leave two lieutenants to 
each marine company. 

We, having maturely conſidered the many important fer- 
vices that are recommended to Sir Chaloner Ogle, are clearly 
of opinion, he ought to be left as ſtrong as poſſible in num- 
ber of ſhips; and as they will be inferior to the Spaniſb mari- 
time force in theſe ſeas, think it of the utmoſt conſequence 
to his Majeſty's ſervice, they ſhould be completed in their 
complements, as his Majeſty directs; and that the number of 
eleven hundred marines is the leaſt number, we think, his 
Majeſty's ſhips ought to be ſupplied with from you, com- 
miſſion and non- commiſſion officers included. We ſhall be 
obliged to you for a ſpeedy 1 and are, 

I R, 

your molt obedient 

| humble ſervants, 

Hon, Gen, Wentworth: E. Vernon, 
C. Ogle. 


September, 27, 1742. 


SIR, 


my 
PV. 


2. 
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SIR 
I Send you incloſed a letter I have received this morning 
from Mr, Wentworth, which, I believe, you will think 
with me, was fully anſwered by our letter to him of yeſter- 


We ſhall ſee by his next, whether he will change his o- 
pinion, in regard to the council, eſtabliſhed by the King's 
inſtructions, ſubliſting no longer, or not, For from his 
changeable temper nothing can be determined long. 

And if he will not come, we may on Friday next conſider 
of ſuch advice to be given him, as ſhall appear to us to be 
moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice. I am, 


Boyne, Sept, 28, 1742, 7 
your moſt obedient 
Sir Chaloner Ogle, humble ſervant, 
E. Vern. 
EN. 


wW E ſend your Excellency incloſed copies of our two joint 


letters to Gen. Wentwsrth; and for the reaſons there- 


in mentioned, with others that may greatly regard the ſecu- 
rity of this iſland, we deſire you will give us your company 
on board the Bone, by eight o clock on Friday morning, 
where the ſignal will be flying for ſummoning the ſaid coun- 
Cil of war by ſeven o'clock, and a barge and officer will be 
in attendance for your Excellency at Paſſage Fort, by ſix 
o' clock on Friday morning. 


S IR, 
1 4 By 1948- your Excellency's 
moſt obedient 
| humble ſervants, 
His Excellency Gov. Trelawney, E. Vernon. 
C. Ogle. 


SIR, 

H Aving read over and conſidered together your two laſt 
letters, of the 27th and 28th, we find the former of 
them to have been fully anſwered, in our apprehenſion, in 
the principal parts, by our having, in our joint letter to you 
of the eth, given you our reaſons, why we don't think a 
council, eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty's inſtructions under his ſign 
manual of the roth of Ju 1740, to be diſſolved by a letter 
from the Secretary of State, that ſays nothing of it, and, in 
our apprehenſion, in the paragraph we inſerted in your letter, 

rather infers quite the contrary. 
And we can't but expreſs ourſelves extremely ſurprized, 
that you could conceive any ſuch thoughts, that the men. — 
I- 


5 
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Majeſty orders you to complete his fleet with, to be put un- 
der the command of the Admiral, and thoſe you were to fill 
up the independent companies with, which will be then un- 
der the command of the Governor, ſhould be ſupplied to us 
by ſick and weak men out of your hoſpitals; which we con- 
ceive to be contrary to his Majeſty's orders to you, and re- 
pugnant to the gracious intentions of his Majeſty, who has 
appointed many important ſervices to be executed by 
them: and muſt therefore aſſure you, no ſuch men ought, 
or can be received as part of the eleven hundred men, we 
have demanded for the ſupply of the fleet, | 
And as we are clear in the opinion, the council, eſta- 
bliſhed by his Majeſty's inſtructions, is not diſſolved, ſo we 
are, that it ought to meet, to conſider what ſhould be fur- 
ther done in the three ſeveral proceedings, mentioned in our 
letter to you of the 27th, and begun by the order and di- 
rection of the ſaid general council. 

And as Mr. Vernon came out of England in the rank of a 
Lieutenant-General, and has preſided at all the councils that 
have been aſſembled upon the execution of his Majeſty's 
inſtructions, ſo we are clearly of opinion, according to all 
rules of military diſcipline, that ir is his rank to ſummon 
and preſide at ſuch councils; and as you now ſeem to al- 
low, you have hardly well men enough to ſupply what you 
are to furniſh to the fleet and independent companies, who, 
as ſoon as they are detached from you, are to be no longer 
under your command, we can't conceive what right you 
would found in your ſelf for convening ſuch a council, 

And therefore, on this occaſion think it for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, to renew our requeſt to you, to aſſiſt at the ſaid 
council of war, on Friday morning next, the firſt of Octlo- 
ber, and to deſire you will bring Mr, Blakeney with you; 
and a barge ſhall be attending for you by ſix in the morning 
both at Mr. Manning's wharf at Aingſton and at the hoſpital 
as may be moſt convenient for you and the ſignal for the ſaid 
council of war will be flying on board the Boyne by ſeven 
o' clock Friday morning, the firſt of October; and the like 
ſummons and requeſt is ſent to Gov. Trelawney, deſiring 
his company at the ſame time, We are, 


ww WW 


NE: i SIR, 
* your moſt obedient 
humble ſervants, 
Hon. Gen, IVentworth, E. Vernon, 
C. Ogle, 


By 
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By Equwerd Vernon, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of White, and 
Commander in chief of his Majeſty's ſhips and 
veſſels employed, or to be employed in the H:/ 
Indies. 
W Hereas the merchants of * 1 have applied to me 
for granting them a convoy for their trade bound to 
Great Britain; alledging they have twelve fail of ſhips-and 
other veſſels, that will be completely loaden, and ready to 
ſail by the 20th of 0etober, and having granted them wha: 
they requeſt : 

You are hereby required and directed to be ready to pro- 
ceed as convoy to them for Great Britain, on the ſaid 
20th day of O#5ber ; and as his Majeſty has ſent his directi- 
ons to Gen. I/zn1w:rth, for the return of the remaining 
forces under his command, after having ſupplied his Majefty's 
ſhips to be left here with the number of marines wanted to 
complete them, to be under the command of the Admiral, and 
completing the complements of the independent companies 
ſerving in this iſland ; you are further directed to take under 
your particular care and protection all ſuch tranſports and 
ſtoreſhips, as ſhall by Gen. JYVentwrth be then ready 
to fail with you; but you are not to delay your failing with 
the trade in the leaſt upon their account, as Capt. Hire in 
the Defiance will have my orders for remaining to come 
home convoy to the reft of the tranſports, with the remain- 
ing corps of officers and ſoldiers that are deſigned for return- 
ing home. 

And you are immediately upon the receipt of theſe my 
orders, to give publick notice of it 1n the three towns of 
King/tin, Port-iyal, and Spanh Town, of your being ap- 
pointed convoy to the trade bound for Great Britain, which 
you ſhall be ready to fail with accordingly, on the faid acth 
day of Octeber, as deſired; and that you ſhall give convoy 
likewiſe to all tranſports and ſtoreſhips, ready to ſail with you, 
and any of the trade bound to the & 2r thern Colonies, as far 
as your way ſhall lye together. 

And you are immediately to make the ſignal for all 
maſters of merchantmen, for knowing who detign to take 
the benefit of your convoy, that you may be timely pro- 
viding all neceffary failing orders for them, and to deſire 
them to be ready on the day deſired, which you are hereby 
directed to fail on, that vou may get them through the 
windward paſlage before the north ſeaſon ſets in, which 
will be moſt for their advantage; and you will, on your 
getting into the channel with them, ſee them as gh up as 
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the Downs, if the wind be favourable for you ; or at leaft 
as high up the channel as the wind will permit you ; and 
at the firſt port you ſhall anchor with them, in the chan- 
nel of Englund, you will immediately adviſe their Lordſhips 
of it, and defire the favour of their orders, for your further 
proceedings, in all other reſpects referring you to the di- 
rections in my former general orders. For, &c. Given under 
my hand on board the Boyne, in Port Keyal harbour, Fa- 


maica, this 29th of September, 1742. 25 
Vernon. 


To Capt. Cleland, Commander of 
his Majeſty's ſhip the orceſter. 


S IX, 

T HOUGH we were not favoured with your compa- 
ny nor Gen, Hentworth's at the council held this day, 

according to ſummons and ſignal, yet we thought it our 

duty maturely to conſider of the further execution of the 

three former reſolutions of our general council of war, which 

I herewith ſend you incloſed. 

As we could have no other view in it, but what was moſt 

for his Majeſty's honour and ſervice, 1 hope, at leaſt, you 

will add ſuch advice of your own to Gen. Wentworth, as 


appears to you moſt for the ſervice of the Crown and pro- 


ſperity of the kingdom. Tam, 
IA. 
your Excellency's moſt 
| obedient humble ſervant, 
His Excellency Gov. Trelawney. E. Vernon. 


SI R, 

J Hough we were not favoured with your company not 
Gov. Trelawney's, at the council held this day accord- 
ing to ſummons and fignal, yet we thought it our duty 
maturely to conſider of the further execution of the three 
former reſolutions of our general council of war, which 
we herewith ſend you incloſed: 

And can't but obſerve to you, that in the orders men- 
tioned to be ſent to you in the Duke's letter to Mr, Vernon, 
it is there mentioned there are to be left with each com- 
pany two Lieutenants with non-commiſſion officers, Cc. 
But in your computation of what well men you have to 
ſupply the demands of the fleet, you don't ſeem to include 
the commiſhon and non-commiſſion officers; - and if each 
company had a larger proportion than ordinary of non-com- 
miſſion 
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miſſion officers, in caſe of a ſcarcity of well private men; 
we apprehend that would be for his Majeſty's ſervice. 

And are clearly of opinion, that all your weak and fee- 
ble men ought to be diſpatched and embarked for England 
by the firſt convoy, as moſt tending to their ſpeedy re- 
covery, as well as a ſpeedy eaſe to the Crown, of the great 
burthen for tranſport ſervice, We are, 


Boyne, Octeber S 1 R, 


1, 1742, your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
E. Vernon, 
Hon, General //ntworth, C. Ogle. 


My Lord Duke, 

M Y laft letter to your Grace was of the 6th of Sep- 

tember by the Sheerneſs, Capt. Ward, ſent home ex- 
preſs with them from hence, duplicates of which letters are 
made up to accompany this to your Grace, 

On the 8th and gth of Sept. I got to ſea the Tilbury 
and Defiance of ſixty guns, in a proper ſtation for inter- 
cepting all ſhips or veſſels going from St. Jago to Car- 
thagena. ; 

And I got to ſea on the 11th the Grafton of ſeventy guns, 
and Ludlato Caſtle of forty guns, to go to leeward of this 
ifland, to cruize off Cape Cruz, and the Adventure to go 
after them on the 14th for intercepting all ſhips and veſſels 
from St. Jago bound to the Havanna, or La Vera Crux; 
and after cruizing in their appointed ſtations for ten days, 
they were then to come and join together off St. Jago; and 
after cruizing there for ſeven days, to come off the eaſt end of 
this iſland for cruizing there for ten days, for joining me, 
if any advices call me to ſea, or hearing further from me, 
by ſome of my cruizers, as they would be all in the way 
of our proceeding to the execution of the reſolutions of our 
general council of war of the 28th of June, in caſe of our 
having any advice of a French war. 

Capt. Brodrick in the Shoreham, appointed to command 
the convoy with the ſuccours for the preſervation of the 
provinces of Carolina and Georgia, was ready to fail, and 
had his final orders from me on the Sth of Sept. but wait- 
ing for the tranſports being ready detained him till the 14th 
of Sept. when he put to ſea with them, with his own ſhip, 
and the Spy ſloop; and I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy 
of my orders to him of the 8th, and on the 13th I got to 
ſea the Fawey of forty guns, as convoy to the homeward 
bound fleet of merchant ſhips through the windward paſſage, 
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under orders of joining Capt. Brodrick, to ſtrengthen his 
convoy, if they met at ſea, or if he was before him, to 
cruize in the windward paſlage for fourteen days after his 
parting with his convoy, and until he had ſeen Capt, Brod- 
rick with the tranſports all ſafe through the windward paſſ- 
age; and on the 17th I got the Lion, Capt. Cottrell, a clean 
fixty gun ſhip, ſor cruizing off Carthagena ; and hope your 
Grace will think, that I have omitted nothing on my part 
for putting fully in execution the reſolutions of our laſt 
council of war of the 4th of September, 

On the gth having had informations, taken on oath, of 
the traiterous expreſſions of 7% Savey (till very lately a 
Lieutenant in the American regiment) of whom you have 
had an account of his former traiterous practices in my 
letter of the 6th, I thought it my duty to take the earlieſt 
meaſures for ſecuring him, from putting ſuch his traiter- 
ous declarations in practice, which I had reaſon to appre- 
hend he was taking the earlieſt and moſt probable means 
of putting in execution, by having taken his paſſage in a 
brigantine bound to Carolina, and accordingly having had 
him apprehended, committed him on board the Grafton, 
Capt. Allen, one of whoſe Lieutenants Mr. de la Motte was 
a priſoner at the Havanna, and witneſs to many former de- 
clarations of his diſloyalty and treachery to his Majeſty and 
his country; and I ſend your Grace now incloſed copies 
of the abovementioned affidavits of the gth, and of a letter 
to me, from his Majeſty's Attorney General here, (upon 
deſiring his advice) what was proper for me to do in it, and 
likewiſe the copy of my order of commitment on board 
the Graf.on, where I reſerve him for the future conſidera- 
tion of our council of war, when any freſh advices ſhall 

make the convening of one neceſſary. 

I ſend your Grace likewiſe incloſed a copy of a letter 
from me to Gen. J/eniworth of the roth of September, and 
of a joint one of the ſame date from me and Sir Chaloner 
 Ozple to him, and of one from me of the 12th to Gov. Tre- 
lawney, in regard to the ſecuring Savey for his treaſonable 
expreſſions, and communicating to them our opinions in 
regard to the ſecurity of this iſland, if there was any thing 
to be apprehended from the advices brought from the coaſt 
by Capt. Dennis, from the reports of a Spaniard, from a 
Frenchman trading at Caclee ; which though I give no cre- 
dit to, I am acting in every reſpect as if there were grounds 
to apprehend it; and I fend your Grace incloſed a copy of 
the information at large, of the proceedings of Capt, Den- 
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nis and Lieut, Lowther on their late voyage to Caledonia, 
and cruize in thoſe parts ; and am glad I can acquaint your 
Grace, that I have engaged the merchants of King/t5n to 
undertake for the careful education of the four [ndian youths 
they have brought over with them, as hoſtages of their 
ſincere intentions to cultivate a friendſhip with his Ma- 
jelty's ſubjects. The youths are all ſprightly, and from nine 
to fourteen years of age; and I hope from being carefully and 
ſoberly educated, and inftructed in the advantages of a mer- 
cantile commerce, that they will in time be brought to be 
uſeful meſſengers for opening new branches of commerce, 
to the great enlargement of the trade and commerce of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in theſe ſeas. | 

As Gov. T inker*s late letter from Providence, only incloſed 
to me copies of the letter and intelligence, long fince re- 
ceived from Gov. Bull of the 7th of Fuly, and his appre- 
henſions the Spaniards might make him a viſit in their re- 
turn from Georgia, which I can't think worth their while, 
and know our convoy paſs ſo near him, as they would moſt 
probably bear of it, if they did, I do not think it neceſ- 
ſary to trouble your Grace with the copy of his letter: but 
I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of a joint letter from me 
and Sir Chalaner Ogle to Gen. Hentiuarth, of the 20th of 
Sept. giving him our opinions upon the neceſſary meaſures 
to be taken, if there ſhould prove any truths in the reports 
of the Spaniards from the French ſhip at Caclee. 

And I have got the Greenwich, Capt. Laws, to fea on 
the 23d of Sept. with one of my ſloop tenders, for gaining 
all neceſſary information from cruiſing off Port Frangois and 
ſending the tender in, to demand all our Englyh ſeamen 
from thence. 

And on the 25th the Experiment Capt, Dennis will put 
to ſea for inſpecting what ſhips are in at Port Louis, and 
cruizing off there, ſo think all my cruizers well poſted, 
for procuring the earlieſt intelligence of the enemy's pro- 
ceedings, and preventing all dangers from any ſurprize : 
J ſhall ſoon have the Sr. Albans, Capt. Knight, of fifty guns, 
and Seahorſe, Capt. Durell, of twenty guns, both clean thips, 
and fit for the ſea ; and am ready for putting to fea myſelf in 
the Reyne, I have my flag on board, on any intelligence re- 
quiring it. : 

Sir Chaloner Og'e in the Cumberland is along fide the 
Lark reducing to a hulk for taking out his guns, and heel- 
ing, caulking, and new ſheathing as low as they can, as the 
Boyne has done; and the Kippen and Antagu two fixty 
gun ſhips are careening, ſo we ſhall have a ſucceſſion of clean 
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ſhips, and are cleaning and refitting all our tatter'd ſhips as 
faſt as the conveniencies we have, and the ſcarcity of car- 
penters and caulkers will admit of, 

On the 23d of Spt. in the evening arrived in this har- 
bour the Gibraltar, Capt, Fowke, with the long-wiſhed-for 
letters and orders from your Grace ; and npon taking them 
into conſideration with Sir Chaloner Ogle that very evening, 
we agreed the moſt effectual way to have his Majeſty's or- 
ders duly executed would be for us all to meet at a general 
council of war for communicating our reſpective orders, 
and conſidering of the moſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures, 
not only {or the due execution of them, but for maturely 
conſidering of al! Heceſſary meaſures for ſupporting the ſet- 
tlement of Ration, what further might be neceſſary to diſ- 
patch after the forces gone for the defence of Carolina and 
Georgia, and might be proper to be done in many other 
particulars, we judg'd might require the deliberation and 
direction of the general council, and accordingly join'd that 
very night in a letter, propoſing to Gen, J/entworth our 
meeting in a general council, as eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty's 
inſtructions of the toth of Jug 1740, and propoſed having 
it held on board the Boyne on Tueſday the 27th of Sept. it 
he approved of it; and I ſend your Grace incloſed the copy 
of our joint letter to Gen. Ventiborth of the 23d of Sept. 
at night: but Gen. Wentworth having in his letters to me, 
of the 24th and 25th, declined any ſuch meeting as unne- 
ceſſary, and declared his opinion, that the council mention- 
ed in his Majeſty's inſtructions of the 19th of July 1740, 
ſublifts no longer; though I had in my letter, in anſwer to 
his, given him my reaions to the contrary, I judg'd it for 
his Majeſty's ſervice maturely to take his letters into con- 
ſideration, with dir Chaloner Ogle, on the 27th ; and ſenc 
your Grace incloſed a copy of our joint letters to him o1 
that day, deſiring we might have ſuch general meeting on 
board the Boyne on Friday the 1ft of Oover, and likewiſe 
a copy of our ſubſequent letter to them of the 29th of Sept. 
inſiſting that the council ought to be held there accordingly. 

It is with great concern for the melancholy incident [ 
have to acquaint you, that on the 24th of Sept. return'd 
into port the and Sloop, bringing with her the Captain 
and part of the officers and crew of his Majeſty's ſhip 770 
bury, which took fire at ſea by accident, and burnt and ſunk 
in the ſea on the 22d inſt. off the Naa a, Capt. Hore in the 
[Defiance having taken on board one hundred and forty more, 
the other part of the crew ſaved, and proceeded on the ex- 
ecution of the latter part of their orders, I ſhall not be able 
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to hold a court martial, to enquire intoall particulars of this 
fatal incident, at the trial of the Captain and officers for the 
loſs of the ſhip, till the Defiance returns into port, where 
many perſons, neceſſary to be examined as witneſſes in it, 
now are. 

But by what I have heard of it, it owed it's origin to a 
marine ſoldier ſnatching a bottle of rum the Purſer's boy 
had in his hand in the Cockpit, together with a candle, ſay- 
ing, he would have a dram out of it, which the other re- 
fuling, and he ſtruggling to force it from him, the bottle fell 
down and broke, and the candle falling into the rum, ſet fire 
to that, which communicating to other rum in the Purſer's 
Cabin began the fire, that they ſay all their diligence could 
not extinguiſh, but muſt refer thoſe particulars to what ſhall 
appear on the future trial; and am concerned to add, that 
what is Certain is, that beſides the loſs of ſo fine a fixty gun 
ſhip, above a hundred of his Majeſty's ſubjects and ſervants 
have periſhed on this occaſion, amongſt which are the Maſ- 
ter, Boatſwain, Gunner, and a marine Officer; they ſay in 
their endeayours to fave her, they threw over all the gun- 
powder for preventing blowing up, and continued their en- 
deavours till ſhe was ſinking with them. 

Immediately upon the advice of this fatal incident, I 
judged it for his Majeſty's ſervice, to give out the ſtricteſt 
general orders in writing, for preventing any like calamitous 
incidents from ſpirituous liquors, a copy of which, of the 
25th of September, I ſend your Grace, and the ſerving them 
to the ſhips company was under the like general orders be- 
fore, for being done upon the open deck. 

On Friday the firſt of Octaber Sir Chalaner Ogle and I 
met in council on board the Boyne, according to the regular 
ſummons and fignal, directed on like occaſions, and I fend 
your Grace incloſed a copy of the reſolutions come t0 in it, 
as appearing to us moſt for his Majeſty's honour and ſervice, 
and which agreeable to the ſaid refolutions, a copy of has 
been tranſmitted ro both General J/entworth and Governor 
Trelawney, incloſed in a joint letter from me and Sir Chala- 
ner Ogle to Gen. Wentworth, and in a letter from me to 
Governor Trelawney, which your Grace has likewiſe incloſ- 
ed copies of. é 

I cannot be inſenſible, how great 2 concern the difap- 
pointments on our feveral expeditions malt have deen to our 
Royal Maſter ; but muſt humbly beg icave at the tame time 
to ſay, in behalf of mytelf and the oficers and men that 


have ſerved under my command, that no part of the diſap- 
pointment 
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pointment is juſtly to be attributed to his Majeſty's ſea forces, 
nor do] think it was in want of courage or inclination to ſerve 
his Majeſty in his land forces, but that it principally owes 
this unhappy event, to the command falling into the hands of 
Mr. Wentworth, who has approved himſelf no ways equal 
to it, % „% „% „ „ „ „ „ „ „„ „„ 
* ** ** *** 333 And though I pretend 
to very little experience in military affairs by land, yet it is 
my opinion, that if the ſole command had been in me, both 
on the Carthagena expedition and the Cuba one too, that 
his Majeſty's forces would have made themſelves maſters both 
of Carthagena and St. ago, and with the loſs of much 
fewer men, than have died through his imprudent conduct 
in many inſtances. 

I thank your Grace, for the aſſurances you have given 
me, that you have regularly laid before the King all my let- 
ters as they came to your hands, which is all the favour I 
could juſtly beg of your Grace, and having only now to re- 
turn your Grace my hearty thanks, for that piece of juſtice 
and your obliging good wiſhes, and as I propoſe ſailing myſelf 
with one hoſpital ſhip and one .fireſhip, for weakening Sir 
Chaloner Ogle as little as poſſible, by the 18th inſt. I hope to 
be very near home by the time this letter comes to your 


hands. I am, | 
Boyne, Port R:yal, My Lord Duke, ; 
'barbour, Jamaica, your Grace's moſt devoted and 
oc, 2," 1742. moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/le. E. Vernon, 
BE © 


8 IR Chaloner Ogle and J have read over, and conſidered 
together, your letter of the 2d inſtant. 

As your not meeting us at the council makes us unac- 
quainted with what the Duke of Newcaſtle has mentioned in 
his letter to you, we can only ſay, it appears plainly to us, 
from what he mentions to be your orders to Mr. Vernon, that 
you ought to leave two Lieutenants of each company of 
marines left to ſerve on board the fleet under the Admiral's 
command, and think it would be for the honour and ſervice 
of the Crown, if you are ſhort of marine Lieutenants, to 
fill them up with Lieutenants from the American regiment, 
and cannot agree with you, that there is any neceſſity for a pri- 
vate man from each company, being reſerved to take care of 
the baggage, as you will have ſo many non -· commiſſioned 
officers, that will have little elſe to do. 


1 We 
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We think the reſolutions of the council of war, as we 
have tranſmitted to you of the firſt of this month, are regu- 
lar reſolutions of the council eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty's in- 
ſtructions, though you did not think proper to affift at it; 
and we are the more confirmed in that opinion, from Govern- 
or Trelawney having in his letter of the ad, in anſwer to 
the copy of the ſaid reſolutions ſent to him, ſaid as follows, 
«I do myſelf the honour to agree in ſentiments with you, 
« as to the two former points, and as to the latter, viz, the 
© ſuccours ſent to Georgia, I think it would be going out of 
« my ſphere to concern myſelt any farther, than to put in 
te my claim that the independents may be completed if ne- 
« ceſſary, out of thoſe five hundred men.” So you ſee, 
Sir, the reſolutions we have ſent you a copy of have the 
concurrence of three of the original council eſtabliſhed by 
his Majeſty's inſtructions; and we hear you were never 
pleaſed ro communicate to Brigadicr Bluk-ney, that the faid 
council was ſummoned to meet. So we have only to add, 
that we look on the reſolutions of that council to be wha: 
you ought to conform to, and mult antwer tor the con!equence 
of doing otherwiſe, We are, 


Other 4, 174? 81 B. 3 
. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen, I/ntworth., humble ſervan:s, 
E. Vernon, 
C. Orte. 


P. S. If you think, Sir, there is any point in the Duke's 
letter to you, that requires your taking my particular 
advice upon it, if you will pleaſe to adviſe me of any 
day you defign me the favour of your company on 
board the Boyne, I will be ture to be in the way of re- 
ceiving you. 


SIX, 

Have received your Excellency's letter of the ad, and 

was pleaſed to find our reſolutions met your approbation, 
though you had not thought proper to favour us with your 
company in concerting them. 

As I am now ſpeedily going from this iſfand, and think 
it my duty to give my advice in what appears to me for 
his Majeſty's ſervice ; you will be fo good to excuſe it on 
this occaſion, that I give you my advice unatked tor, tince 
that is my principal motive in it. Your Exce'ievcy knows 
I was preſent both at the tranſaction and trial, you thought 
proper to have Sir Chalner Ogiæ ſummoned to, for an at- 
ſault, and convinced from both, aud all I have heard 22 

. Ds tas 


E. Fern, 
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have mentioned it ſince, that your Excellency was the 
aggreſſor, both in word and in deed; and conſidering it's 
being likewiſe in your own houſe, I own it matter of 
ſurprize to me, that you have not thought ſince of mak- 
ing your apology to Sir Chaloner Ogle, for ſuch indecent 
tranſports of your paſſion, which is what I cannot but 
ſay, I think you ought to do; and as I well know Sir 
Chaloner Ogle's generous and humane nature, I am perſuaded, 
in regard for his Majeſty's ſervice, he would have no diffi- 
culty of accepting a gentleman-like apology for it, in or- 
der to your carrying on the King's ſervice with that har- 
mony that ought to ſubſiſt between officers in the ſervice of 
the ſame Prince. 

I have ſuggeſted what I thought would be for your 
credit, as well as his Majeſty's ſervice ; if it proves a hap- 
py means of a reconcilement, I ſhall be rejoiced at it; and 
thought I could not decently leave this iſland without 
I to you my thoughts in it. Iam 
your Excellency's moſt 


F. ber 
ein obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
H's Wy Gov. Trelawney, E. Vernon. 
S IX, 


T HIS comes to incloſe to you the copy of my orders to 
Capt. Cleland of the Worceſter, for his taking under 
his care, protection, and convoy, all ſuch of your tranſ- 
ports, or ſtoreſhips, that ſhall be ready to ſail with him, on 
the twentieth of this inſt. October, the day the merchants 
have defired for his failing convoy to their trade for Great 
Britain, 
have ſent the //and floop out, to call in Capt. Hore of 
the Defiance, who will have my orders to accommodate 
you with his cabin, and to take under his care, protection, 
and convoy, the remaining tranſports and ſtoreſhips that 
Mall not be got ready to fail with the Horceſter. 
And I reſerve the Gibraltar, Capt. Fawke, a twenty gun 
ſhip (J have orders to return to England) for carrying our 
— to Carolina in her way home, and be a part of the 
convoy to the tranſports and ſtoreſhips from thence, I ſhall 
ſend Capt. Brodrick a copy of the reſolution of the coun- 
cil of the firſt of Cetaler, with my orders to him to con- 
form to them, and to deliver them to Col. Durere, and to 
 ALyuaint him, that I think he ought to conform to them, 
and muſt anſwer at his peril, for his not doing fo. And ſhall 
der Capt. Brodrick to detach the Spy convoy to any of 


the tranſports, that may have your orders for bring ing any 
detach- 
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detachment of the private men from thence, either for 
completing the proportion of men you are to ſupply to the 
fleet, or for filling up the independent companies, 


Boyne, Oct. 6, 1742. I am, Sir, 
your moſt obedient 
Hon. General Wentworth, humble ſervant, 
| E. Vernmn, 
IX. 


Y OUR letter of the 5th was brought me from Kinz- 
an, by Lieut. Parchard, this day at noon, in his re- 
turn from Kinz/ton, where he went with a letter from me to 
you, dated this morning, 

And I will take care, as you deſire, to have my barge with 
a Lieut. in attendance for you at the Hoſpital Bridge by eight 
o'clock Friday morning, and will tend to Sir Chaloner Oglz, 
to favour me with his company the {ame day, that all things 
may be duly conſidered you may have to propoſe. 

As the Spanyh guides were procured at your defire for 
the ſervice of the army, and have been outlawed both in the 
Indies and in Spain, for their inclination to ferve you in the 
propoſed expedition to Panama; it has been matter of ſur- 
prize to me, you have given no orders in it yer, they having 
been ſubliſted at the navy expence, which [ hope you will 
direct the re-payment of, eſpecially as I have taken one off 
your hands, as he may be capable to ſerve as a pilot by ſea. 

I forgot in mine to you this morning to mention to you, 
that I propoſe ſailing in the Bun: with the hoſpital ſhip and 
fireſhip on the 18th, and have by the Br:/7:/ ſhip tranimitted 
home to his Grace the Duke of Netwwea/7ie a copy of the re- 
ſolution of the council of the 1 of Ce, and whatever 
you may have to recommend to me [ ſhall punctually ob- 
ſerve your directions in. I am, 

SIX, 

Biyne, OF, 6, 1742 Your moft obedient 
Hon. Gen. I/eaiworth, humble ſctvant, 

E. Fernen, 

SIR, 


I Have employed! your Secretary, Mr. Harrice, to take ou 

a tranſcript from my letter, irom his Gr ace the Duke o 
Newcaſtle, and to atteit himſelf as copy d by him from the 
original, as I think it is there declared to de Mr. [/onrwor:/'s 
orders; firſt, to complete all the marine companies that 
are to ſerve on board he fleet. and to have two Lieutenants 
and all non-commiſſioned othcets with each” company, and 
in caſe of their not being luticient, to leave complete com- 


— 
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& 


panies of the {merican regiment to make up ihe number 


wanted, provided they are Wilton L though: 
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T thought it proper to ſend you this tranſcript to day to 
conlider of, that you might be better prepared to take no- 
tice of it to General I//entworth to morrow. I am, 


SIR 
oyne, Otber 7, 1742. 7 ; 
We, Gee 12 1742+ Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
His Excellency Gov. Trelawney. E. Vernon. 
By, Oc. 


vw Hereas Capt. Cl-land, of his Majeſty's ſhip Worceſſer, 

has at the requeſt of the merchants received my orders 
for ſailing on the 2othinſt. O ob, convoy to the trade bound 
for Great Britain, and likewiſe to take under his care, pro- 
tection and convoy, all ſuch tranſports and ſtoreſhips as 
ſhould by Gen. Hentworth's orders be got ready then to 
procced with him: you are hereby required and directed 
to get his Majelly's ſhip Defiance, under your command, re- 
fitted and ready tor the ſea with all poſſible expedition, and 
to complete your victualling to four months proviſions for 
your ſaid voyage, and are together with the Lightning bomb- 
ketch, Capt. Zic rin, who has received my orders to put 
himſc}f under your command, to take under your care, 
protection and convoy, all ſuch tranſports and ſtoreſhips, 
as are by General J/entwcrii”sorders to proceed for England 
under your convoy. 

And as Gen. I enttorth propoſes going himſelf at the 
ſame time, you are required and directed to accommodate 
Gen. Ventuerth with your great cabin, for his paſſage to 
England with you, and to receive on board and victual as 
you do your ſhip's company for the ſaid voyage, both him- 
ſelf, officers, and ſervants, of his neceſlary attendants. 

And for ezling the Lightning bombketch that is to ac- 
company you under your orders, and for the better pro: ecti- 
on of the ſaid convoy, together with her tender, you are 
to recetve on board his Majeſty's ſhip the D-fance under 
your command, the large mortar from the faid bombketch, 
as I have already ordered the ſmall one to be received by the 
Prince/s Royal hoſpital ſhip, Capt. Devglaſs, and as ſoon as 
the i/grcoy/ter ſhull be failed, you will make your ſignal for 
all alters Of thips, for knowing what tranſports and ſtore- 
Mip3 arc to proceed under your convoy: And you will like- 
wiſe take under your care, protection and convoy, all mer- 
chant {inps that thall be then ready, and defirous to proceed 
with you, And when Gen. Hexriwvarth ſhall fignify to you 
that he 15 ready tor proceeding to fea with the rett of the 
franiports and ſtorcihips, deſigned by his orders for going 
home, you Will accordingly proceed to ſea with them, tak- 


wp ne laid tranſports under your Care, protection and con- 


voy, 
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voy, and to make the beſt of your way with them through 
the windward paſſage for Spithead, if the wind ſhall favour 
your getting ſo high up the channel with them, or putting 
in at the firſt port you can moſt conveniently fetch, in regard 
both to the crazineſs of your own ſhip and theirs, where you 
are immediately on your arrival to write to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty to inform their Lordſhips of your arrival, and 
to deſire the favour of their orders for your further proceedings, 
in other reſpects referring you to my former general orders. 
For, Sc. Given under my hand on board his Majeſty's ſhip 
the Boyne, in Port-Royal harbour, Famaica, this 8th of 
October 1742. 
To Capt. Hare, Commander of his | 
Majeſty's ſhip the Defiance. E. Vernon, 


S I R, 

Our letter of the 1th came to my hands this day at 
noon, and Capt. Here has my orders and will ſend the 
Americans on board the Mary tranſport to morrow morning. 

The Lorceſter, being appointed convoy to the trade as 
well as the tranſports that are to proceed with her, muſt fail 
on :he day appointed for her. 

And as the cruizers are not returned into port, that you 
was pleaſcd to ſay you muſt wait for, and Capt. Here cannot 
get the Defiance watered and ready to proceed to ſea ſo 
ſoon, there is no view of their ſailing together, And I 
think the convoy is fully ſufficient, without there being any 
occaſion on that account to watt for each other, 

And they will be the ftronger, if you will pleaſe, as you 
propoſed to us, to let a detachment of the ſerjeants and cor- 
porals ordered home go home in them, for which they ſhall 
have the neceſſary orders, whenever you let me know their 
numbers you deſire may go home that way, which I think 
would be for his Majeſty's ſervice. I am, 

SIR, 

your molt obedient 

Hon. General J/entworth, humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon, 
IN. 


* OUR letter of this day came to my hands here by Capt. 
I ilmt, Mr. Hinde being indifpoſed having brought 

me up here, for tranſacting fome butinets with him. 
Soon after my writing to you yeſterday, I received a pe- 
tition from the merchants of Azmg/fen, deſiring that their 
appointed convoy, the //zrc:/ter, might delay her failing to 


Foyne, October 11, 1742. 


Monday che Iſt of Newember 3 Which being but a thort de- 
lay, 
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lay, I could not refuſe them; and I am fatished the Defiance 

will be ready to proceed to ſea by that time; fo, if it is moſt 
agreeable to you, Capt. Hore may be ordered to join the 
Morcoſter, and all fail in one convoy, both trade and tranſports, 


As there is ſo few of the marine ſergeants and corporals 
well, I ſhall diſpenſe with their company in the Boyne ; 
but thoſe four, you mention to be ſo, will be very acceptable 
on board the Princeſs Royal hoſpital, which is a fine large ſhip, 
but weakly handed. 

Capt. Durell in the Gibraltar has my orders for taking 
under his convoy the tranſports with the returned Ameri- 
cans ; and whenever they are ready, and your orders for Col. 
Durore at South Carolina, he ſhall immediately proceed to ſea 
with them. 

I ſhall ſend the and ſloop to morrow morning, for call- 
ing in the Grafton, Ludlow Caſtle, and Adventure; and 
doubt not but they will be here in a week or leſs. 

The D-fance, Capt. Hore, will be moving towards the 
Reck Rivul:t, for trimming his caſk for the voyage, and 
completing his watering, which may probably take him near 
a week there; as in a long voyage it is neceſſary to be ſe- 
curely furniſhed with that neceſſary and uſeful element. 

He will be ready to receive you, whenever you deſire it; 
but I imagine you would not deſire it till he returns from the 
Rock, when he will ſtop off King/ton, for the more commo- 
diouſly receiving you. : 

The Defrance and Worcefter will be glad of what aſſiſtance 
you can give them from your fergeants and corporals that are 
in condition for ſervice ; and ſhall have my orders for re- 
cciving and victualling ſuch as you ſhall be pleaſed to order 
to ſtrengthen their weak complements. 

Mr. Hinde, our Rorekeeper, by my order, this day ſent 
the two receipts to i'r. Clcbrok, for fifty dollars, that he 
had advanced for the ſub{:ilence of your two Spaniſh guides; 
but he refuted paying them, alledging he had not yet received 
your orders for it; which you will be pleaſed to fend him, 
and deſire him to fend Mr. Hinge notice that he is ready to 
pay him; as many complain of his giving them much unne- 
cellary attendance, I am, 

SIR, 


your moſt obedient, 


Hon. Gen, J/e1tworth, humble ſervant, 
E. Vernon. 


Kin „on, Oct. 12, 1742. 


SIR 
3 : | 
/ P IE R heartily congratulating you on the favourable 
accounts brought us from Kattan by Capt. Lea: 1 


Being 
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Being fully perſuaded the council, conſtituted by his Ma- 
jeſty's inſtructions of the 1 oth of Fuly 1740, under his royal 
ſign manual, cannot poſſibly be ſuperſeded by a letter from 
his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, that mentions nothing of 
it; I cannox but judge it to be my duty on this occaſion, as 
the General Officer of higheſt rank, and firſt named in the 
ſaid inſtructions, to convene the ſaid council to meet by 
eight o clock on Saturday morning next, on board the Boyne, 
for conlidering what is farther proper to be done, for ſup- 
porting a ſettlement ſo happily begun; and the ſignal will be 
flying for aſſembling the ſaid general council by {even o' 
clock on Saturday morning; and a barge with an officer 
will be in attendance for you at the ſame time at Mr. 
Manning's wharf at Kingſion; and I defire you will be pleaſ- 
ed to bring Mr. Bl:keney along with you, and to direct the 
attendance of Mr. Armſtrong, as I will of Capt. Lea. 

I write a letter of the ſame tenour to Gov. Trelatuney, and 
ſhall have a boat with an officer in attendance for him the 
ſame morning at Paſſage Fort. Sir Chaloner Ogle is now at 
Spaniſh Town, but is to be back at a court martial on board 
the Boyne on Friday; and you know his ſentiments and mine are 
the ſame, in regard to the general council {till ſubſiſting. I am, 
SIR, | 

your molt obedient 
Hon. Gen. J/ntworth. humble ſervant, 

E. Vernon. 
SIR, 


* OU having been pleaſed to excuſe yourſelf from fa- 
vouring us with your company at the council aſſem- 
bled to day : | 
We have, agreeable to the duty we owe to his Majeſty, 
and the beſt conceptions we can form for his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, from ſuch evidence as we had before us, drawn up the 
reſolutions of the council ; which, we think, are ſuch as all 
the members of the council, compoſed by his Majelty's in- 
ſtructions of the 1oth of Fuly 1740, ought to conform to. 
And we accordingly here ſend you incloſed a copy of the 
reſolutions of our general council of this day. Weare, 


Boyne, 08, 13, 1742. 


xe” N. 
oyne, 02, 16, 1742. your moſt obedient 
Hon. Gen. I/:ntwzrth. humble ſervants, 
E. [ernon, 
C. Ogle. 


Letters of the ſame tenours- an! dates as the above :wo 
were ſent to Gov, Trelawrey, incloting a copy of the teſolu- 
tions ot the council in the latter. 

31a 
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$IR, 

1 HAVE received with great deal of pleaſure your letter 

by Capt. Lea, which gave Sir Chaloner Ogle and me 
great ſatisfaction, to find every thing to anſwer even beyond 
expectations. 

And a ſloop being upon failing from hence for your 
iſland, I would not ſlip the opportunity of writing to you 
by her, and ſending you incloſed a copy of the reſolutions 
of our general council of war of yeſterday; being perſuaded 
it is what the wilfully abſent members ought to conform to, 
and, I believe, on reflection, will do ſo. 

As you will find in the ſaid reſolutions every thing has been 
fully conſidered you recommended to me, and will, I doubt 
not, be ſpeedily put in execution ; this comes to give you 
the earlieſt aſſurance of it; 

And to direct you to have a copy of the ſaid reſolutions 
fairly written and atteſted by you to be a true copy; which 
= will deliver co Major Caulfield, with a copy of this my 
etter to you, and beſt wiſhes for your mutual agreement 
and good ſucceſs in your preſent undertaking. 

And as I am upon failing for England, you may be aſſured 
I will endeavour to procure his Majeſty's ſpeedy orders for 
regulating every thing in the beſt manner, and having due 
notice taken of ſuch as execute his Majeſty's orders with 
the duty and alacrity they ought to do, with a proper aui- 
madverſion on any who ſhall do it with reluctancy. 

The chearfulneſs and vigour with which you have exerted 
yourſelf in 1t are extremely pleaſing to me; and I will take 
care to do Juſtice to your merit in it; with my ſervice to Ma- 
jor Caulfield and Mr. Piti, 1 am, 


Boyne, OR. 17, 1742. 8 1 R, 
To Capt. Cuſack of the your moſt humble ſervant, 
Litchfield, at Rattan. E. Vernon, 
By, &c. 


H Aving upon the receipts of our orders from his Grace the 

Duke of Newca/tle, his Majeſty's Principal Secretary 
of State, of the 5th of Augiſt laſt, had a council of war, 
regularly ſummoned and convened for the firſt of Oober, 
I herewith ſend you incloſed a copy of the ſame, together 
with a copy of a ſubſequent letter from Sir Chaloner Ogle 
and me to Gen, I/entwar th of the 4th of Oe»ber, 

And you are hereby required and directed, in what regards 
the derachment of forces by ſea and land, for ſuccouring and 
defending his Majeſty's provinces of Cærelina and Georgra, 
ſtrictly to conform to the ſeveral reſolutions ot the {aid coun- 
ci], both in regard to their preſervation, and the 2 
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of the enemy, if a council of war ſhould judge ir practicable 
in your preſent circumſtances, 

And though Gen, /Fentworth, and Gov. Trelawney thought 
proper to abſent themſelves from the ſaid council, yet the 
latter, by a letter to me of the 2d, ſaid, he did himſelf the 
honour to agree in ſentiments with us. And Gen. ent- 
worth at a meeting with Sir Chalmner ale and me, at his own 
appointment on board the Hine, on the gch inſt. was pleaſed 
to approve of all propoſed in our faid reſolutions, in regard 
to your expedition, and to promiſe he would {end his orders to 
Col. Durore conformable to them, which I hope he has done. 

But at all events, on theſe orders, and the incloſed reſo- 
lutions of the council of war of the iſt of this inſt, Oætaber 
coming to your hands, you will have a fair copy of the re- 
ſolutions of the ſaid council of war, drawn out and atteſted 
by you, to be fo, as likewiſe of theſe my preſent orders to 
you, which you will either deliver into Col. Durare's hands 
yourſelf, or ſend them by an othcer for proving the de- 
livery of them, with my ſervice to him, and that I think he 
ought to conform to them, 

Gen. Wentworth by our orders, which were to me and 
him, both of the fame tenor, was to ſupply the fleet with 
what number of men were demanded for that ſervice in the 
firſt place, but of the demand of eleven hundred, little more 
than ſeven hundred being yet ſupply'd, you are, to infilt 
upon it with Col. Durore That all non-commiſſioned officers 
and private men, of his detachment fit tor ſervice, after 
your expedition ended that are not wanted to complete 
Gen. Ogletherp's regiment, ſhould be ſent in ſome of the 
tranſports under convoy of the D for * Famaica, to make 
good the deficiency to be ſupplied th nden under Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, agreeable to bly Myget y's orders ſignified by 
his Grace the Duke of Vr 

And upon his conforming i to whit we take ea be clearly 
his duty, you are to fend them for Tamale cd under CONVOY 
of the Sy ſloop, and to proceed to England yourldlf in the 
Shoreham, together with the Gibraltar, taking the relt of the 
tranſports, together with the e Suſanne 5. ordnance ſtoreſhip, 
and the trace from thence under your convoy. 

And if any of the tranſports, with the returned {mericans, 


ſhould have put in at Caralina wich the Geral % And Wand 
convoy further to the Norchward, you will give the necet- 
ſary orders to ſome of the ſtationed tips with you © convey 


them accordingly, or {ee them into the tea and part of the: 
way by the Gibraltar, if no ftationed ſhip thould be with you, 


And upon your arrival at the 6:0 port in the channel 
8 0 you 
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you can molt conveniently fetch, you will adviſe the Secre- 
tary ot the Admiralty of it, aud deſire their Lordſhips orders 
for your further proceedings. 

All Spani/h ſhips and veſſels you ſhall meet with, you are 
to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to take, ſink, bura, or deſtroy. 

And as to the daring and unauthorized attempts of the 
ſubjects of any nation to cover and protect the ſhips, perſons, 
or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, you are 
not to permit the ſame, bur to ſeize the ſaid ſhips, perſons, 
or effects of his Majeſty's enemies the Spaniards, wherever 
you ſhall meer the ſame on the ſeas, as you will all ſhips or 
veſſels going to ſupply his Majeſty's enemies the Spanzards 
with contraband ftures. For, Sc. Given under my hand 
on board his Majeſty's ſhip the B:yne, in Port- Rezal harbour, 
Jamaica, this 18th of 22 er, 1742. 
To Capt. Bredric, Commander of E. Vernon. 

his Majeity's ſhip the SHreham. . 


By, GT 
AS you have herewith Fo te you the orders for Capt. 
Brodrick of the $hyrcham, and the reſolutions of the 

council of war oi the firſt of Oclober, you are immediately 
to deliver them to hin, on your arrival at Carolina, or your 
joining him elſewhere. And in caſe of Capt. Brodrich's 
death, or abſence from Carolina, on your arrival there you 
will open his orders, and conform to them till you join 
him, and in caſe of his death govern yourſelf by them, and 
in all things contorro to the due execution of them. For, Cc. 
Given under my hand on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, 
this 15th of (27:61, 1742, 
To Capt. Dari, Commander of E. Vernon. 

his Mijeity's ſhip the Gibraltar, 

81 

Got through the capes of the windward paſſage the iſt 

inſt. and a ſtrong North wind coming on the 29, I bore 
up for Cory4on tor recruiting our water, and got through 
again the 3th, but having the wind Northeriy, 1 could not 
beat up to Tu,) till the 13th, when the wind coming 
Eaſterly in the girl. part of the night, gave us a molt favora- 
ble 1 aflage through the difficulteſt part between Au, Key 
and /{irapervaz ins evening, and I write this to go by my 
Pit 10 Morrow morning, hoping | by that time to bec clear of 
Ceeotid iſluind. I ſpoke with fevers il thip 's and {loops from 22 
mica, and ſome Vie, ſhips and vellels, and find they are under 
any 1chen{tions there will be a war; and that cannon are ar- 
riccd, tur erecting another ſort at Lit Guatas, Which is 


ſaid 
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ſaid to be intended for the general loading place for a! 
ſhips in the gulph, ſo that if you ſhould have a call that 
way, it may be the ſooner the better, before they can put 
projected works in execution. With my beſt wiſhes tor 
your health, proſperity, and ſucceſs in all you undertake, 
and ſervice to all friends, I am, 

Boyne off of Achlins Keys, SIR, 

Sun la; Iv. 14, 1742. . your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

Sir Chaloner Ogle at Famaica. E. Lernen. 


My Lord Duke, 

M* laſt to your Grace was of the 24 of Oer, which 

went home in the Unin a Hi hip, that failed from 
Port- Rzyal harbour the 4th of Ocliber, a duplicate of which 
and of my letter by the Sheerneſ5 of the 6th of Sepiemter, 
will accompany this letter to your Grace, 

I am concerned, I ſhould have fuch frequent occaſions 
to give your Grace the trouble of ſo many incloſed copies of 
letters to read; but as they are material for your being en- 
abled fully to inform his Majeſty in all particulars, I could 
not excuſe myſelf from it, and rely on your Grace's goodneis 
to excule me in it. 

The firſt I muſt trouble your Grace with is a copy of a 
joint letter from Sir CHalaner Ogle and me to Gen. //7nt- 
worth of the 4th of Octaber, in which we expreſſed our 
ſentiments that he ought to conform to the reſolutions of 
the council of the firit, eſpecially as Gov. Trelawney has lig- 
nified his approbation of them, which made a majority of 
the general council. 

Being willing to attempt 4 reconciliation between Sir 
Chalmer Oele and Gov. Trelutuney, before my leaving Va- 
maicn,. as I judged it to be moſt for his Mlajeſty's tervice, I 
mutt next trouble your Grace with the copy of my letter to 
Gov. Trelawney of the 4th of Cctaber, and ot his very extra- 
ordinary letter of the 5th, in aniwer to it; which being a 

icture of himſelf, of his own drawing, more to the life than 
[ could pretend to do, I was pleaſed with having tne occa- 
lion of tranſmitting it to you. 

And there comes nett incloſed copies of two letters of 
mine to Gen. //7*ntwrth of the 6th of October; and on 
the Sth of Octeber I was favoured with his compiny and Sir 
Chalmer Ogle's on doard the Boyne; when, upon comparing 
our letters from your Grace, they were found to be both of 
the ſame tenour; and he was in very good humour, and 
agreed that the reſolutions of our council were jult, 
and promiſed he would ſend orders to Col. Pure con- 
tormable to them. E862 On 
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On the 12th of 0: arrived Capt. Lea in the Boncitta; 
and I ſend your Grace incloſed the copy of my letter from 
Capt. Cufach, ſrom the iſland of Rattan, of the 25th of Sep- 
trmber; to which I have added a copy of a letter from him 
likewile to Sir Cν Y, and the invitation for becom- 
ing ſettlers, fiyned by Major Cau!ficld and Mr. Putt, 

And on ihis favourable news thought it my duty to con- 
vene the general council again for the 16th of October, tor 
having their jour refolitious taken on this important affair, 
before my failing; and Sir Chalner Orle being at that time 
abſent on bulineiſs of his own at Spaniſh Teton, I fend your 
Grace incloſed the copy of my letter of ſummons to Gen. 
F/entwerth, of the 13th of OC#4ber ;. and I {ent another of 
the ſame tenor to Gov. Tre/muney, 

But they hzving excuſed themſelves, on the ſame pretence 
as before, we procceded maturely to conſider all the evi- 
dence we had betore us, and drew up the reſolutions of our 
council of the 16th of Ofober 3 which I here tranſmit your 
Grace a copy of, as likewiſe of the joint letter from Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle and me, incloling to both the copies of the reſo- 
lutions of our council of war, with our joint opinions they 
ought to conform to them, And I fend you likewiſe in- 
cloſed the copy of a letter to me from Gov, Trelawney, of 
the 18thof C. approving of our ſaid refolutions; which, he 
ſays, as it began (though he was for putting the expedition off) 
be thinks ought by all means to be ſupported and encouraged, 

There being a trading ſloop, with a cargo of forty thou- 
ſand pound, going for Rat!an, for trying to open a trade 
in thoie parts, I embraced the occalion of writing by her to 
Capt. Crack, and ſending him a copy of the reſolutions of 
the council; and I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of my 
letter to Capt. Cuſuc of the 17th of Ofteter. 

And I tend your Grace incloſed a copy of my orders to 
Capt. Bredrick of the Shereham, of the 18 tu of Ogeter, 
which 1 have put into Capt. Dure/{'s hands, to deliver him 
who commanas the G!braltar, appointed to fail convoy with 
the tram ports for Carolina, as ſoon as Gen. I/ntworth ſhall 
have them ready to fail, and {hall have ſent him his diſpatches 
for Col. Durcre. . 

On the 19ih of Odleber I put to fea, having left the neceſ- 
ſary orders behind me with Capt. C'c/and of the //orce/ter, 
and Capt. /{zre of the Diffance, and Capt. {larriſon of the 
Ligliniig bombkeich; the former being to ſail convoy to 
the trade and tranſports on the 1ſt of November ; andif Gen. 
[Yeniwirth and all the tranſports are ready againſt that time, 
then the {}/ fiance and bombkeich are to put chemſelves un- 

3 der 
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der Capt. Cl:land's command, and to ail all together, and 
if not, the Defiance is to ſtay to come convoy to the tranſ- 
ts that are not then ready, 

On the 2oth I met with the Grafton, Ludluu Caftle, and 
Adventure, from their cruizing off St. Jaga, and ordered them 
into Port- Royal harbour, there being ſome of the American 
regiment on board them; but had / Sa vey from the Graf< 
ton committed for ſafe cuſtody with Capt. /Yatſon in the Boyne, 
till his Majeſty's further pleaſure can be known ; judging it for 
his Majeſty's ſervice to bring him home, for receiving the 
juſt reward due to his profligacy and treachery to his King 
and country; and I ſend your Grace incloſed a copy of Lieut. 
De la Mette of the Grafton his account ot his behaviour at the 
Havanna, &c. 

On the 21ft met with the and floop, I had ordered to 
cruize for them, and ſent her in; and ſaw two fail, one to 
the Northward and one to the Southward of us, going for Port- 
Royal harbour, of which I took the Northermoſt to be the 
Tobey, from the windward paſſage, and the Southermoſt the 
Lian returning from her cruize off of Cartbagena and to 
windward of it. I took the Rippen, Capt. Rentone, of ſixty 
guns, and the Seahorſe, Capt. F:wke, of 20 guns, both clean 
ſhips, to ſea with me, for having them at hand to ſtation 
them as ſhould appear "moſt for his Majetty's fervice, from 
the intelligence I might expect to meet from my crumers. 

And [ muſt not omit informing your Grace ot the account 
J had brought me by Capt. Lea and others, in regard to Com- 
modore Ar/on. He fays, Vir. Pitts, our preſent Chief Ju- 
ſtice of Rattan, informed him, that he had it from a Spanyb 
merchanr, that came out of the country to trade at Trux- 
ills, that Commodore Anſin had taken an Aquaprulco ſhip, 
fully loaden for Aguapulco, and carried her away for the Ea/t- 
Indies. This intelligence was given him by Mr. Pitts the 
28th of Szptember. And another Capt. Pitts, formerly in 
the Sauth-Scæ company's terv.ce, and now trading at the G 
rate near Porto Bell,, in a parag; raph of a letter to Mr. Han- 
ning at Aing/ton, of the th of September, ſays, © I am in- 
& formed by 2 good hand, that Mr. Anſon appeared off of 
* Azquapulcs one "day, and the ſhip bound for China was to 
* have failed the next with eight millions of pieces of eight 
© on board, but on ſeeing our hies, ſhe is laid up: lo Mr, 

KAuſon failed one day too tat. I am torry tor it. 

The former account teeming to be of an g lee ſhip, 
coming to Agu pan, 1 hope both their intelligences may 
prove oO bern 

J have, 3 to your Grace's orders, given Sir Cha- 
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loner Ogle all the light J could, in regard to ſervices to be per- 
formed on a French war or otherwiſe; which are indeed 
plainly enough pointed out in the reſolutions of former coun- 
cils of war, copies of all which he has; and have left with 
him, as your Grace dire&ts, copies of all ſuch papers, of 
any kind whatſoever, as I judged might be of uſe to him, 
or he thought ſo; having, i thank God, lived in that friend- 
ſhip and harmony with him, as to have kept nothing a ſecret 
from him. 

And he has behind under his command Capt. Rents ne, 
captain of the Nippon, Capt. Macpherſon, purſer of the Cum- 
berland and muſter-maſter of the ſquadron, and Lieut. Low- 


tber, whoſe informations have been materially ſerviceable to 


me; and there is Capt. Lea in the Honetia, hom your Grace 
will find Capt. Cuſack in his letter mentions as an experienced 
pilot in the bay of Honduras; and in juſtice to the othcers in 
general, left with Sir Chalener Ogle, I believe may add, 
that neither he nor I could expect or deſire to ſerve at the 
head of a better ſet of officers.1 

The agents for the Commiſſioners for the victualling his 
Majeſty's navy having applied for my orders to defend a cauſe 
of the property of the Crown, againſt the Crown's own of- 
ficers, that, to their ſole private advantage, were proſecuting 
a cauſe againſt the Crown; I thought it my duty to grant 
them the orders they deſired, for defending the property of 
the Crown; which ſuit being now coming home, by way of 
appeal to his Majelty in council, I think it my further duty 
to communicate to your Grace the particular narrative of the 
facts, as related to me by the ſaid agents, in their letter to me 
of the zoth of September laſt ; which being a clear narrative 
of the whole proceeding, I have here ſent your Grace incloſ- 
ed a Copy of it; being perſuaded your Grace will take care 
to preſerve the property of the Crown, from thus becoming 
a prey to thoſe in the immediate ſervice of the Crown; no 
one elſe appearing to me in any ſort intereſted in the ſaid 
proſecution. 

got through the capes of the windward paſſage on the 
firſt of November ; but a ſtrong North taking us the next, I 
bore up for Ceryden, and anchored there to recruit our wa- 
ter, and got through the capes again by the gth, where we 
found the North {till continuing; but being grown mode- 
rate, kept plying with ſuch of our trade as 1 had overtaken 
in our way; and on the 15th got paſt Creed iſland, 
and law all the ſtragglers we had come up with in light, 
be ing two ſhips, a brigantine, and two (loops, only one of 


2 thips bound to England. We ſpoke with ſeveral French 
ſhips 
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ſhips and veſſels in our paſſage, who are in expectation there 
will be a war; and lcarnt that guns were arrived at Petit 
Guavas for the erecting another fort for the defence of that 
harbour, which was, in caſe of a war, to be the general load- 
ing place from all the loading places in the gulph of Lesgane. 

I have left the Rippon and Seahorſe under orders to cruize 
to windward of Port Francis for twenty days, and then re- 
turn to Famaica, The Experiment that was cruizing off 
port Louis, I heared paſſed to the Northward of me, for Ja- 
maica, on the 25th of O:b:r, and conjecture the Green- 
wich from Cape Fran mult have palled by me in the 
North, the beginning of this month but believe. you will 
ſoon receive what intelligence they may have met with, from 
Sir Chalaner Ogle, by the IPorcefter or Defiance. 

And being now out of the way of expecting to meet any 
thing material in our paſſage to England, I chuſe to conclude 
this letter to your Grace here, and to leave to a future let- 
ter after my arrival, hat may offer in our paſſage worthy 
your information. I am, 


. My Lord Duke, 

re of Or. (199544 land, 3 E 

. your Grace's moſt devoted and 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

His Grace the Duke of Newca/?1z, E. Fern. 


My Lord Duke, 
M* laſt to your Grace of the 15th of Member, cloſed 

after my getting through the windward patlage, which 
informs your Grace of all my lateſt tranſactions in the - 
Indies, and there accompanies theſe likewite the duplicates 
of my letters to your Grace by the Union Briſtal ſhip of the 
4th of October, and thoſe that went home by the Sh-erne/s in 
the beginning of September, which have I hope come regu- 
larly and ſafely to hand. 

For our occurrences in our paſſage ſince, have only met 
with much blowing weather and a grea: tumbling ſea, I think 
our three deck ſhips ſhould not be ſubject to ſuch long win- 
ter paſſages in. In one hard gaie of wind loft company with 
the Phaeton fireſhip a hundred leagues on this ſide Bermudas; 


I 
and in another with the Prince/s Royal bnipital, in the lat. 
46. And meeting the wind at S. S. E. upon our coming in- 
to ſoundings, the tirſt land we made was St. Pavidl's head 
an the 26th, and I have been ever ſince ſtruggling to get to 
the Weſtward, but the wind having oma cut: 8. W. 
quarter, wich very thick weather and hard gales, has put us 
under the neceſſity of taking ſhelter under the itland or 
Lundy, at the mouth of B. channel, no deltab!e Utuation, 

but 
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but here we muſt wait for a favourable wind for getting out 
into the ſea again. 

And ] cannot omit this occaſion to give you as my opinion 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, that in my apprehenſion, no one {pot 
of ground in the Indies is better ſituate for the proſpect of 
opening new branches of trade into the kingdom of Mexico 
through Guatimala, to MAexico and Aguapulco, and for ſecur- 
ing to us the logwood trade, and that I think no time ſhould 
be loſt for ſending the earlieſt orders to ſupport the Rattan 
ſettlement. 

As thoſe Weſterly winds ſet in, with blowing hard on 
this full moon, affords little proſpe& of getting from hence 
ſuddenly ; I ſhall be obliged ro your Grace, for having ſent 
to me early orders for my coming to pay my duty to our 
Royal Maſter, and afterwards taking care of my private affairs, 
after ſo long abſence from my family. 

And your Grace may ſend your letter to Briſfol to be for- 
warded to me at Lundy if we are here, or returned if the 
wind ſhould havę favoured our getting away, which there is 
no likelihood of at preſent, 

This comes expreſs by my firſt Lieut. an experienced of- 
ficer of eleven years ſervice as ſuch, and a ſenſible gentleman, 

There comes in this ſhip likewiſe three Captains of the 
late American regiment, gentlemen who have all the appear- 
ance of officers of ſervice, and are ſenſible gentlemen ; their 
names are Captains James Mercer, Thomas Lauverie, and 
William Hepburn; and when they arrive in town, your 
Grace may hear of them at the Br:th coffee-houſe; and be- 
lieve an enquiry from any of them, you may be aſſured of a 
{ſenſible and juſt anſwer to any of your enquiries. 

{ have brought home with me the two French ſeamen that 
were of the company of thoſe eſtabliſhed in the gulph of Dar:- 
en; and have entered them for wages in this ſhip ; and believe 
your Grace would have them in town, for examining them your 
telf, and you will be pleaſed likewiſe to ſigniſy your pleaſure, 
what is to be done with that profligate Canary bird Ju Sa- 
der, who comes home a priſoner at large in this ſhip likewiſe, 

I have not time for adding more, than my duty to your 
Grace, who am, 

B yre, at anchor under the My Lord Duke, 


iſland of Lundy, Decem. your Grace's moſt obedient 
30, and molt humble ſervant, 
His Grace the Duke of Newca/lle, Z. Vernon, 
: * 


FMN 4 4 


* 
* 
* 
. 
* 
. 
„ 
. 
* 
* . 
a 
* 
* 
* 
. * 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
8 * 
* 
. 
* 
* 
* 
. 
* 
, 
» 
© * 
* 
* 
. . 
4 


